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Modern geopolitical perspectives are characterized, inter alia, by the vision of Europe
as a continent divided into “Western” and “Eastern” parts. While a certain consensus
was achieved in the second half of the 20" century regarding perceptions of Western
Europe, there are still ongoing debates about the geographical borders and cultural
characteristics of Eastern Europe.

In the framework of this seminar we will search for answers to questions that are
pivotal for discussion on the phenomenon of Eastern Europe. In particular, we will
examine in what way the concept of Eastern Europe appeared in the educated
discourse of the late eighteenth century, and how it was connected to the notions of
civilization and barbarism. Relations between St. Petersburg, Warsaw and Kiev in the
19" century will be another aspect of the study. We will try to explain the distinctive
status of Congress Poland in the Russian empire, why two major uprisings took place
there, how the anti-Polish policy of the Russian Tsars contributed to the rise of
Ukrainian nationalism and what impact these developments had on the emergence of
the concept of race.
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