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BRITISH LITERATURE IN THE 0626.5026.01
NINETEENTH CENTURY

170 PINIDIIN VT

This course serves as an introduction to British literature in the
nineteenth century. Together, we will read novels by Jane Austen and
Elizabeth Gaskell, poetry by Robert Browning and Alfred Tennyson
and a play by Oscar Wilde as well as watching a TV series. Along
the way, we will also learn about the pressing social and economic
issues of the nineteenth century such as gender roles, urbanization,
industrialization, the empire and colonization. Ultimately, the
course will help us explore how the nineteenth-century Britain has
profoundly shaped our own world today.

INTRODUCTION TO BRITISH 0626.1279.01
CULTURE 2
MN 9MT

This course is a survey of English literature from the beginning of
the eighteenth century until early twentieth-century Modernism,
along with the required historical and political contexts. Together,
we will see how ingenious writers from across three hundred years
responded to the major historical and cultural developments of their
time. Students will read carefully chosen texts by Swift, Defoe, Pope,
Dr. Johnson, Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats,
Austen, the Brownings, Tennyson, Rossetti, Yeats, Conrad, Wilde,
T.S. Eliot, Joyce and Woolf. Under my guidance, we will explore the
underlying values and literary styles of the main literary periods of
the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, while referring to the evolution
of concepts such as democracy, imperialism, industrialism, religion,
nature, class conflict, Otherness, race and gender. By the end of this
course, students will gain a better understanding of the literary and
cultural production that defined these literary periods, the historical
developments that accompanied them, and the fine and often blurred
lines that distinguish between them.
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THEORIES OF THE SIGNIFIER 0626.2925.01
- 0 OO

The course is taught from a psychoanalytical Freudian-Lacanian
position.

Words are the stuff of poetic language, what literature is made of. They
are also the stuff of psychic life, the constituents of the unconscious.
But what is the nature of words? How are words, components of the
distinctly human phenomenon language is, related to the organism
language affects? Philosophers and rhetoricians have grappled with
this question since antiquity. So have, in modern times, linguists,
literary theorists, and those whom Lacan teaches are the modern
inheritors of the rhetors and the Sophists, ancient reflectors on the
relation of the subject and the signifier, namely psychoanalysts.

POETRY ANALYSIS 0626.1217.01
U poaiponv T

Though some poems are very long, a poem is typically a fairly small
piece of text that manages to achieve a great deal in spite of its brevity.
There is thus an interesting disparity between poetry’s material
minimalism and conceptual and perceptual magnitude. Why is it, or
how is it, that a poem grabs us or asks for our attention in the ways
that it does, if it does? This course will provide basic terminology
and techniques for discussing, understanding and misunderstanding
poetry’s modes of operation. Through readings of poems from
classical and contemporary English and American poetry, we will
study such subjects as imagery, meter, figurative language, speaker,
and poetic sound.We will also be reading theoretical texts on poetry
and complete a series of listening exercises.

THE WESTERN: FROM THE 0626.5027.01
VIRGINIAN TO WESTWORLD

M PNV AT

The Western is one of the most iconic, influential and exportable
American genres. It enjoyed immense popularity in twentieth-century
US culture, where it played an outsized role in shaping popular views
of justice, progress, race, masculinity, and the human-animal nexus.
Though its heyday is now largely behind it, successful Westerns
continue to be written and produced today, in a striking array of
forms — gay Westerns, sci-fi Westerns, revisionist VWesterns and so
on — that are often subversive of the genre’s original ideology.
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INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN 0626.1500.01
CULTURE

1090 NN T

This course will introduce American culture through a variety of
written and visual texts spanning the colonial era to the present.
The course will emphasize how America is not just a juridical but an
imaginative and narrative construct, asking how this construct arose
from and transformed the pre-national and pre-colonial landscape.
Among the broad issues we’ll explore are the relationship of the
individual to the community; the imaginative function of the frontier
in structuring American identity; the persistence of racial division
across U.S. history; America’s fraught relationship to imperialism
as both a post-colony and an imperial power; and the eventual
globalization of American culture.

HUMANIST SHAKESPEARE 0626.5000.01
DU NIM ‘OO

Was Shakespeare a renaissance humanist? This slightly misleading
question will govern our thinking about Shakespearean drama in this
course. While the cultural developments associated with the rise
of humanism in education and learning throughout Europe in the
fifteen and sixteenth centuries undoubtedly shaped Shakespeare’s
imagination, it is hard to account for the importance of humanist
ideas in Shakespeare’s overall understanding of the ‘human’. Perhaps,
however, the problem is different:are we too much beholden to later
conceptualisations of Shakespeare as the great post-Enlightenment
poet of the ‘human’ in the Romantic and Victorian traditions which
in fact elide the cultural specifity of the Renaissance humanism which
formed the basis of Shakespeare’s formative education?

WHAT IS AMERICAN STUDIES? 0626.1511.01
aNND NP T

What is American Studies? What does America stand for? What does
it mean to be an American? And subsequently, who is considered
an American — and who is not? These are the core questions — as
timely as ever — that we will seek to explore during the semester.
This course will introduce students to American Studies, as both
an academic discipline that we study as well as a contested idea to
be debated. It surveys the increasingly broadening fields of study
that fall under the rubric of American Studies — literature, history,
social sciences, cinema, music and art — and teaches students how to
conduct research by applying or combining them.




RENAISSANCE RHETORIC AND 0626.2934.01
POETICS

- 0 9D

It is commonplace in the humanities to refer to the linguistic turn
of the early twentieth century, manifest in philosophy in the work
of analytic philosophers and logical positivists such as Bertrand
Shklovsky and structuralists such as Ferdinand de Saussure and
Roman Jakobson. The latter in particular have an important place
in the teaching of Jacques Lacan, in which the theory of the signifier
has an important role throughout. In his return to Freud, however,
Lacan points also to the ancient rhetoricians and the Sophists as the
predecessors of the psychoanalyst in beig the bearers, in their time,
of the question of the relation of the subject and the signifier which
is the perennial concern of psychoanalysis.

INTRODUCTION TO THEORY 0626.1250.01
M) MV AT

The purpose of this survey course is to familiarize students with the
dominant ideas, figures and intellectual movements that have shaped
literary studies from antiquity to the late twentieth century.We will
study and critically assess a broad host of issues, ranging from the
moral value of literature and the nature of literary meaning to the
uses of social criticism and the politics of interpretation. Students will
be expected to understand the tensions between competing schools
of thought on these and similar questions, as well as to understand
the development of the latter over time.We shall read texts by Plato
and Aristotle, Oscar Wilde, Marx and Freud, as well as other 20%-
century critics and theorists.

CONFESSIONAL POETRY 0626.5005.01
U1 po2IPLIL YT

M. L. Rosenthal first applied the term confessional to the poetry of
Robert Lowell, and the term has expanded to include a mode of
highly personal and revealing poetry associated with Sylvia Plath, John
Berryman, and others. In this class we will closely read American
poets whose work is said to be confessional while also questioning
the very idea of confessionalism in poetry. For example, we will ask
what makes a poem confessional, whether poetry can ever be non-
confessional, and more.
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NARRATIVE ANALYSIS 0626.1208.01
10 PINIDJIN VT

Narratives govern our lives.They shape the way in which we view our
surroundings, others, and ourselves. Narratives can be captivating,
powerful, deceptive and intricate. This course aims to teach students
the basic terms of narrative analysis and to help them apply these
terms to some of the most engaging short stories in the English
language. Under my guidance, students will learn about the elements
of fiction: plot, point of view, characterization, setting, style, and
theme.We will read and explore texts from the eighteenth through
the twenty-first centuries and consider some of the central issues in
the history of narrative theory.

AMERICAN FICTION SINCE 2000 0626.5007.01
10)90 N0MIN 2T

This course tracks the American novel’s startlingly varied responses
to upheavals in American life since 2000. To this end, we will read
major works by writers old and new, including Don Delillo, Jennifer
Egan, Rachel Kushner, Chang-rae Lee,Marilynne Robinson, Philip Roth,
Gary Shteyngart, and Colson Whitehead. Their works will prompt
us to explore U.S. literature’s engagement with crucial cultural
developments of its time, such as widening economic inequality;
intensifying political polarization; unabated ecological destruction;
abiding racial conflict; a growing perception of American geopolitical
decline; emergent cultures of weak belief; a resurgence of evangelical
and fundamentalist forms of religion; and the entrenchment of the
systems of thought and politics known as neoliberalism.

INTRODUCTION TO BRITISH 0626.1278.01
CULTURE |

DU DM 'O1ND

What did the English language sound like over a thousand years
ago? Why is it so different today? Has British culture always enjoyed
the same global prestige? What are its sources! How did it come
to assert itself? What was it like to be a woman in the fourteenth
or sixteenth centuries! How can texts written in the remote past
speak to present readers? These are some of the questions asked,
and partly answered, by this survey of English literature from its
earliest medieval records to the Renaissance and the Restoration. It
aims to familiarize you with some of the best poetry and drama ever
produced in Britain and to give you the tools to understand, enjoy,
and take further courses on the works you will study.
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ISLAMIC THOUGHT IN THE 0631.2234.01
CLASSICAL PERIOD

DTN NODP 'O

This course provides a survey of currents and individuals that
contributed, directly or indirectly, to the formation of Islam (Sunni
and Shi‘i) as we know it now, with an emphasis on the period between
the 8% and 12* century CE. Among the topics to be discussed are:
asceticism and Sufism, the development of the schools of law and
theology, and institutions of religious learning.

Language of instruction: English.

Prerequisite course: Basic concepts in Islam.
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The course will present the fundamental questions of moral
philosophy and survey the central systematic approaches developed
to address them. We shall explore themes from the three main
subdisciplines of ethics: metaethics (Is morality objective or is it a
matter of personal taste or social convention? Does a moral judgment
express one’s belief, preference, emotional response or what? And
so on); normative ethics (Is some action morally right because its
consequences are good, or because it discharges a moral duty, or
again because a virtuous person tends to perform it?); and applied
ethics (for instance, is it wrong to eat animals? What, if anything,
justifies punishing criminals? Do we have a moral duty to give to the
poor?)
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