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There now appears to be a solid foundation to W.F. Albright’s claim
that in the 6™ century BCE many trade centers were established along
the coasts of Egypt, Palestine, and Syria. We can now add that those
centres were established during the 7" century BCE.?
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What is striking about both the Archilochus and the Alcaeus passages
is the mocking challenge to the warrior ethic of equating one’s shield

with one’s identity.*
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From the ends of the earth you are come, with your sword hilt of ivory
bound with gold [...] fighting beside the Babylonians you accomplished
a great labour, and delivered them from distress, for you slew a warrior

who wanted only one palm’s breadth of five royal cubits.*
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Seven Wise Men; and the poet Alcaeus, and his brother Antimenidas, who according
to Alcaeus performed a great feat while fighting as ally of the Babylonians and
rescued them from trouble by killing a warrior who, he says, was only one palm’s
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of the fact that he had fought against them as an ally of the Phrygians, against the
Amazons, peers of men, who came at that time, as Priam says, for I too, being their
ally, was numbered among them; but since the peoples whose countries bordered
on that of the Amazons were not even far enough away to make difficult the Trojan
summons for help from their countries, and since, too, there was no underlying
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