605

Oded Yisraeli
Nahmanides’s Commentary on Sefer Yesirah: The Text, Its
History, and Formation

Moshe Idel
From the Science of Logic to the Wisdom of Combination of
Letters and Names in Abraham Abulafia’s Writings

Gerold Necker
The Metamorphosis of Sefer Yesirah in the Textual
Transmission of Keter Shem Tov

Y. Tzvi Langermann
A Fragment from a Scientific Commentary on Sefer Yesirah
in Judaeo-Arabic

Dov Schwartz
Sefer Yesirah as a Literary Tool in Late Medieval Byzantium

Jonathan Garb
An Inter-Generational Study of the Exegesis of Sefer Yesirah
in the Circle of R. Elijah of Vilna

Leore Sachs-Shmueli
Designing Sacred Time According to Sefer Yesirah in Bnei
Yissachar and Hasidic Homiletics

Ayal Hayut-Man
The Literary Reworking of Sefer Yesirah in Sarah Blau’s
Book of Creation

329

363

433

453

477

509

533

563



CONTENTS

Ithamar Gruenwald (z"/)
Preliminary Remarks on the Exegesis and Hermeneutics of

Sefer Yesirah and Its Vocabulary 17
Tzahi Weiss
Certainty and Uncertainty in Sefer Yesirah 49

Marva Shalev Marom
“Five Points in the Mouth”: Between Sefer Yesirah’s Theory of
Articulation and the Ancient Tradition of Sanskrit Phonetics 63

Na’ama Ben-Shachar

“Two Hundred Thirty-One Gates”; Varia Lectio — “Two
Hundred Twenty-One Gates”: Calculation Methods in Sefer
Yesirah by Early Commentators and the Creation of a Golem 101

Jonatan M. Benarroch

Sabaoth — A Sign in His Armies: On the Origins of a Linguistic
Homily in Sefer Yesirah and Its Development in Medieval
Kabbalah 151

Avishai Bar-Asher
On the Eastern Roots of the Theology of Haside Ashkenaz:
An Anonymous Commentary on Sefer Yesirah from the Cairo

Genizah and Its Reception in Medieval Western Europe 165
Adam Afterman

On the Holy Spirit in Sefer Yesirah and Its Early

Commentaries 219
Judith Weiss

“Ten and Not Nine, Ten and Not Eleven”: The Duality of the
Sefirah Hokhmah and the Manner of Counting the Sefirot
According to R. Isaac the Blind and Asher ben David 247

Menachem Lorberbaum
The Poetics of Sod: Nahmanides, the Bahir, and Sefer Yesirah 387



Vol. 1

Jol.
Jol.

Vol.
Jol.
Vol.
Vol.
Jol.
Vol.
Jol.
Jol.
Vol.
Jol.
Vol.
Jol.
Vols. 16-17:
Vol.
Jol.
Vol.
Vols. 21-22:
Jol.
Vol.
Jol.

Jol.
Vol.
Jol.
Jol.

Vol.

Vol.

Vol.

15:

18:
19:
20:

23:
24:
25:

26:
27:
268:
29:

30:

31

32-33:

TE‘UDA

Cairo Geniza Studies, 1980
Bible studies, 1982

Studies in Talmudic Literature, in Post-Biblical Hebrew and in Biblical Exegesis,
1983

Studies in Judaica, 1986

Studies in Hebrew Literature, 1986

Studies in Hebrew and Arabic, 1988

Studies in Judaica, 1991

Studies in the Work of Abraham Ibn Ezra, 1992

Studies in Hebrew Language, 1995

Studies in Judaica, 1996

Studies in Aggadic Midrashim, 1996

Studies in the Jewish Diaspora in the Hellenisic and Roman Periods, 1996
Marriage and Family in Halakha and Jewish Thought, 1997

Encounters in Medieval Judeo-Arabic Culture, 1998

A century of Geniza Research, 1999

Studies in Judaica, 2001

Speaking Hebrew, 2002

Studies in Hebrew Literature of the Middle Ages and Renaissance, 2002
Historiosophy and the Science of Judaism, 2005

New Developments in Zohar Studies, 2007

Cannon and Holy Scriptures, 2009

New Faces and Directions in Contemporary Jewish Studies, 2011

Israel and the Diaspora in the time of the Second Temple and the Mishna: Aryea
Kasher Memorial Volume, 2012

Myth, Ritual and Mysticism: Studies in honor of Professor Ithamar Gruenwald, 2014
Studies in Spoken Hebrew, 2016
Essays in Folklore and Jewish Studies in Honor of Professor Eli Yassif, 2017

Yad Moshe, Studies in the History of the Jews in Muslim Lands in Memory of Moshe
Gil, 2018

Poetic Structure, Cognitive Processes and Literary Intuition, Studies in Honor of
Professor Reuven Tsur, 2020

To Be of the Disciples of Aharon. Studies in Tannaitic Literature and Its Sources
in Memory of Aharon Shemesh, 2021

“A Work of Wisdom” (Exod. 35:33). Studies in Honor of Professor Bezalel Bar-
Kochva, 2023

ISSN 0334-1364
Tel Aviv University
Printed in Israel, 2025



TE'UDA

THE CHAIM ROSENBERG SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES
AND ARCHAEOLOGY RESEARCH SERIES

XXXIV

PATHS OF CREATION:
STUDIES IN SEFER YESIRAH

Presented to Prof. Ronit Meroz by Her
Colleagues and Students

Guest Editors:
Adam Afterman and Judith Weiss

Editor:
Prof. Omer Michaelis

Managing Editor: Dr. Eugene D. Matanky

Copyeditor: Sara Fuchs

000

TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY
2025






TE‘UDA

XXXIV

PATHS OF CREATION:
STUDIES IN SEFER YESIRAH

Presented to Prof. Ronit Meroz by Her
Colleagues and Students



