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Rules, laws, and expectations construct and govern temporal, spatial, ritual, social, 
ethical, theological, and even cosmic orders, as well as works of literature, visual, 

and expressive art in the Hindu traditions. As one may well expect, however, such 
constructions are often breached or bypassed; rules and logic are ruptured by seem-

ingly arbitrary or contradictory ideas and action. After briefly discussing some 
Vaishnava (especially Sri Vaishnava) structures, especially those that are connected 

with auspiciousness, this presentation will focus on two of the many frames used to 

explain, classify, and even delight in the paradoxes that emerge from ruptures of 

logic and order.  


