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Life Afterwards: Exile and Emigration in Tsarist Russia
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Exile and emigration are historical and social phenomena, which became especially
significant in the modern time, with appearance of the new means of transportation
and communication. Tsarist regime exploited vast space in the East of the country,
especially in Siberia, for exile as a punishment, including that of political opposition.
Russian revolutionaries and Polish insurgents were exiled to Siberia as political
criminals, but turned into agents of European culture there. What kind of everyday
life did they conduct in Siberia and how, paradoxically, they sometimes succeeded to
enjoy here more freedom than in other regions of Russia?

However, alongside exile as enforced leaving of home place in the wake of the
regime’s coercive decision, appeared phenomenon of emigration as exodus on the
personal will or at least due to unfavorable circumstances, and not under the order of
the government. Who were the emigrants as individuals and groups? Where and for
what purpose did they migrate? What experiences they get through? How did
influence emigration on the Russian society? In the course of the seminar we will
search for answers to these questions in the documents, memoirs and nineteenth
century Russian literature.
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Daniel Beer, “Penal Deportation to Siberia and the Limits of State Power, 1801-81,”
Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 16, 3 (Summer 2015): 621-50.
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Karla Ocler, “The Dead Wives in the Dead House: Narrative Inconsistency and Genre
Confusion in Dostoevskii's Autobiographical Prison,” Slavic Review, Vol. 61, No. 3
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Abby M. Schrader, “Unruly Felons and Civilizing Wives: Cultivating Marriage in the
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George Kennan, Siberia and the Exile System (New York: The Century Co., 1891),
vol. 1, chapter XIV, "The Life of Political Exiles," 322-350.
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Robert C. Williams, “European Political Emigrations: A Lost Subject,” Comparative
Studies in Society and History, Vol. 12, No. 2 (Apr., 1970): 140-148
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