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Dibelius argued that, in 7:5-23*, originally isolated sayings have been
brought together for a particular reason. Like Bultmann, Dibelius
concluded that the introductory formula in v. 9a*, “and he said to
them” (kai £leyev awtoig), indicates that vv. 9—13* were originally
independent. For Dibelius, this inference is reinforced by the fact that
this section is about the practice of korban, whereas the subject of vv.
1-8* is hand-washing. He also concluded that v. 15* was originally
independent, because it deals with eating and not with hand-washing.
According to Dibelius, both of the explanations of “the saying about
true cleanliness” in v. 15*, namely, vv. 18—19* and vv. 20-23*, are
constructions of the early church. He concluded that the opponents’
question about hand-washing (vv. 1-5%) was placed at the beginning
of the whole composition by the evangelist. He thought that the
section of vv. 6-15%, which begins with a citation of Isaiah, is older
than vv. 1-5%.
K ok ok

Pesch argued that the evangelist combined two complexes of tradition
(vv. 1-13* and 14-23%*), each with its own theme and tradition history.
The first concerns ritual purity; the second, clean and unclean types of
food. They were brought together because of their thematic similarity,
shown especially in the use of the terms kowvéw, kowdg (“to consider

profane” or “to defile”; “profane” or “defiled”) in both.*

A.Y. Collins & H. W. Attridge, Mark: A Commentary on the Gospel of Mark, 4
Minneapolis, MN 2007, p. 343
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‘Because it does not enter into :2*MOKX NI?IXM NN 93 AWIDI W KD*O7
one’s heart but into the stomach...” The reason given points directly to what enters
through the mouth. This explanation corresponds neither in thrust nor in style to
Mark’s redaction . . . Most agree that the evangelist found it combined with 7:15
in his tradition. This means that the original thrust of 7:15 had changed. From
responding to the initial question about “defiled hands” (7:1-2, 5b) in terms of
the larger issue of what defiles in general, the accent shifts from defilement in the
second half of the saying (7:15b) to the more narrow issue of “food” that enters
one’s mouth (so Matt 15:11). This change in emphasis came at some point after
the issue of “tradition” (7:5b, 6—13) had been added but prior to Mark’s use of the
material. (R. Guelich, Mark 1-8:26 [Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 34A; Mark;
I-VIIL, Dallas 1989, p. 375)

While this long section of the gospel divides clearly into two sections :2012 X371 727 6
(vv. 1-13 and 14-23), and the former of those may less satisfactorily be divided
into vv. 1-8 and 9-13, the continuity of subject matter is such that, as in the case
of the sabbath controversy pericopes in 2:23-3:6, it is better treated here as a single
unit in order to emphasize the continuation of the theme of purity throughout the
section, even though the focus is significantly widened in vv. 14-23. (R. T. France,
The Gospel of Mark: A Commentary on the Greek Text, Grand Rapids, MI 2002, p.
7MW XX K 72K 15 PI0DR YORIT 9w 03027 1RY ¥I02 DA 71 90 MM .276)
17wID 92 YW Prayn Iy 0w’
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Many, however, are of the opinion that the primitive core of the passage : X X371
is contained in 7:1-2, 5, and 15: Jesus, when asked why his disciples ate with
unwashed hands and thus violated Pharisaic teaching, responded by saying that what
comes from outside of a person does not defile, but that what comes from inside
does. This is the only real response in our complex to the question that the Pharisees
pose in 7:5, the other two replies (7:6—8 and 7:9—13) being the sort of excoriation
that is easily attributable to early Christian polemic. Subsequently (perhaps at the
pre-Markan stage), this mini-controversy was expanded by scriptural arguments
against the Pharisaic tradition (7:6-8, 9-13), by an explanation that shifted the point
of the controversy to the question of eating nonkosher food (7:18b-19), and by a
list of the evils that issue from the heart (7:20-23). Finally, Mark came along and
added the editorial touches mentioned in the previous paragraph. (J. Marcus, Mark
1-8: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, New York 2000, pp.
0°Y2I07 D°WID% 7AWN PIPT2 KIT AR 1D DY YRR 0D ,pTRT KDY KIP ;447-448)
7972 7WIDR 927,770 2727 1IN0 N0 ANIRY AYWa 03 ,N1AKT D7I0nY NInK]
.727D0 IR MWYY XIDR 7703
MR IR ,LOPYVIT PPN 12 DUWPT DX PR TYIY 9270 pHIR W .OW ,POARY 7
The early Church, however, 7212 w1577 MyHWH DX 72°0 15 PI0D DX 1277 KOV
seeking to implement this for their needs returned to the narrower question about
“defiled hands” (7:1-2, 5b) and turned the issue into a debate about the validity of
the “tradition of the elders” by expanding the question in 7:5a and adding relevant
tradition in 7:6—13. In doing so, it becomes obvious that that community in no way

s <

understood Jesus’ “original” response in 7:15 to be in reference to the Levitical
food laws. In fact, it was precisely the Pharisees’ use of “tradition” to contravene
the Mosaic law that made them “hypocrites.” So one could evidently still take
seriously 7:15, buttressed by the argument in 7:6—13, in the narrow terms of “defiled
hands” and follow the Levitical food laws. This seems to have been how 7:15 was

preserved in its present form in the primitive Church. Thus one need not assign its
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preservation from the outset to a less rigorously law-observant group in Jerusalem
5y Do X ,XIT P23 71 95 7 .like the “Hellenists” of Acts (Guelich, p. 376)
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In line with such :¥W° 731 73717 7YY 17 7YY 2V 1°27 922 012N oxY ,IMRD 10
a philosophy, it would have been easy for the Pharisees to turn some of the major
arguments in 7:6—13 around and to use them against Jesus and the Christians—so
easy, in fact, that we may suspect that the Pharisees were actually the first ones to
employ them. It was, after all, a basic principle of God’s written word, the Torah
delivered to Moses, that Israel was “to make a distinction between the unclean
and the clean, and between the living creature that may be eaten and the living
creature that may not be eaten” (Lev 11:47). Anyone who did what the Markan
Jesus does in our passage, denying this dietary distinction and declaring all foods
to be permissible (7:19), would immediately be identified as a seducer who led the
people’s heart astray from God (cf. 7:6) and from the holy commandment he had
given to Moses (cf. 7:8, 9, 13). The Markan Jesus, then, rather than the Pharisees,
might easily be accused of substituting human commandments, i.e. his own precepts,
for the clear teaching of God, and thus of falling under the condemnation of Isa
29:13 (cf. Mark 7:7-8). This is especially likely because Isa 29:13 is alluded to in
apocalyptic texts that prophesy an end-time apostasy in which many Jews will prefer
the commandments of human beings to the divine, Mosaic laws and will thereby
make themselves impure like the heathen (7. Asher 7:5; T. Levi 14:4). J. Marcus,
Mark 18: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, New Haven and
5vxm% 0°0am XY AR 1920 KDY 01991 KDWY XI7 »1°Ya X957 .London 2008, p. 450
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the ceremonial law, whatsoever (almost) comes out of a man, defiles him (Lev.
15:2; Deut. 23:13), so what comes out from the mind of a man is that which defiles
him before God, and calls for a religious washing (Mark 7:21). (https://www.
biblegateway.com/resources/matthew-henry/Mark.7.1-Mark.7.23)
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