Ronit Meroz
Rabbi Moses Zacuto Allusions in Tofteh Aruch
Pe'amim 96 (2003), pp. 107–119 (Hebrew)
In Ronit Meroz's opinion Tofteh Aruch was written on various levels of meaning. The explicit level deals with the fate of "Everyman", and Zacuto describes on this level the depth of Hell, telling who goes to each level and what his punishment is. In the implicit levels he hints at polemics that were current in the Jewish world of his time: First, the Sabbatean controversy – was it a true faith or idolatry? the second regarding the conversos – to what degree can they be given exemptions in fulfilling commandments when they return to the practice of Judaism. Both of these polemics are related to concepts of the fate of the soul after death. If Tofteh Aruch in fact contains a polemic against Sabbateanism, then on the basis of Zacuto's biography one many determine that it was written between 1668 and 1673.

