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President of the State of Israel

Jerusalem, 25 Tishrei 5769
4 October 2018

Cordially to

Mr. Ben-Hur Ezri

Dear Sir,

I thank you for sending me your comprehensive and important book "From the Fruit of the Bustan." The book

carries fascinating stories, wonderful distant echoes, yet perhaps more importantly - it carries out a real mission.

Indeed, it took too long for the story of the immigration of Jews from the Arab countries and Iran to arise in
the public consciousness in Israel, and the decisive and significant part that they took (and are still taking) in
the Zionist project has not yet been properly counted. But it is better late than never, and thanks to voices like
yours, heard more and more in recent years, the gap is drawing closer to its correction, in the social arena, the

cultural perception, and more.

Knowledge and awareness can dispel the fog, change the future, and create a new movement that will illuminate
the past in the light of historical justice. That is why stories like yours must be heard within the literature, but
also in the education system, the media, the culture halls, and the official institutions of the state of Israel.

I hope that the book will indeed realize its mission and will reach many hearts,

Straighten your strength,

Yours sincerely and with appreciation,

Reuven (Ruby) Rivlin

Jerusalem
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Lester and Sally Entin Faculty of Humanities
Tel Aviv University
Alliance Center for Iranian Studies
23 October 2018
14 Cheshvan 5769
Cordially to

Mr. Ben-Hur Ezri

Jerusalem

Dear Ben-Hur,

Greetings for your book "From the Fruit of the Bustan." This is a primary and important project, which sheds light on
a wide range of figures of Iranian natives from various fields of activity and presents the story of their Aliyah and their
integration into Israel. Although this is only a small handful and there are many others that have not been included in
this file, it is possible to learn quite a bit about the immigrants in different periods and in a variety of fields of activity

that continue to contribute to Israeli society.

May this blessed initiative be a continuation, and especially that the story of Aliyah and absorption of more people,
from all avenues, will be told in greater detail. Recently, albeit very late, more and more descendants of Iran are
publishing the story of their Aliyah and their lives in Israel. This is important for them and their families, who wish to
trace their stories, and this is also important for future generations and young scholars, who are working on research

on the Aliyah, absorption and contribution of Iranian immigrants in Israel.
Iranian Jewry is one of the oldest communities in Jewish history and has a history of more than 2,500 years.
Unfortunately, not enough has been written about the history of this community.

I hope that this book will encourage others (and you) to continue to illuminate different aspects of the history of

Iranian Jewry, their cultural heritage, their history in Iran and their integration into Israeli society.

Respectfully,
Prof. David Menashri

Tel Aviv University






571 (221 1701) 071 HRPI HXINw

(pae suwso) e SByon Jigads Ob 0u5)

56....... The late Shmuel Yehezkel Hayyim ("Monsieur Hayyim")
| o3y plolo Lidigd ob 0053 | 51 77T DON MWW

58 The late Shoshana Chacham Zada

| Sl polls oL ou3) | 271 7ann D1OW

61 The late Shalom Hammani
5 S, Nuriel Hasid | duwl> Jusygs | 7700 9871
65 Zion Hasid | Juwl> (guo | 101 17X
Y. Yosef Hasidim | eaduws> awgy | D7770M AOT

| (Glulis) slats Hgmeanss ob 0433 | 97T (AIXDXIM) 2XN IYNW

70 The late Shimon Hatzav (Hanasab)
| SEs (6y4s) Coysl | PPN (TMw) nx
72 Orit (Shohre) Hakkak

T3t Moti Haridim | e, (jSge | DT 2010
- Rita (Jahan Foruz) | (3g,&la=) Luy | (MMD7XT) o™
L4 S Shlomo Yehudayan | Oblogay gegls | 77110 bW

Obldgas (S9aues) 1953 0L 0u3y | 271 PP (TMiPny) mpn
79 The late Tikva (Amihud) Yehoudayan

81 Isaac Yahid | Jusb Slsewcsl | 117 priye

| OLsbgs JUI ol ousy | "1 162117 57K

83 The late Eyal Yunanian

| dumb (Caomy) unmy Sk 0053 | 271 M7 (NXM) 0P
86 The late Rachamim (Rachmat) Yahid

Ly A David Yeroushalmi | eligyp dugls | owi1r 17
89......The late Yosef Cohen | (yaS Cawgs ob 043y | 9”1 112 qOv

CL Pierre H. Lavi | 9V .0 yuwo | K729 177D

Contents | Cuwygd | 021271V 191N

14 Introduction | ,LtudSéw | TP

625 09 (2 - 85zl shele [Ty MM - Ny MDD
16 The story of my Aliyah - Ben-Hur Ezri

25... Homayoun Avrahami | _elalygl Ogles | 12X J17Xm17

Slodusl (Hazeie) ddnie sk 0y | 27T IXITRIX (VXIN) WD

27 o The late Menashe (Manucher) Omidvar
b Moshe Achdout | &igas| désge | NI TWR

| syatd! (GosS) pellisl | MEDX (WMD) DPWIN
30 Avshalom (Koresh) Elitzur

| solele Ll W | mom 2rvox b
32 Talia Elazar Khachami

| eyl () WS ol ousy | 971 myOK (9K) mD1pw

34 The late Shokrola (Eli) Elazari
3 J Yosef Bohiri | (g0 Chwgy | 71712 FOT

36.. The late Moti Banyan | Oblu g0 5L 043y | 971 18712 "0
38 Avraham Bar Orian | b9l plalysl | X 72 DTM2X
L\ Zion Bar Itzhak | Slwnl o Oguo | pIXY 72 11X
43 Avraham Bruchim | o595 elalygl | 2212 DX

45.The late Yosef Gabbay | sLS Cawgy ob ou3) | 91 *x23 AOY

| OLIosay 520985 S | XTI 1131 7P
46 Jacky Govrin Yehudain

49 Daniel Dana | Blo JI (3l | 137 Hx017

| 055 dudiyg> oL 0053 | 571 X1 TwIM
51 The late Horshid Zaka'im

Zion (Sirus) | mjls)‘ (09 ew) Ogwo | BXIT (D177D) 10X
52 Zaka'im

53.. The late Mordechai Zar | y) gl&3,0 ob 6433 | 977 271 "27n

| x> Olowdaw 0L 003) | 71 0771 X510
54 The late Soleiman Haim




| by Sl ob ous) | 71 (Prix» X71m) 7127 priv?
10 OO The late Yitzchak Rabbani (Mola Yitzchak)

| Oblogas opliadey CSI5 | T T0DWwWDIN LI

141 Jeanette Rotstain Yehudayan
144 David Rokni | Sy ds9ls | 2111 717

| &Sy 9ok ob ou3y | 971 1p11 bW
146 The late Shlomo Rokni

571 2awp 1w (TRn) DTNax

Sl sy (asem) plalysl ol ous)

148... . The late Avraham (Hamid) Roshan Kashani
150 e Soli Shahvar | ygals Lle | MIARY 2210

152 Ron Sagiv | ¢85 09y | 272w 11

I sla (Obsee) Hsy | W (%) "N
154 Ruty (Mehrian) Shai

(1T — Avraham Shammas | wles (=l.m|)9| | OXAW DOTIax

| pesol a9y Sk a5 | 971 MW 121X7
158 The late Reuven Sameach

| "Ogmewds ob" GluS | "NIVRW T NI N2

160 The "Yad Shimon" Synagogue
(17 J Esther Shekalim | o)l fwl | D2pW 2NDX
(1T S— Yehiel Shekalim | o JIi JI 2o | D5pw S8
(1T T Shmuel Shraga | 51& Jigeds | KXW XMW
168 Eli Sasson | gwlw JI | 0w 5K

| gl 9Tgs 8L 003y | 91 TUW XY
170 The late Yoav Sasson

| 5l o) OIS iyl S5 09,5 | DRIW XK PRXT T1M0OXN

172 The Iranian Theater in Israel

| (oWl iy yal | (POXIDR) WOwIN 0K
176 Amir Tarshish (Eliasi)

(FTHBDIAINRA) BN S5m (>2773) 5871 (1y0) X ,P’3 DNING
(5=55) Jwls oL 0u3) g (dusw) Ogmo S5 (48, ko) yanle Olyoly
Brothers Jacques, Zion (Sa'id) and the late Daniel (Gorgi)

92 Mahfar (Mahagrafteh)
CZ S— Jamile Mehrian | Ob a0 dlos | I8 797122
96 David Mutai | sdae dsgls | "KM 11T

| odscie dlysze b ol | 271 ITALIA AYITY

98 The late Azizola Motahede
100 oo Gabriel Mofaz | jlgs ()9 | 1912 Yx*122
102 Shaul Mofaz | jge JgSlis | 1210 DINW

106 Emanuel Manzurola | dlyghia JSglewe | 9110 YRIINY

[V J— Moshe Menasheof | G dixie diige | MTWIN WA
LT T Maureen Nehedar | ,lagd goyge | 271 10
(= T Nasrin Namdar | jldel o | 27701 1702
(K TS Sasson Naim | euel Ggwle | VI O

| pa Ogrel SL ou3) | 971 1% TINN

116 The late Amnon Netzer
KT JO— David Solimany | _lesdw dsgls | 2127910 117
120 e Daniel Solaimani | L3lewdw Juls | 2227710 Hx717
122 Yosi Sivan | Olgew (swg | 177D 20T
124 Pary Sany | ;30 g | 10 ™0
126 Albert Ezri | gy3¢ Ol | ™1y ©129K

128 The late Meir Ezri | 3¢ yuio ob 0433 | 971 71y X0
131 s The late Zion Ezri | )3 Oguo db od3y | 91 ™M1y 7%

(TS Amir Puriyan | Olgy yees | X110 RY

136 Baruch Pickel | JSi 950 | 5P 112

138..... Eti Sionit Goshen | ;S Cudguo 31 | WA NP7 NN



AnRTPA
)|.. :’s/ & "

Preface

72 TV "NIANT X1 PN XX 7T9 0 0n N1p Tnoph
I, N80 ,K3X PR L AXIE 1130 0730 DRInna 0 0°an
DNPOD Y3PY MWK PNAR LLYAT T LYA 03718Y - TV Y

1902 Y921 21Ma 1IvIW A1 DIPNXXY NRo0T X

TNYaw IMpna - 05011 011 0027 Y DIwew 02105 M2
.anon by X o3 by o 11e%o

Eaii il
n'ywn 05w

S RYWI IR DT NaY (A1) TIKD TN yIY wpa 1 18an
N2TINN XK NP0V IKAW ,N2YY 17131 1800 N1
»19°% ;01ynY NYYID1 07T DWAK NIpAn YV apoyd
N21y MY A% Nk mYab s nar anw ey nvrK oK
077219 072721 D 1NN ;2100 1A% 9571 NXOK nab
SN YK ORIIT K Y Wm0 11 W N

1949 NIW3 *11¥M YINY *N°OY1 1934 NIw3a IXTDONA "N
(X3 o Tnya by Movo)

ND1I2 MO > 14



- Oldwg ¢ 0dlgils 3l (damg) 19U prund 4 L olS ol
0y lae plSm 31 S gxe 0L JBHsal 5 O g 031 (ks
b 5 0Ll 51 5laad 9 (Sl 4 Bldbgls olsan 9dS (ol 4
Iy oS ol ol » 0939 W M )13 y00 ol @ Sl
SO @legye 4 - L 9 55 Jgpo Il JU) @3103),8 4
S 03193l 3 s 9 ygad) g 00lgils 31 slous ygall (¢ 00lg3ls
(885 Sl 085 ol HLdld Cuwgd lo 098 4 plesil o 9 Bgilosy
(S Sy S0l 9 YU il (sl csaue i JS

@ pos5 & dulss VAP Jlo 5 pub 0315 Olgiol )3 VAYF UL
(Wlgsen 0anl SleSy 1o 1y 03yzlan Shale) pduzsS Sl
Jl ol 5o 1y Swy &S Sy Gilpl ¢ 4elSW) 3 ¢l ouSe
9,55 Hsb ‘sﬁl)_) U,a:@ .<=| 03)3T aﬁ dligd ool o M 439; =
S 035 b ad93s (Siyy S dige) 35 LT 31 §3keuny S 0
dis-lo 9 0uedsS degil do die) 500 9 s Al (Ol (i)
daliSusy ol 3 SzsS sl )l (2o disS pildw Wl sty 5
o oSy |y L

ol 33 1y Oliaddlss 5 ol 00ysl g5y QLESBWLL b 3181 ol 4
(‘M))S 8Ly Iy Hlicddlge &S ol <=| 05,5 Cwlgsyd diun)
Solewo a5 Cwl 39 RLOVS » .04l oS ool o ols cLzL..SJ.A)
00T 55 ol Jlgasel L &S itud K03 diuzy slgteasd
Dgd aslSs 30 oLl glo deluSw)

8O3 082 O
OVVA Sns de - st‘

15 ONIW? YIND 1712 XK 0TV 190N

This collection is dedicated to my wife, Nava (Vajihe) of
the Yosefian-Yeroushalmi family, a native of Tehran and a
Hebrew teacher. Since her immigration to Israel, she has been
volunteering and has dedicated herself to consulting, visiting
lonely individuals and working on their behalf. I also dedicate
this work to my children Eyal, Ayelet, Zion, Shahar and Batia;
Lyat of the Talmor family, Inbar of the Elitzur family and Michal
of the Rachmanov family. Last but not least, it is dedicated to
my grandchildren Tomer, Shai, Noy, Gili, Omer, Shir, Ido, Itay,
Daniel, Ayalah and Ori.

I'was born in Isfahan in 1934 and immigrated to Israel of my own

volition in 1949 (my Aliyah story appears later in this volume).

I gathered biographies from native Iranians in Israel and I
did not believe how many worked in fields such as medicine,
research, the military, literature, art, and poetry (to name
but a few). Before including them in this volume, I personally
obtained their consent or that of their descendants and those
who agreed are includede in the book. It is obvious to everyone
that there are many more good people - hopefully in the future

their life story will be written down as well.

Ben-Hur Ezri
Jerusalem, 2018
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eyes, like angels, keeping us abreast of what was happening
in Israel. We were especially impressed by our friend Shlomo
Hillel, who acted in favor of the Iraqi Jews Aliyah through Iran,
and later served as Knesset speaker and minister in the Israeli

government.

In Tehran we continued to “sit on our suitcases”. We waited
anxiously for the day when we would finally make Aliyah
together, but my father and brother’s responsibilities for the
new influx of illegal immigrants from Iraq forced us to postpone
the date of immigration again and again. We had little interest
in our studies. During the lessons, we waited impatiently for
the final bell to ring. From school I hurried home and after a
short stop, reached “Hechalutz” club, where I became immersed

in the atmosphere of the Land of Israel.

At the beginning of March 1949, I was in class, deeply
immersed in solving an arithmetic problem. Suddenly the
school custodian came in and asked the teacher to send me to
the principal’s office. In the principal’s office I found my sister
Esther waiting for me. The principal, in a soft, paternal voice,
informed us that at my parents’ request he was releasing us for
a short leave of absence in Isfahan, our hometown. I happily
ran to the classroom to pick up my bags and books and went
home with my sister. On the way I was tense and waited for
explanations from her or my brothers about the haste and
urgency of going to Isfahan. My sister told me stories that did
not convince me, and later it turned out that she did not know

the real reasons for the trip.

At home, my mother greeted us with hugs, kisses and tears
of joy, while father rushed us to the market in order to buy
clothes and gifts for the family in Isfahan. On the way, I asked
my father many questions, but received few convincing or

satisfactory answers.

We returned to our house, and at dinner I was told that I would
travel with my brother Albert (who probably knew what was
about to transpire), who was four years my senior and would
later become a journalist who headed the Voice of Israel in
Persian. I was ecstatic, how beautiful it would be to travel back
with him to Isfahan and re-live the “crazy life” we enjoyed

there together. We hurried to finish our meal, pack and to get

to the bus stop in time. We left the house and to my surprise
instead of heading towards the bus stop we continued to the
Jewish cemetery on the outskirts of the city, to a place we called
“Camp”, which secretly housed with Jewish refugees from Iraq
on their way to Israel. When we arrived at the camp gate, the
meaning of all the haste and secrecy of the last few hours
became clear, and slowly the truth was revealed as I heard the
news that I had been expecting for years: “Tomorrow morning
we will be flying to Eretz Israel”; I could not believe my ears! At

last [ was about to be on my way to the Promised Land.

My joy, however, was incomplete, as I had been unable to
part properly from friends and family, most especially my
mother, who was not told the truth as it was feared that she
would oppose the journey due to my age (I was barely 15).
I was shocked; I could did not fully make sense of what was
happening to me. Joy and sadness were all mixed up. I thought
I might have been hallucinating as everything happened so
quickly. Was it really possible that the dream had become a
reality? We parted from my father in a warm embrace. The camp
manager took us and led us to a “bedroom”, a huge tent with
many beds. I got on my bed a little anxious. For the first time in
my life I slept with strangers, without my family and far from
my mother. I tossed and turned all night, it was only at dawn
that a deep sleep fell upon me. I was roused by the shouting
of the “wake-up call” I went to breakfast and to meet my new
“parents”. I was told to assume the identity of an Iraqi native
and that I had to stay close to the group until we boarded the
flight. We were all warned not to speak out at the airport, lest
our true identities be revealed. After breakfast we boarded the
bus, each with his “parents”. We arrived at the international
airport and were taken via a side road to the plane. There, a
surprise awaited us, next to the plane were officers and field
workers with my father. I was eager to get close to him but
could not. My father simply ignored me, as if he did not know
me at all. “My parents,” who knew my father well, understood
what was going on, prevented me from lingering, and hurried

to get me on the plane.

We were crammed into a small two-engine aircraft, packed with
about 25 passengers. I settled between “my parents” while the

image of my last encounter with my father was still fresh in my
continue in page 24
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Ben-Hur Ezri:

The story of my Aliyah —

A dream that came true and
longing for my mother

I was born in Isfahan on November 2, 1934. It was a great
privilege for me to have been born into a Zionist Jewish
home where “sitting on suitcases” (waiting to immigrate to
the HolyLand) was taken for granted. Influenced by my father
Zion Ezri and with the encouragement of my mother Chanum-
Chana (of the Sinai family), all our family members prepared
anxiously for Aliyah. We changed houses and apartments far
more frequently than was the custom in those days, so as not
to settle in the Diaspora and strike roots. The atmosphere of
transience and the expectation of Aliyah were present in our

everyday lives.

My late father Zion Ezri (after whom a religious state school
in the Givat Mordechai neighborhood of Jerusalem is named,)
was the head of the community in Isfahan and the founder
of the local branch of the Jewish National Fund. He had
devoted most of his life to the affairs of the community and
promoting and representing it with joy and honor before the
authorities. He was well educated, and an officer in the Iranian
army (a rarity among minorities, especially Jews). He publicly
took pride in his Jewishness at every opportunity and never
denied it. He was a French teacher, a much favored educator,
among his many students were future prime ministers,
ministers and influential members of the royal court. He
utilized his extensive connections for the benefit of the Jewish
community, for its welfare and advancement. He was among
the first to deal with the temporary absorption of so-called
“Tehran Children” holocaust survivors, prior to their final
immigration. Worked on behalf of the illegal immigration of
Iraqi Jews to Israel via Iran and of Iranian Jews. These and
many others of his accomplishments are documents in the
book “History of Life,” published in Hebrew, Persian and
English.

Our house was open to all and served as a hostel for emissaries
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from Israel and Jewish passersby from the provinces. The late
President of Israel Yitzhak Ben-Zvi recalled his visit to our
home in Isfahan and noted that he received great support
from my father for his research into the history of Oriental

Jews.

In early 1947, my father decided to move from Isfahan to
Tehran. The transfer was sudden and only later were we to
understand its true purpose. My father wanted to be close
to his associates in the top echelons of the capital, to hasten
preparations for our immigration to Israel and personally
supervise the immigration of Iragi Jews through Iran to Israel
(which was still in its infancy). More than once, when we were
seated at the table and before the blessings were said, an urgent
message was received: “A group of young Jews who wanted to
escape from Iraq were caught at the border and destined for
deportation.” Their return to Iraq meant trial and hanging
in the city square. My father did not hesitate for a moment,
he hastily organized himself, bid us farewell and hurried
travelled hundreds of kilometers away in order to free these
young prisoners. We wished him a safe journey and prayed for
his success. He wisely took advantage of many connections,
and succeeded each time in canceling the deportation decree
through his devotion and his faith in the justice of his mission.
Upon the release of these prisoners, he would personally
accompany them to Tehran as they made their way to Israel (see
in more detail in the book “Which of You Are All My People”,
pages 45-46).

We children were bit by the bug of public service as well. We
became members of “Hechalutz” movement, which my elder
brother Meir founded in Tehran and other cities. He was my
father’s right hand in all his public activities and later became
Israel’s first ambassador to Iran. My other brother Albert, who
was older than me, excelled in sports and served as a counselor
and in “Hechalutz” movement. Our sister Esther, who was most
popular among members of our community, was also an active

member of the movement, encouraging others to follow her lead.

Emissaries from Israel came to my father, brother Meir, and the
local Alyiah activists for advice and cooperation. We children

were proud to be close to these messengers, who were, in our



mind. The plane took off and everyone breathed a sigh of relief.
I was the first child to immigrate to Israel on his own from Iran
after the establishment of the state. Later, when my father’s
opponents attacked him for daring to send a child without
parents abroad, he replied that as an activist in encouraging
Aliyah, he wanted to serve as a model for all Jews to follow
suit and he did not regret his actions. Indeed, many families
followed my father’s example and sent their children ahead of

them to Israel, joining them at a later date.

The flight was hard and bumpy with air pockets. The plane rose
and fell as if it were traveling on waves, causing many to be sick
to their stomachs with an atmosphere of uneasiness and fear.
Something felt wrong, everyone spoke Arabic, a language I did
not understand. Then, as the plane stabilized, fatigue increased,
I closed my eyes and fell into a deep fitful sleep full of detailed
and frightening dreams. I do not know how long I slept but
woke up upon landing. As I saw the doors of the plane open,
I ran with great joy in order to be among the first to get out
and walk on to the holy land. My joy, however, did not last
long. A short distance away from me stood none other than my
dear father. I was shocked. He hurried toward me and I fell into
his arms. “What’s going on?” I asked, not waiting for answers
before asking even more questions. “Where was mother and all
the family?” “How did you arrive ahead of me?” Father was pale
as a chalk, he embraced me and began to explain calmly: “You
were returned to Tehran, we were anxious for your safety, as
you were in danger of a crash. A few moments after the takeoff,
a malfunction was discovered in one of the engines, and the
pilot decided to return to Tehran.” “Soon, you will go back to the

camp and wait for the next flight tomorrow” he said.

I begged to go home and say good-bye to my mother, sister and
close friends. When no response came, I slipped away from my
father and started to run away from the plane. Suddenly, a huge
truck raced toward me ran me over. The creak of the brakes
woke me from this terrible dream, but after a few moments I
fell asleep again. In my next dream I arrived in Israel, happily
ensconced in the Kibbutz with the other children from the
ingathering of the exiles. One day we go out for a sail but the
boat turns over and we all sink down into the depths. I float up,

and am once more awaked, shaking and sweating. “My parents”

try to calm me, offering me food and water with tenderness and
love. After that, I did my best to keep my eyes open for fear of
falling asleep again. I reconstructed what had happened in my
dreams over the last few hours, immersed myself in positive
thoughts and fantasized about what [ would do in Israel and
how happy I would be. The landing of the aircraft and roar of
the joy from the passengers brought me back to the earthy
plane of reality.

At the entrance to the passenger hall my eyes lit up and there
was no end to my joy: The first person who came to greet us
with wished of welcome to the land of Israel was none other
than our old family friend Shlomo Hillel. During our first days,
it was he who arranged for us to tour the land and acclimatize

to the country I had so longed to explore and settle on.

After a short reception and official arrangements, we were sent
to an immigrant home in Kiryat Motzkin. I will never forget my
first hours in Israel. As we drove, I admired its beauty of the
green fields and its bright light. The hues of green orchards and
vivid color of the oranges made me forget the jolts of the road
and the trauma of the journey. My dream had come true and I

was the happiest person on earth!
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I was born in Kermanshah in 1945. I studied at the “Alliance”
School for seven years, graduated from high school and
immigrated to Israel in 1965. I was accepted to study Structural
Engineering at the Technion in Haifa, and completed my
studies in 1970. I completed 14 years of military service in the
IDF Air Force’s construction department. Upon my return to
civilian life, I opened an independent office and to this day [ am

engaged in building engineering.

Ilove Iranian culture and especially the noble Persian language.
I have devoted myself to the study of the Farsi language and
have written four books: “Flag of Peace” — about the life of
Jews in my hometown of Kermanshah and about the close
ties between Muslims and Jews in the city; About the life of
poet Jalal a-Din Rumi and his famous poems; “The Events that
took place in the Days of Herzl for 100 Years” - following talks
with the Iranian people about the State of Israel in the weekly
program I gave for eight years on Radio “Radis Inn” in Persian,
and “Military Leader Shimon Bar Kokhva” — about the life of
the hero of Israel and his war against the Romans. I manage a
Facebook page where I write regularly about the culture of Iran
and Israel and the good relations that existed between the two

countries during the reign of the Shah.

I work together with Iranians in exile on a project to change the
Persian script — which is currently written in Arabic letters —
back to an ancient Persian script that was used before the Arab

conquest of Iran.
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I was born in Yazd into a religiously observant family and
immigrated to Israel with my parents in 1964. My father
visited Israel several times prior to immigration, and on the
final visit bought a house in Jerusalem. Despite his advanced
age and formerly high status in Iran, he harvested in the fields
of Israel in order to earn his livelihood and support his family.
He never resented this, stating that “complaining in Israel is
a sin.” I enlisted in the IDF, and after falling the pilot’s tests
and became a member of the Centurion tank in the Armored
Corps. In 1972 I completed compulsory service and was
discharged from the IDE. In the evenings I studied and for my
living I worked in painting houses and plastering. On Saturday
morning, when the Yom Kippur War broke out, I arrived and
was sent to the southern sector. I fought nonstop until our tank
received a direct hit and a fire broke out. The tank crew and I
were hospitalized at the Sheba Medical Center in Tel Hashomer.
I stayed there for about 80 days and after many surgeries —
especially in the eye and jaw — I was sent to Hadassah Hospital
in Jerusalem. The staff at both hospitals were dedicated and
professional. For years I've worked in the laboratory for clinical
virology at Hadassah Hospital. Today, my body still has much
shrapnel, one of which is close to my brain membrane. [ am

happily married to my wife Tzipi, and we have three children.
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Born in Kerman in 1957 in a religious family that immigrated
to Israel in 1959 and settled in Rehovot. In his youth he worked
in a laboratory at the Weizmann Institute of Science and is
currently a lecturer, thinker and researcher in the fields of

biology, physics, psychology and philosophy.

Although he had no formal academic education, he was
accepted to a direct PhD track in physics at Tel Aviv University.
During this period his name was immortalized in the Elitzur-
Weidemann experiment in the field of quantum physics, and his
Doctoral degree was awarded by the Institute for the History
and Philosophy of Science and Ideas and the Department of
Physics. He is a colorful, remarkable example of the human

spirit.

He is the author of the book “Forensic Psychoanalytic Studies
in Judaism and the Bible” and co-author of the article “What
would you tell a person on the roof?” with psychologist Haim
Omer. The article was published in English, Arabic, German,

Russian and Hungarian, and generated much discussion.

Elitzur taught at the Faculty of Interdisciplinary Studies at Bar-
Ilan University and is a Professor of Physics at the Institute for
Quantum Studies at Chapman University, California, alongside
with several Nobel laureates. He is a Jury member for several
prestigious awards and publishes articles and books in Israel

and abroad.

He conveys a great deal of knowledge in a rich language
peppered with humor, so as to make complex scientific subjects
accessible through simple examples - and is therefore a much

sought-after lecturer.
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Resident of Holon since I immigrated to Israel from Iran in
1959. A blind-born woman married to a seeing man. I finished
elementary school in “Beit Chinuch Ivrim” in Jerusalem under
boarding conditions. I am a graduate of the New High School
in Holon (now Ayalon High School).

I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Talmud and Education and a
Teaching Certificate in Oral Law at the high school level from
the Tel Aviv University. Throughout my studies, I worked full
time at the Licensing Office in Holon, these were desperately

overworked years, but I never gave up.

I taught sighted elementary school students in Israel and Los
Angeles. I taught voluntarily in several frameworks. I was a
counselor for the “Dialogue in the Dark” (blindness educational
experience) at the Holon Children’s Museum from its inception

for 13 years. Today I lecture voluntarily.

I am active in the “Iran born female writers” group; In 2016
my autobiography “My Life Maze” was published, where I
recount the story of my life full of upheavals and tribulations
and significant accomplishment. The book received exposure in
the media, including electronic media, newspapers, television

and radio.
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Born in Tehran and immigrated to Israel in 1963. He married
Sarah of the Mordi family, a native of Hamedan. He played Ney
(Persian flute made of cherry wood) and other instruments; He
was a member of the “Natural Selection” (“Habrera Hativeet”)
group at the beginning of its path. In Iran, as well as in Israel,
he worked in street theater, among others. In 1998 he ordered
his body for research and science and before the decision he
consulted with his wife Sarah and received her blessing. He died
on 25 July, 2017.
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Born in Hamedan in 1939. He came to Israel in 1968 to
specialize in psychiatry, and at the end of his studies he
returned to Iran. He was a psychiatrist at the air force hospital
in Iran and I also worked in private practic. In 1987 he
immigrated to Israel with his wife and two daughters. At the
Beer Ya’akov Hospital he was a psychogeriatrist physician, a
deputy senior director and a deputy director of the department,
and he studied diploma studies in psychogeriatrics. In 2004 he

retired.

Since 2000, he has been working at the Holocaust Survivors’
Center at Beer Ya’akov Hospital and he is a member of the
Regional Psychiatric Committee. He published three books of
Persian poetry: “Splendor of Lord” - from the stories of the
Bible in Persian poetry; On the Book of Esther; “Shida and

Nogin” - love stories.
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Lawyer and architect, author of books on real estate law. He
lectured in the training of judges, lawyers and academics in
the field of real estate law, was an arbitrator and mediator and
expert on behalf of the courts. Regularly participated in the
media and was an expert on Kol Israel Radio live broadcasts
for answers to questions of listeners in the areas of real estate,

planning and construction and real estate taxation.

He was born in Iran in 1959 and immigrated to Israel following
the 1979 revolution. In 1984 he completed his studies in the
Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning at the Technion in
Haifa. After completing his military service in the Education
Corps, he served as the commander of an information unit.
He began studying law at Tel Aviv University and continued
his Master’s Degree in Commercial Law at Bar-Ilan University.
An independent lawyer since 1995, he led several important
laws in real estate law to the Supreme Court. His lectures in
the field of real estate made him a sought after lecturer in
courses for judges, lawyers and the general public. In 1996,
he delivered a series of thirteen lectures in the framework of
the Open University that were broadcast on IDF Radio, and
later published in a booklet explaining to the general public the

basics of real estate law.

He was a member of the Land and Property Forum in the
Israel Bar Association and influenced many of the proposals
for changes in the real estate sector in the Knesset. Lectured
in property law at the Kiryat Ono Academic College and in
courses for training interns in preparation for Bar Association
examinations. In 2004 he published his book “Real Estate
Law - Principles and Rules”. In 2015, his book, “The Real
Estate Law, Planning and Building in Light of the Sources of
Jewish Law,” was published, the first of its kind to examine the
fundamentals of land law and planning and construction, as
reflected in Jewish law sources from the Torah, the Prophets
and the Scriptures. In matters of land reflected in the Bible as a
tool to close social gaps and minimize the power of elites. As the
book states, the legal heritage of Jewish scripture is the identity
card of the people. Reference to the legal aspect of the Bible
and the Jewish heritage can provide a different and refreshing
perspective to the world of the Bible. He died in 2017.



;" NAPNWE VXY VXY K12 2Py WP
*nnYnwn ,nuamsa ovva X TN
7727 NMIMINKY DMYPn 0w 0°0pa

1722 PPIw-Tn T 0P oA

,N137 N1POXIWC N1AXA31 Cnannwi
n1PIp IRk 1TNYL NM7T031 0°0IA
1200 1T IXPRY Dwpn o
,MIMINY ,N127N0% Yy 191 JpPnw Tpana

0°3M2 NS JAnn 2IN D112 .N°D79 19WwH1 n1ond
72% oy Pomt ,mbrana baph ooviah ovnw ooviInRal

771N 73 OANAN

abogly plalysl
Avraham Bar Orian

111X

N1 m1 1946 NIW31 |XIDOXL *NI911
Y1511 YN pRwnt NANIK NN PNAAN
N°0792 11 NIANT 7123 NDNNWT X0
"NaN YN A DX 7183 NP1ava i

Mpan navh

"NTAY °N0IEYT 1964 NIWA XN 2NHOY
0917 "ND121 X DX 1777 *KIJV T’PDNa
"NENNWI N1°101N0 "N°R10 ,N1ANINGA

T3 MIRDT TIORONY PNIK IR0 PTIMT T L N3 070102
YAX2 "NT0? IXT°N2 712801n0 anxY Jaom KYRwn TN ow
NXDA NI2TINT M1 0D XY 0°XaNa Yyaw ,*01n oKX N

M1 NNV MAwT 12177 an¥aY "no1 .020%pna onn

Mn23 *NaNNW XA YIPMT DY1INA .pRwni NARINK DX PNAAR 11790
JTIP720 nawy nvom OXIwen DUIK 183 N0y 0 1092 T NN

JND1I2T DN > 38



6Su3b A SaS flia.@ BI) ol ooly Olgol yo VaFF Jlw
Lz )0 Ol 00 Al lude Lazilaz 00 bl Cwgd |y
O3 RS 090 9 p3S CSE Sae 9 b slBL) 4 Giolé
Olsis 4y gilwa el 6l 9 puzsS Blpal 4 V8P Jlo 08,5
ol )l Ao GLod dy dtua] ditual 010, IS 4y 530l eSS
Cwd 03,5 G3b deliiolé 5 old Wiz 1> 5 pog dlyp ¢ o
@ Lo 5o 6 WSS "eola" U5l ol S5 Gow @ lye Codigh n
£,540 ) B (puniSS Ylgis

B o)y 1y Syl 5L 03; SG Oyl 5o el LMBS) o
G Gy 030,500 IS Sldbsls den jiolasl &S 65,5 5y 4l
Jlo 53l b ead,Sue Callsd 6)lgdd bl b )0 ddgy 3545 Lbls
TP 09z Blual OIS 4eljsy 5 pogr 3390 sleun £ 5o
W3S Galiw (e 58 3 O3l 958 5 SIS

SlawysS - @BL o) o Olaz 4 dtws] dtwal dus I pulw b
ULy 00,58 6 0)90 S dloz S Ao g diwe) Hd GSUSS
2355 CS5h lshd ¢ Gl slaialé 5o puihIS |y Glo)SHS
@ boye & el 6 Sensl Jbw g okd iz o
Owized 9 03,5 $)b g dlaysls 5 Olpl 4 by slaib,>
O3 Gl 39 Gl Ob) 5 Giw (gio (Samyd sle di) 5o
358

$l2 G O5SUsS el 50 9 due gy 53 e dgial 1 0938
G (39,00 Cygo dy (mde Sladols Gulss) Osili> lyz
o3lel dgatn  iiw pwle $lp 1y OUlgzgd Guien aiSus

5

39 ONIW? YIND 1712 XK 0TV 190N

I was born in Isfahan in 1946 and from childhood I loved
the art of acting. In the “Hechalutz” movement in Tehran, I
participated in several plays, both in Persian and in Hebrew for
visitors from Israel, and I received critical acclaim. I immigrated
to Israel in 1964, and worked as a radio technician. Slowly I
entered the world of theatre, guided programs and participated
in films and plays.

The hand of fate brought me to Habima National Theater,
where I was a qualified electrician. After the revolution in Iran,
I founded a Persian theater in Israel, which operated under
difficult conditions and in a spirit of volunteerism due to lack of
funds. The venture was successful and received critical acclaim

by the journalists Noah Klieger and Yaakov Bar-On.

Gradually, I became part of the art world, thankfully, I studied
in various courses related to the stage arts, including a one-year
crash course in directing. I have participated in many Israeli
plays, films and American TV series, including those related
to Iran and the Middle East, as an actor, as well as an advisor
on Persian culture, art, tradition and language. In addition to
acting, I serve as a cantor on holidays and at various events and

I prepare boys for their Bar Mitzvah.
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Born in Borujerd, 1939. Jewish Agency emissary in Iran before
and during the Islamic revolution. In Israel he served in the
Mossad intelligence agency and special operations unit, playing
an important role in smuggling Iranian Jews. In 2005, on
Israel’s 57th Independence Day, he was given the second highest
civil honor when he was invited to light a torch at the national
ceremony for his work, described in the book “The Reader at the

Gate - The Story of the Smuggling of Iranian Jews.”
Two events from his memoirs:

“Aryeh Ben-Eliezer, Menachem Begin’s deputy, was a member
of the Irgun, and in 1970 he died. At Aryeh’s funeral I stood
beside Begin while he eulogized him with great excitement. The
eulogy left a deep impression on me and of my great esteem and
respect for the man, and because [ admired Begin for his work,
I vowed that if I had a son I would give him the name Aryeh.
I shared my decision with my wife, and a week later our first
son was born, whom we indeed named Aryeh. About a month
later, on a Friday afternoon, I arrived at Tel Aviv’'s Metzudat
Ze’ev to tell Menachem Begin about my son’s birth. I said “Mr.
Begin, I want to share with you some news, I have a son and
I want to be the first to name him after Aryeh’s.” Begin had

already made his way to his car, but got out and stood up in
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excitement. I knew how much he loved his deputy and missed
him. I also knew that Aryeh and his wife Yehudit were childless,
and therefore Begin attached great importance to this. He took
my hand and said we should go back to his office to tell Aryeh’s
widow Yehudit and ask for her permission. Together we went
to his office and Begin dialed her and told her the news. Begin
finished the conversation, removed a large white handkerchief

from his pocket and wipe away his tears.”

“In 1960, a plane carrying Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion
landed at Lod airport, and I was chosen with other soldiers to
stand in the honor guard as it landed. As we stood in formation
the sky darkened and torrential rain began to fall. Of course,
in the absence of an order to move, we stood still and waited.
Prime Minister Ben-Gurion got off the plane, turned to Chief
of Staff Haim Laskov and shouted in his unique voice:

“Haim, what are the soldiers doing?”

“In your honor, the soldiers came to greet you,” replied the chief
of staff.

The prime minister told the chief of staff that he did not want
to see soldiers getting wet in the rain, and did not move until
we were released, returned to our base and at his request given
dry clothes and hot drinks.”
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I was born in Isfahan in 1938. At the age of 11 we moved to
Tehran. At the University of Tehran I completed six years of
Veterinary Medicine. During my studies I was involved in
“Hechalutz” movement. In 1964, I married Yaffa, and was
accepted to continue to study at the University of lowa in the
United States. Shortly after the wedding, we met with Yigal
Allon, who was Minister of Labor and came to visit Tehran.
During his stay Yigal Allon came to visit my family’s home,
where my wife and I talked to him. He persuaded us to examine
the possibility of continuing studies in Israel. Following the
conversation we have decided to spend the honeymoon in
Israel, and we flew over. In Israel I met with the Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine in Jerusalem and was accepted to continue
my studies in Bacteriology in the Faculty. I worked in research
of bacteriology in the Faculty of Medicine in Jerusalem and
in Nahal Sorek in the study of the screening of food and
medical equipment. In 1975, I was appointed to the position of
responsible for the experimental surgery at the Animal House
of the Medical School in Jerusalem. In 1982 I left the Medical
School for the Public Health Officer of Mateh Binyamin, Har
Adar and Givat Ze’ev. I enlisted in the IDF, and after a short
period of time I went to a medical officer’s course and received
the rank of lieutenant. In the reserves I was assigned to the
Medical Corps as a public health officer. During the Yom Kippur
War, [ was drafted into reserve duty and was stationed at Sinai
in the medical battalion. I toured the posts and dealt mainly
with sanitation and water. We had three sons: Ilan, Yaron
and Lior, who all served in elite combat units. Ilan, Director
of the Women’s Department at Hillel Yaffe Hospital, Senior
Lecturer at the Technion and a partner in numerous studies
and publications; Yaron is a senior lecturer in the Faculty of
Veterinary Medicine at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem;

Lior is involved in law and real estate entrepreneurship.
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Born in Isfahan in 1915 and immigrated to Israel in 1935. At
first he worked in Jerusalem making a living in the distribution
of ice. Later, during the British Mandate he was a guard. After
the establishment of the State of Israel he joined the police
and was promoted to the rank of Chief Superintendent. In
this capacity, he frequently hosted many of the Persian officers
who visited the country during the Shah’s reign for tours and

studies. Yosef died in Jerusalem, where he was buried.
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I was born in Tehran. At the age of 11, shortly after my father’s
death, I immigrated to Eretz Israel alone in the Youth Aliyah. I
completed my elementary and high school studies at the Zionist
Youth Farm - seven important years that shaped my character
and personality in Israel. I completed my military service as a
company commander. I graduated from the Faculty of Medicine
at the Technion and was a plastic surgery resident at Rambam
Hospital, where I treated hundreds of those wounded in the Peace
for the Galilee war. After completing my residency at Rambam I
was called to establish a plastic surgery department at Nahariya
Hospital. I moved to Nahariya and set up a department that treated
hundreds of sick and wounded from all over the Galilee and from
the Lebanese border. Despite the difficult conditions and the
limited staff, the department dealt with a variety of surgeries in
advanced surgical techniques, treating congenital malformations,
bruising, burns, tumors and organ reconstruction. At the same
time, I was involved in research carried out simultaneously at
12 leading medical centers around the world. The results of the
study led to the development of POLYHEAL, for the treatment of
persistent chronic ulcers in the legs of diabetics prior to excision.

At Nahariya Hospital I initiated the establishment of the Faculty
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of Medicine in the Galilee, a national Zionist project intended to
improve the medical field and the welfare of the residents. The idea
struck a chord, and many good people worked to make it a reality,
including the Minister for the Development of the Negev and the
Galilee at the time, Shimon Peres, who supported the idea and
led to official governmental recognition. The many students who
are currently studying at the Faculty of Medicine in Safed are an

exciting testimony to the fulfillment of the vision.

About a decade ago, I left my job at Nahariya Hospital and
established the Doctors House in Haifa. At the same time, I
founded a company, G & G Biotechnology, which began research
and development of a lightweight implant for breast surgery and
breast reconstruction after cancer resection. This is the first and
only development in the world for easy implantation, yet it is
identical to other high quality implants and is already widely used

in the world.

I serve as a member of the medical examiner team for a specialist
degree in plastic surgery. I have published many articles and
regularly participate in international conferences. I am married

and the father of six children.
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Born in Tehran in 1945 to a Muslim family; his original name was
Jamsheed Hasani. After the matriculation exams, he enlisted
in the Iranian army, was named as an outstanding soldier
and graduated from officers’ training course. He served in the
police for seven years. An outstanding sportsman with medals,

in 1973 he participated in the student Olympics in Moscow.

After the Shah’s defeat, he established a patriotic movement
in Paris called “‘Javan” (“young”), along with other activities
succeeded in capturing the Iranian destroyer “Tabarzin” on
the coast of Spain. He studied law and humanities at Tehran
University. After completing his internship, he continued
studies at the Faculty of Law of the University of Paris, where

in 1984 he earned a Doctorate in law.

He studied Italian and German at colleges in Milan and
Frankfurt. He worked as a lawyer in Iran and, following a

conflict with the Islamic regime, received asylum in Australia.
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In the years 1994-1994 he studied theology and political
science in Australia and received another graduate degree. In
his later years, he learned from his sister’s daughter that he
was a member of the Jewish family of Bayview, who had come

to Iran from Russia in 1920 and had been converted to Islam.

In 1994 he came to Israel for two months for a study
commissioned by the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and
according to the will of the Creator remained in Israel - one of
the reasons for his stay in Israel was related to the translation
of Salman Rushdie’s book “The Satanic Verses” In 1992, he
founded the Yedidut Ve'Akhvah movement and today it

operates in Europe and the United States.

His numerous articles and poems have been published in
Persian, French and English. He is a member of the World
Bar Association, the Legal Organization for Energy and Oil

Research and the Israel Bar Association.
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Born in Isfahan to the Rabbani family. She was the first Jewish
teacher in Isfahan, and among the first Jewish teachers in
Iran. She taught many students, some of whom have become
famous in Iran and abroad. She immigrated to Israel in 1987.
Her husband died at an early age and she raised her children

on her own.
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Immigrated to Israel with his family - his wife Ehteram and
sons Eliyahu and Alon - in 1971. In Tehran he was a well-known
and successful merchant, yet he sold everything and bought a
house in Jerusalem on HaPalmach street and a shop on King
David street, and continued to trade in Judaica, antiquities
and gold and silver objects. In Israel, the family expanded, with
tow more children, Yael, a lawyer, and youngest son Yitzhak, a
swimming instructor and student. The two older sons continue

the father's path in the family business.
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Born in Mashhad in 1914 and immigrated to Eretz Israel in
1935. He began working in building and paving roads and was
a guard. He directed the Department of Oriental Communities
for the Histadrut and the Culture Department in the Jerusalem
Workers’ Council. From 1960 to 1965 he was a member of the
Jerusalem City Council. He was elected to the Fourth Knesset
and was a member of several House Committees. In the Sixth
Knesset he was a member of the Economics, Interior and
Environment, Labor and Welfare Committees. In the Seventh
Knesset he served as Deputy Speaker of the Knesset. He died

in 1982 and was buried in Jerusalem.
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The late Soleiman Haim
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Born in Tehran in 1887. Writer, playwriter and lexicographer:
He published dictionaries of Persian-English, Persian-French,
Persian-Hebrew and vice-versa; the dictionaries were known
as "Haim's Dictionary" and he himself was called "Master of
Words" and "Father of Iran's bilingual lexicography". Worked
as a translator and later on as director of procurement at
the Anglo-Iranian oil company. He wrote plays in Persian on
Biblical stories. In his spare time, he was a musician, an amateur
singer and a Persian Tar player, sought after in celebrations and
events, and appeared not for personal gain. On the occasion
of the publication of a Hebrew-Persian dictionary he lived in
Jerusalem and was in close contact with the lexicographer

Avraham Even-Shoshan.

Suleiman Haim died in Tehran in 1970 and was buried there.

He was married and father of six.
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Born in Kermanshah in 1888 to parents from Isfahan. The
character of "Monsieur Chaim" fascinated me* from an early age
and intrigued me to know more about him - but unfortunately I
could not. Later, I found in the memories of my late father Zion
Ben Avraham Ezri, who knew him and was friendly with him,
details that others did not know about him.

From the dawn of his youth, Shmuel Hayyim acted for the
Jews. He was an educated scholar who graduated with honors
from the "Kiach" school and was fluent in Persian, French and
English languages and knew a little Hebrew. A journalist of
supreme grace in those years; Published "The Life" in Tehran, a
newspaper distributed in other provincial cities and read not

only by Jews but also by many Muslims.

Thanks to his extensive education he progressed and was
appointed to positions during which hardly any minority
members, particularly Jews, served as deputy political
representative of the British forces, and later as customs
director in the Kurdistan region. During this period in the
First World War, there was heavy hunger in Iran; He discovered
that large quantities of wheat were stored in the government
warehouses and decided to distribute it to the hungry. The
authorities wanted to kill him for the act, but a Muslim friend
warned him in advance and he managed to escape from the area.

At first he appreciated the British, but later moved away from
them for various reasons and worked with all his might for
the Jews of Iran. Sometimes he corresponded with the Jewish
Agency Executive in Israel and Britain. In the 1924 elections
among the Jews of Iran, he beat his opponent Dr. Ayoub
Lukman Nehorai and was elected to the representative of the
Jews in the Majlis (Iranian parliament), where he served the
Jews for two years and represented them respectfully.

Slowly, the influence of his Jewish rivals and other competitors
began to seep. King Muhammad Reza Shah, the founder of
the Pahlavi dynasty and the father of the king, who dismissed
Khomeini, claimed that he did not guard the rights of the Jews.
The king, under the influence of his son-in-law, saw Shmuel as
a competitor and put him in prison for treason that had never
been proven. He was imprisoned for six years away from the
public eye and without trial. In 1931 he was executed, and his
bullet-riddled body was wrapped up and handed over to his
family. We lost a warm Jew, scholar and supporter; a loss for
all of us, all because of "baseless hatred".

* Words by the author, Ben-Hur Ezri.
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Born in Bandar Pahlavi in 1938, she completed her medical
studies with honors at Tehran University in 1968 and a year later
immigrated to Israel. She worked at the Hadassah Ein Kerem
Hospital in Jerusalem as a Doctor of skin and sex diseases and an
expert in hereditary skin diseases. She taught medical students
and served as Acting Director of the Department. She advised on
the subject of skin diseases to the National Insurance Institute
and to the "Debra" - Society for the treatment of skin damage
victims (epidermolysis bolosa) in Israel. She has published

numerous studies in international journals.
Two signs were hanging in Dr. Chacham Zadeh's room:
"Do not give up, your miracle is on the way."

"My Lord, please give me the serenity to accept the things I
cannot change, the courage to change what I can, and the

intelligence to distinguish between them."

At the age of eight Shoshana was diagnosed with muscular
dystrophy, which developed until she was confined to a
wheelchair. Her rare powers of mind and wisdom were
compensation for her physical disability. She had infinite
optimism, joy of life, and thanksgiving for what God had given her.

At the age of 16 she came to Israel for a medical opinion. When
the experts left her no chance of recovery, she decided to study
medicine to heal herself. At the age of 18, after completing her

matriculation exams in Iran, she taught mathematics, physics

59 ONIW? YIND 1712 XK 0TV 190N

and chemistry. To protect her, her parents tried to prevent
her from taking academic studies because they feared they
would be beyond her physical powers. As a protest, Shoshana
dug a pit and lay in it. When the anxious neighbors led her
frightened parents to the ground, she declared that she could
not accept their decision, and if they wanted to bury her alive,
they could! — Having no choice, her parents relented to her will.
She was equally determined years later, in her attempt to be a
full-fledged dermatologist at Hadassah Hospital. The director
of the department tried to dissuade her, explaining that the
work in the hospital was too demanding and that the doctors
needed constant movement. As usual, she did not give up, and
challenged him to a race with all the department doctors while
she was in her electric wheelchair. Of course, she won and

worked there for about 18 years!

She was devoted to her work, had phenomenal diagnostic
skills, loved to heal her patients, and never gave up. In the last
year of her life, sick and hospitalized herself at Hadassah, she
would put on her doctor's robe, go up to the eighth floor to
the skin clinic, see patients, and return exhausted to her bed.
She was always grateful to those who accompanied her on her
extraordinary life journey. She attributed her successes to her
friends and the organization of Jewish women in Iran. She
intended to put her life story in writing, but sadly before she
managed to do so she died in 1988, only 50 years old.
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The late Shalom Hammani
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Born in Sageez (Persian Kurdistan). He was active in bringing
the Persian jews of Kurdistan to Israel before he himself
immigrated to Israel in 1951. In 1964-1966 he was sent by
the Jewish Agency to Turkey and lived in Istanbul. During this
period, he extensively used his Persian passport and travelled
on the Agency’s behalf to several countries that did not allow
entry to Israeli passport holders. At the end of 1966 he returned

to Israel and continued in the private sector businesses world.

(Written by his brother, Uri Hammani)
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participated in many daring operations across the border. He
also participated in three wars: the Sinai Campaign, the Six-
Day War and the Yom Kippur War. The crowning glory of his
Zionist-social activities was his mission to Iran in 1959-1963
as head of "Hechalutz" movement in Iran. He increased the
movement's activity, established and expanded branches of
the movement in large cities (Tehran, Isfahan and Shiraz) and
established summer camps where boys and girls were taught
Jewish and Zionist values for two intensive weeks. Thanks to his
activities, tens of thousands of Iranian Jews became committed
to Zionism and Israel, and thousands immigrated to Israel. In
1967 he married Carmela, a native of Israel of Persian origin.
The couple has four children and eight grandchildren. After
immigrating to Israel (with the exception of the mission years
in Iran), he lived on several kibbutzim, first in Sdot Yam, later
in Kedma, and finally in Kabri. Due to family circumstances,
in 1973 he moved to Jerusalem. In recent decades, he was one
of the main members of the umbrella organization of Iranian
immigrants in Israel and at the same time Chairman of the
Association of Iranian Immigrants in Jerusalem. For nearly
seven decades he was involved in Zionist and social activities,
worked hard to bring the Jews of Iran to Israel, and volunteered

to assist them in their absorption in Israel.
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Born in Isfahan in 1936. His late father Rivi, a merchant who
worked most of the year outside the city, far from his family,
died at the age of 38, leaving six children, including the infant
Nuriel. The burden of supporting the family was borne by the
late mother Miriam. The late grandfather from the father's side,
Pinchas, was a textile merchant who sold his wares in villages
and towns around Isfahan and was murdered by Muslims in
tragic circumstances because of his Jewishness. The family
of his maternal grandfather was descended from Spanish
expellees who first came to Turkey and from there to Iran.
His grandfather and great grandfather were Great Rabbis in
Isfahan. His Great grandfather studied at the Great Yeshiva in
Baghdad where he was ordained as a rabbi. Nuriel studied at the
"Alliance" Jewish school until sixth grade, and then at the state-
vocational school to acquire a profession in order to immigrate
to Israel. At age 12 he joined "Tudeh" (The Communist
Party) youth club in Isfahan, in which he excelled and won a
commendation from the party leaders, much to the anger of
his fellow Muslims who ambushed and beat him severely. This
event put an end to Communist activities and brought him to
the Zionist movement. He joined the "Hechalutz" movement
and worked there until he immigrated to Israel in 1951. From
1954 to 1956 he served in the Paratroopers Brigade and
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Born in Isfahan in 1940 and immigrated to Israel in 1963. An
enthusiastic Zionist, he succeeded in persuading his family to
immigrate to Israel. He agreed to give up medical studies at the
university, in order to move to Israel and fulfill his dream of
living in Jerusalem. At first he found it difficult to get hired for
the construction work, and suggested to the contractor that he
work for him for a period of unpaid intern. Due to his efforts,

he was eventually employed at full wages.

Since 1965 he has carried out all stages of construction with his
own hands, and to this day he is building unique and prestigious
projects, mainly in and around Jerusalem. He worked with
his father, brother, sons and grandson, third and fourth
generations of the builders of the Holy City and today “Hasid
Brothers” is among the most esteemed companies in Israel. In
the 1980s, Zion Hasid was elected to the management of the
Association of Contractors and Builders, and as Chairman of

the resources committee of Habonim Association.

He contributed to the reduction of development fees to
contractors by tens of percentage points and to the freezing
of prices for an unprecedented period of six years. He was a
member of the Masonic Bureau of Jerusalem and for two years

served as its President.

Today he is a member of the Presidium of Habonim Association
and a member of the Planning and Building Committee and
the Municipal Committee of Habonim Association in Israel.
“Hasid Brothers” has built an advanced and sophisticated Music
Center in Jerusalem’s Gonenim neighborhood for the benefit
of the Jerusalem public. The company built three self-financed
synagogues in Jerusalem, participated in the construction of
many other synagogues in the city, and the family donated

Torah scrolls to synagogues.

Zion Hasid rehabilitated and renovated the “Garden of the
Horse” (“Garden of the Menorah”) on King George street in
Jerusalem. Recently, he was unanimously elected chairman of
the umbrella organization of the Iranian immigrants in Israel,
and in his role he tries to revive and glorify the heritage and

culture of the Iranian Jews in Israel.
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I was born in Isfahan in 1944. At the age of 14 we moved to
Tehran, and at age 16 I was admitted to the School of Structural
Engineering at the University of Pahlavi in Shiraz. In 1966 I
completed my Master’s degree in Structural Engineering. I
worked for ten years as a senior structural engineer for the
roads and buildings of the Iranian army. In addition to working
in the army, [ had a private office for planning commercial,
residential and public buildings. In 1973 I married Shahla,
and together we raised two children in Iran. In 1979, after the
revolution, we immigrated to Israel. At first I was an employee
site engineer, and then a Jewish Agency inspector for the
establishment of Ma’aleh Amos. I established an engineering
and construction company and [ was a contractor and building
engineer. In Israel, two more children were born, and today
we have grandchildren of various ages. For thirty-five years
I have been working in my private office for architecture and
engineering, and for the last seven years have been joined by
one of my children (a structural engineer as well) and together

we work and provide income for our families.
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Born in Isfahan in 1924 in a work weary family of many children.
His late mother, Sarah, was the main breadwinner and Shimon
helped her after school. He raised farm animals in the yard,
and the family enjoying their products. At the age of 12, he
moved with his family to Tehran and began working in a wood
factory and garage. Most of his salary was given to his mother
and with the little that was left he used to study the violin. At
the age of 16 he joined the "Tudeh" communist party until he
realized that communism would not solve the Jewish problem
and left the party. Along with emissaries from Eretz Israel he
founded "Hechalutz" movement in Iran and for years he brought
thousands of Jews to Israel, especially among the youngsters.

Many Iranian Jews called him a "prophet” or a "messiah."

In 1950 he was sent to study in Israel at the Institute for
Overseas Studies. Two years later he returned to Iran and
married his wife Iran, who changed her name to Ziona. In
1957 he immigrated to Israel with his wife and eldest son,
Giora, and settled in Kibbutz Alonim. In the early 1960s he
studied at the Efal Seminary, and in 1962 he was sent with his
family as an emissary in Iran on behalf of the Jewish Agency
and Hakibbutz Hameuhad. During his four years in Iran, he
expanded the activities of "Hechalutz" movement, operating
branches in large cities, teaching Zionism, especially among
young people, and bringing Jews to Israel. He was among the
founders of the school and kindergarten for the children of the

Israelis in Tehran.

Upon his return from Iran, he changed his surname to the
Hebrew 'Hatsav', though for many years after people kept
calling him by his previous name. He was one of the founders
of the umbrella organization of Iranian immigrants in Israel,
was a driving force behind it, and for years was at its helm.
Shimon continued to work in his kibbutz in the fields, growing
fruit trees and in the garage, and for years served as culture
coordinator of the kibbutz. Shimon and Ziona had three sons
and a daughter. Their late daughter, Dina, died of a serious
illness at age 29. Their late son Ya'acobi was murdered by
Palestinian terrorists at age 42. The loss of two children within
four years was unbearably difficult for Shimon, yet he continued
his public activities for the Jews of Iran as he had done with

love and devotion for 70 years. He passed away in 2011.
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Born in Abadan. After high school in Tehran she immigrated
to Israel. For many years she was an announcer in the Voice of
Israel in Persian. She is especially knowledgeable in the areas
of Iranian literature and art. For five years she specialized in
classical Persian singing and music at the Center for Middle

Eastern Classical Music in Jerusalem.
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Born in Yazd in 1960. Studied mechanical engineering at the

University of Tehran and immigrated to Israel in 1978.

He studied electrical engineering at the Technion and gained a
Master's degree in applied physics from the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem, an Electric Engineering degree from Washington
University in Seattle, and a PhD in Electric Engineering from
the Technion. After several years in the high-tech industry, in
1995 joined the faculty of the Holon Institute of Technology,
founded the Department of Communications Engineering (the
first and only in Israel) and headed it until 2008.

Published more than 100 articles in international professional
journals and conferences in Europe and the United States.
In 1995 he wrote an electro-optics textbook published at
the Open University. In 2016, he co-authored with Dr. Ariel
Luzzatto (formerly Chief Scientist at Motorola) a book on
wireless transmitters and receivers that was published by
Wiley International and serves as a textbook in hundreds
of universities around the world. He founded the Radiation
Laboratory at the Holon Institute of Technology - the only
laboratory in Israel with radiation measurement methods that

is absorbed in the human body.

He received research grants from the Ministry of Defense,
the Medical Corps, the Chief Scientist and the European
Union. Among the patents he wrote were: a system for the
rehabilitation of patients after a stroke, and innovative
antennas. He founded two high-tech companies: "Meditouch",
which develops systems for repair, and "Manfred Technologies",
which specializes in the development of unique antennas and

microwave systems for disinfection of agricultural substrates.

In 2014 he was appointed vice president of academic
development at the Holon Institute of Technology, and since
2016 head of the graduate school of the Institute.
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Born in Tehran in 1962 and at the age of eight immigrated
to Israel with her parents and three sisters. She discovered a
natural talent for singing and acting, and after her army service
she attended the Beit Zvi School of the Performing Arts.

She became famous in the 1986 pre-Eurovision Song Contest
in the song “The Path to Escape,” and two years later became
Israel’s representative in the Eurovision Song Contest. Record
sales of more than one million copies of her albums and her
numerous “Singer of the Year” titles gave her the status of a

national singer and an international ambassador for Israel.

As part of a poll marking Israel’s 60* anniversary, she won the
title “All-Time Singer of Israel”. She participated in the musical
“My Fair Lady” and in the plays “Taming of the Shrew” and
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” and her performance in the movie
“One Thousand Women of Naftali Siman Tov” won her the title
of “Actress of the Year”. Rita wrote the children’s book “Heart
of Shiraz” based on a childhood story she heard and told her
daughters, with illustrations inspired by the rich art world of

Iranian Jewry.

“My Joys” — her Persian-language album, featuring traditional
songs from Iran with modern interpretation, has been
distributed in Iran via underground networks of fans. In 2013,
in a goodwill gesture from the Israeli delegation to the United
Nations under the leadership of Ambassador Ron Prosor, she
became the first female singer ever to appear at the United
Nations. In the plenary hall in front of UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon and more than 120 missions, she sang “Sounds

for Peace” in Persian, Hebrew and English.

Other highlights of her illustrious career include countless
concerts with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, as well as the
President’s Residence, during visits by Italian Prime Minister
Berlusconi and US Presidents Clinton, Bush and Obama. She
sang “Hatikvah” in “The Bells of the Jubilee” on Independence
Day 1998, “Fly, nestling” (“Uf, Gozal”) with Shimon Peres in
“Singing Independence” 2014, and “Jerusalem of Gold” at the
torch lighting ceremony of Independence Day 2017.
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Born in Isfahan in 1937 and immigrated to Israel in 1950.
Painter, graphic designer and photographer. With the help
of the Youth Aliyah Scholarship he studied painting with
Prof. Joseph Schwartzman in Tel Aviv and graphics at Bezalel
Academy of Art and Design in Jerusalem. Studied photography

at the Technion in Haifa.

He worked in graphic design, typography and offset. From
1960 to 1989 he was a graphic designer and quality controller
at Keter Jerusalem. From 1968 to 2000 he was curator and

artistic director at the Museum of Printing Arts in Safed.

He was a member of the board of directors and the curator
of the Bible House in Tel Aviv, and was a member of the
Association of Painters and Sculptors and of the Association
of Graphic Designers in 1994. He was awarded a fellowship for

artists from the Bnai Brith office in Ramat Gan.

In 2007 he was chosen to represent the Jerusalem artists at the
Aquarelle Biennale in Slovakia with his painting "Nymphea". He
presented 32 solo exhibitions, participated in 25 exhibitions
and held over one hundred exhibitions of artists from Israel
and abroad. His works are available in private collections and

museums in Israel and around the world.
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Tiki, of the Murad Musa family, was born in Tehran. She
immigrated to Israel alone in 1953, studied at the Hadassah
Hospital in Jerusalem and was certified as a nurse. She served
in the IDF Medical Corps and was discharged as a lieutenant.
In 1957, she married Moti and they had two daughters and a
son. In her spare time she successfully nurtured her hobby from
youth — Art — from painting of miniatures, through feather
collages to oil painting. She painted the market in Isfahan when
she joined her husband, who worked in Iran, and African figures
from the Ivory Coast, where they moved to after the revolution
in Iran. She sculpted in plaster and continued using mixed-
media technique, mosaics and stained glass. Her works are
exhibited in a Reform synagogue, at “Yad Sarah” in Jerusalem,
in her home and in the homes of her friends. She served as chief
nurse in the senior citizen day care in East Talpiot in Jerusalem
until her retirement in 2002. She continued as a volunteer for
the elderly long after her retirement, stopping only two years
before her death. She volunteered at the Frankfurter home in
Baka neighborhood in the capital and helped in arts and crafts
projects. For many years she lived with serious illness, until she
finally succumbed in 2017 in “Hadassah” Ein Kerem hospital.

She is buried in Jerusalem.
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Born in Tehran in 1951 to parents Maluk and Ebrahim Yahid.
He studied Electrical Engineering at the Aria-Mehr University
of Technology in Tehran. He worked at an engineering
consulting firm and planned the Farahzad power system on
the outskirts of Tehran. In 1978 he immigrated to Israel and
worked as an electrical engineer at Mekorot water company.
In 1985 he went to the United States to join his family and
in 1995 he returned to Israel. He worked for Feuchtwanger
Industries Ltd. in the Bahad’i Gardens in Haifa, and since 1999
he has been an expert in the field of lighting, planning and
lighting consultant for five years at General Engineers and then
independently involved in public projects, roads and sports
fields, and his highlight is planning of the lighting in Glilot
bridge, near Tel Aviv and Herzliya. He is a father of three sons

and a daughter.
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Born on 5 August 1975 to parents Tova and Aharon, born in
Yazd; twin brother to Alon, and brother to Avi, Orly, Ronit,
Eitan, Revital, Liat and Guy. He is a graduate of the "Maimon"
religious high school and the "Himmelfarb" high school.

From an early age he was active in the Bnei Akiva movement.
He was a fan of various sports, including running, soccer,
tennis, volleyball and basketball. He played in the basketball

team of the "Himmelfarb" School and the Jerusalem "Elizur".

Throughout the years of his life, Eyal experienced the love of his
land and he took every opportunity to stroll through nature and
admire the landscapes of the homeland. When he met a man
heading for a trip abroad, he asked: "Do you already know the

country that you are going to graze in foreign fields?"

Eyal attended the "Shilo" Hesder Yeshiva and "Lifshitz" College
of Education and aspired to be one of the designers of the next

generation.

Saw great importance in fomenting the rifts in the nation
and even worked in the "Gesher" movement to bring religious
and secular communities closer together. In July 1994 he
volunteered for the Paratroopers Brigade and was successfully
drafted into a paratroopers' paratroopers unit. He was forced
to rest at home and receive a series of treatments but did
not give up, returned to serve with his friends in Lebanon,
participated in training and completed a parachuting course.
On 5 June 1997 Eyal and other passengers, including his friend
and commander in the army, Uri, were on their way to Uri's
wedding. During the evening, as the groom and his entourage
did not show up, the search after them had begun. It had
come clear that in one of the turns of HaBik'ah road, north of
Argaman, the car missed a turn and fell into a wadi, and all its

passengers were killed.

Eyal, 22, was laid to rest at the Mount Herzl military cemetery

in Jerusalem.

Many commemoration activities took place at his memoty,
among them the establishment of the "Eyal Fund", the purchase
of a Torah scroll for a synagogue, and the publication of a

collection of Divrei Torah in memory of him and his soul.
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Born in Isfahan in 1935, the youngest son in his family. As a
child he was orphaned and his older brother bore the burden
of supporting the family. From an early age he aspired to
immigrate to Israel, but his older brother objected. Having no
choice, he left Isfahan and came to his second brother, Avraham
Yahid - Iranian Jewish activist - in Tehran. After completing his
elementary school studies, he joined “Hechalutz” movement
until his immigration to Israel at the end of 1949. He spent
about six months in a transit camp without a framework until
he reached Kibbutz Glil Yam near Herzliya and from there
to Kibbutz Beit Oren near Haifa. After completing his army
service, he was accepted as a member of Kibbutz Yiron on the
Lebanese border. In 1958 he met his wife Anat; the two had
three daughters and two sons. He lived in his kibbutz until his
death in 2011.
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Born in Tehran to parents from Kashan. After graduating from
elementary school and junior high school in the “Alliance” and
“Koresh” schools, he immigrated to Israel within Youth Aliyah
in 1961. After graduating from the Nitzanim agricultural
boarding school north of Ashkelon and at the “Zionist Youth
Farm” in Jerusalem, he was a cadet student at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. After completing his Bachelor’s degree
studies in Middle East History and Political Science, he joined
the IDF and served as an officer in the Intelligence Corps.
He continued his studies in the United States, completing
his Master’s degree in Asian Studies and Semitic Studies at
Madison University in Wisconsin. His Doctoral studies were
completed at the Department of Middle Eastern Languages and
Cultures of Columbia University in New York, where he served
as research assistant, focused on the culture and literature of
Iranian Jews. His 1985 dissertation studied the works of the
native Isfahan poet Amrani. He was invited to join the faculty

of the Department of Middle Eastern and African History at
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Tel Aviv University, where he remained until his retirement
in 2016. There, he has held a variety of positions including
teaching, guidance and research, with the rank of teacher,
senior lecturer and professor. Since the establishment of the
Dr. Haviv Levy Alliance Center for Iranian Studies at Tel Aviv
University a decade ago, Prof. Yeroushalmi is a senior researcher
at the Center. In addition to teaching, he has continues his
research and publishes in English, Hebrew and Persian on
the history and cultural heritage of Jews in Iran and in the
Persian-Muslim region. He has advised academic and cultural
institutions, including the Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Yad
Vashem, Beth Hatefutsoth Tel Aviv and the Fowler Museum
at the University of California at Los Angeles. He has lectured
at universities and colleges in the United States and Israel,
including the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, the Jewish
Theological Seminary and the Hunter College in New York. He

lives with his family in Jerusalem.
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Born in Tehran. The last representative of the Jews in the
Iranian Majlis (parliament) during the reign of the Shah, he
represented the Jewish community faithfully before the Majlis
and the Persian people. At his initiative, inheritance rights were
granted to Jewish women in Iran (until then the women were
discriminated against). Among his activities is the renovation
of the Jewish cemetery in Isfahan and the graves of Esther and

Mordecai in the city of Hamedan - Shushan, the capital.

At the outbreak of the Islamic revolution against the Shah,
attorney Yosef Cohen went to the United States, where he died.

1Y 70712 ,7annn naom t



,72331KY mAamnw L,"9311 012 Mot
7D0n 0°°21 09X .10 NPAILINY
yon - ""Sw an'aa” :aTyvn "vuio
niw3a 1pYaa MnRpT IR0 NIKILXN
IwIdw” 7115w anon” 1A% oY 2015
7917°N1 17220 N1 03D - U1TIaa oo
D¥TAR” 2015 NAWA 17301 ,11Taa
0707X OV DPOXIW° YW yon - "maTpna

yon Ty N - "Tpna ovonna”  aTpnb oibwintn 0emn
Sw y’Rawn” ,111TpRa YXIWY Y 113 npad Sw myoin
LTIV ,27am2 02125070 N Sw My Tyen - "1
YVIMVIRI NV AND YW PYRIWUT 2NN wR'w X X°2Y

Ja1o1mn Sy1an “Wall Street International Magazine”

X°2% .1 7B

S9Y .0 s
Pierre H. Lavi

11963 NIw31 HXIWH 1YY NIV THN
7312 ;570X PYPTIn PXp T°'phna v
awIn 0°YW1Ta NP1ava vTDIATIING
,0A7Nn 7MY L7910 ,7711wn La70an
0°Yya ,7IKY NPXInT °Kna ,pron ,09%
- "n"ya 1777970AK .0 X297 nhan bw
aN5W 018D P2 .NIPDTT KD ARX
PI7IK”,7AND 93T NNNT GRS XXM

nITPNRY L NPOXI1IPY L N91IKY 0aTIn) MR N
DaTN) "RSwIan 0w (Y121 00D T2V NP0
(0711001 AnIa RD) "OKIWYD XKD Yo L (NPYaIRD
10D 71w 7011321 ,"IXTK YT NAIA0 1970 - w3 XNpa”
X171 77w "R AN AX7 77w 17w ana oy oy

nan bw 0%y KD XX °XnRa L,pon 00X ,0i0nn 7y 010 ,wn
JIPDM NIKY AXXNT - "R7Y3A 1777970IK LD KD

JND12 DN > 90



Giluy (i) 5 iz gS ol dy VAFY Jlu 5 0 0813 Olygs o
oKisls ) puilud ¢ dzyd Ghyls L9 OileMbl bl (5l
Mg 0ull e IS (S Sy 50 9 el eyl s ne
SQ el B6 5 019,555 0uiS s (plSe poite liulps
03,5 Ly "dgume Cadstus b salnsl @ g9¥" pb 4 SleS
Cawl U§J\MS A’ 9 Shléas! ygel 9 ulp Sl daliy S8 0 S

23" 10 el Lol 51 Olsue aidsd §SE &S (@S Ole )
Ol 31 i iy glads " s 0L "E50d 0z
- 63leys 3 sdiasylase” (lnl 3 59,8 alele - "5l 4
b 0365 gl OUS 93 55 5 "0l 3l Gbsser 009l V9w lyzle
ol Alyinas 1" 5 "l ole 6 0,5 Sl (Siw dyad” Slgal

L) a2l s Goiso b olpend oS 5,80 Jugd

Lz o W 0 0ails,Sp 55 500 slail 4 llsS ol 31 G
GhsS i - "o pIS" Slael 4 03,5 (SI,SH 38 ditws el
b G2ale LY V0 Jle 5o OIL 4 "6 05" 5 "bsle” sl ils
Loyl 9 OBIL SLosey pinles - "lodgs 13 j9y 4w’ "o (M”86
"digade ) 6539 Glaesl " VN0 Ul (9,50 diige )3 I939) a4l )3
Adgdde 4 Wl o9 slails $hls & (lellmal Haw slzle -
G0 03,5 SO Hhw 8 0)l)d Cawl (Gitius - "digude 53 lake)S"
Lo las" g ddgdde 3o gl by gl gl Bl Olg=gd
6)|J§—“’ Q&J slpdl=d g o)L 3o Cewl (guiius - ")3,‘5 ol=as]

52 gl 00 31 55 5 Sl ol 8330 (s

JIs" ¢ GBsnl Bl ¢ Al L5, Lolus guzes g9y
ol Jlsd 9,85 diiga 3 diluoy ol 598 "o 350 Sl il S sl

91 ONIW? YIND 1712 XK 0TV 190N

Born in Tehran and immigrated to Israel in 1963. He served as
an intelligence officer in the Israel Defense Forces, a graduate
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and a resident of
the capital. A poet, writer, editor, translator, photographer,
producer, director and publisher, owner of “Lavi P. Enterprises
Ltd.” - publishing and productions. Among the books he wrote
and published were: “Under False Flag,” “The Dream Weavers
from Tehran” (translated into English, Croatian, Macedonian
and Montenegrin and adapted for a film) “The Reader at
the Gate - The Story of the Smuggling of Iranian Jews,” and
two children’s books with his daughter Shira: “Shira Wants
a Rock from the Moon” and “Shira Wants to Win the Nobel
Prize” translated into English, Montenegrin and Chinese. He
has filmed and directed several documentaries: “My Class” —
The Habimah Theater and the Cameri Theater in the Balkans
in 2015 with the play “Our Class”, “Three Days in Budva” -
Balkan and European Jews Conference in Budva, Montenegro
in 2015 Special needs from Jerusalem to Macedonia, “Carmelim
in Macedonia” - documentation of a tour by a group of
Israeli teenagers in Macedonia, “The State’s Flak Jacket” -
documentation of the activity of the Border Police Unit. Lavi
also served as the Israeli correspondent for the Internet journal
“Wall Street International Magazine”, which operates from

Montenegro.
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Born in Isfahan. Jacques, the elder brother, began his work
selling medication and soon progressed and received exclusive
European franchises for the distribution of medication
throughout Iran. His exploits are written in his book “From
Shorter to Senior Entrepreneur”. At the beginning of the
revolution, the Mahfar brothers’ agency distributed free and
no fee medicines throughout Iran. Their luxurious offices and
property remained in Iran. Jacques moved to Switzerland, and
the brothers Zion (Sa’id) and Daniel (Gorgi) - to New York.
The three brothers tied their fate to the Land of Israel: Jacques
often comes to Israel, generously and secretly contributes to
clinics, synagogues and scholarships to students from various
diasporas. He was granted the Presidential Medal from Shimon
Peres and the Legion of Honor from Francois Sarkozy. Zion
(Sa’id) is one of the leaders of Iranian Jewry in the United
States. He is active in the Maccabi movement, the president of
the Maccabim Foundation of Iranian immigrants, and a regular
emissary of Israel in the United States. He comes to Israel every
year, laden with donations he has raised or donated himself.
The third brother, Daniel (Gorgi) passed away in 2018.
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Born in Hamedan in 1941. Immigrated to Israel in 1979 with
her late husband Morad, her son Ramin and her daughters Ruty
and Roxanne, another daughter Tali was born in Israel. Jamila is
active among Iranian Jews in Jerusalem, her love, perseverance
and devotion to helping others has earned her the title “The
Angel Jamile.” She has been volunteering for more than 20
years in the absorption of new immigrants from Iran and
accompanying them in the early stages of their acclimatization
in Israel, and is active in many other areas such as fundraising
in Israel and abroad, public needs and the recruitment of food
and clothing for the needy. She is known for her pleasantness,
kindness and talent to recruit additional supporters and
volunteers. In 1983, she participated in the organization of an
exhibition of Iranian Jewry at the Youth Cultural Center (Beit
Yehudit) in Jerusalem, and also contributed private exhibits of
the family for this purpose. Between 1984 and 2012, she was
a member of the NESALI - Sephardic Women for Jerusalem
Association, and in 1981-1986 she served as Chairperson of
the Persian Section in WIZO Jerusalem and organized social
and cultural activities for the absorption of Iranian immigrants
in Israel. Over the years, she has worked extensively to
explain Iran’s culture in Israel to schoolchildren and adults,
in exhibitions and in various culture activities. In 2001 she
was awarded the Jerusalem Mayor’s Award for Outstanding

Volunteer.
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Born in Kermanshah, immigrated to Israel at age 15 in 1968 and
has been working for "Elbit Systems" for 35 years. Married to
Shoshana - born in Israel whose parents immigrated from Iraq,
the couple has four children and seven grandchildren. A public
figure and a certified mediator in capital cases and matters of
labor. In 1996, he founded a television service in Persian, and
to date has broadcast about 550 programs on various topics.
About five years ago, he founded Iraqi television, which was
received with great acclaim by the Irag-born people in Israel.
The Hebrew and Persian television programs are broadcast
several times a week. David Mutai serves as spokesman for the

umbrella organization of Iranian immigrants in Israel.
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Born in Isfahan, immigrated to Israel with his wife Ashraf in
1974, after the Yom Kippur War. Their daughther, Shahnaz,
lives in the United States and teaches at a University, and
their son, Bijan, is a high-tech man. Azizola attended the
“Alliance” School and graduated high school. Graduated from
the University of Isfahan. He moved to Tehran and was one
of the first to introduce life insurance in Tehran. In Israel he
worked with the insurance companies. Among other things, he
wrote about his hometown in “Shofar”, edited by Yosef Shaari
— a monthly journal published in Persian in New York and Los
Angeles, and distributed to Jewish and Muslim Persian speakers

around the world. He died in Jerusalem and is buried there.
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Born in Tehran, immigrated to Israel in 1957. Completed
his studies in mechanical engineering and agro-mechanics
at the Technion, and in 1982 studied civil engineering at
Northeastern University in the United States. Two years later
he was appointed System Development Program Manager at
"Pitney Bowes", and later Systems Analyst and Project Leader
of "Chase Bank". In 1986 he headed the "American Express"
Automated Portfolio Management System in New York. Two
years later he completed a degree in Computer Science At
the Fairleigh Dickinson University in New Jersey. He holds a
Master's degree of Business Administration from the New York
Institute of Technology. More than three decades ago, Gabriel
Mofaz founded an international company called "Pantagon
2000 Software" and developed a unique system for quality
management, operation, repair and maintenance of the space
and security industry, by enhancement and recommendations
for innovation in the space industry, such as rapid deployment
systems used to plan organizational resources. The unique and
innovative approach, the use of a single system, a uniform
solution and timely implementation of software systems have
raised the company on a profitable track. "Pantagon 2000
Software" is a Microsoft Gold Partner and an Intel Partner,
with offices and research and development centers located in
Israel, with marketing and support offices in New York, Miami,
Los Angeles, Dublin and Singapore. Gabriel Mofaz resides
in Caesarea with his family: his wife Avishag and their two
children.
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Born in Tehran in 1948, and at eight years immigrated to
Israel with his family. His family was absorbed in Eilat, where
he attended the “Yemin Herzog” religious public school and
continued to study at the Nahalal agricultural boarding school.
In 1966 he recruited to the Paratroopers Brigade. Participated
in the Six-Day War and served in the defense establishment
for 40 years - “to serve in the Paratroops and return on Friday
to Nahalal in red shoes and a red beret is to be an Israeli.”
Mofaz paved his way to an officers’ course after successfully
commanding an ambush in the Jordan Valley and developing
a new combat doctrine during the battle: the force identified a
terrorist squad infiltrating from Jordan and planned to shoot
at outposts along the border from a dugout; Mofaz split the
force under his command, left three soldiers to set fire to the
dugout, led two soldiers from the left wing and won the battle.
Another concept associated with his name is the “Mofazit” -
a cloth holster that holds the rifle cartridge next to the butt.
In the War of Attrition he was a platoon commander in the
890 Battalion and manned positions on the Bar-Lev line in the
Suez Canal, during the Yom Kippur War he was commander
of the paratroopers’ reconnaissance unit and later the deputy
commander of the General Staff commando unit, Yoni
Netanyahu. Mofaz commanded a force in Operation Entebbe.
In 1982, during the Peace for Galilee War, he commanded the

Hiram Brigade, which fought in the framework of Division
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36.In 1986, he was appointed Paratroop Brigade Commander
and served in the position during the First Intifada, and was
promoted to the rank of Major General and Commander of the
Judea and Samaria Division. In 1998 he was appointed IDF
Chief of Staff. In 2000, he founded the Atidim Program, which
aims to integrate outstanding young people from the periphery
and the margins of Israeli society into institutions of higher
learning (the idea was headed by Brigadier General Avner
Barazani).In 2002, Mofaz was appointed Minister of Defense.
He is a graduate of the US Army Command and Staff College in
Virginia and holds an MBA from Bar-Ilan University. “I think
I have a lot of my father, Eliyahu: perseverance, restraint, a
little asceticism. Father was very strong in his character but
very quiet. He gave me self-discipline and hard work, and the
army completed it.” “What is being a soldier? Restraint, self-
discipline, doing everything in the most correct and accurate
way because you have a responsibility and you are aware that
your decisions have meaning.” Shaul Mofaz currently deals with
advanced technology, a senior lecturer and the president of the
cyber and homeland security conference. Married to Orit, they

have four children.
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Born in Isfahan in 1946 to Tova Mutahede and Dr. Moshe Haim
Manzurola. He studied at the “Alliance” elementary school and
at the “Adab” high school, and immigrated to Israel in 1964.
He received his Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry and Physics
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 1970, and in that
same year he began teaching chemistry at the Technological
College in Beer Sheva, where he settled with his wife Simon;
The couple have four children. Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev awarded him a Master’s degree in Physical Chemistry
(1978), a Bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering (1982),
a PhD from the Department of Chemical Engineering (1984)
and a Teaching Certificate (1994); He holds a Professor’s
designation from the Council for Higher Education in Israel
(2003). Since 1969, he has been teaching chemistry at the high
school, the technological college, the college and the university.
From 1971 to 2004 he served as director of the laboratories
and head of the chemistry department at the Technological
College of Beer Sheva, head of the department of chemical
engineering and head of the research contracts department at
the Negev College of Engineering. He is a partner in various
chemical research projects and is the author or co-author
of dozens of publications. He has authored several books:
Analytical Chemistry, Fundamentals of Chemistry, Chemistry
for the Middle School, and Principles of Chemistry, which holds
two volumes of 1,500 pages, discusses extensively in various
fields of chemistry and serves the students in academia. In
1997, he was certified as a patent attorney by the Ministry of
Justice, and since 2004 he has been a partner in the Luzzatto &
Luzzatto firm, which deals with intellectual property — patents,

trademarks and designs.
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Born in Isfahan in 1958, he studied at the “Alliance” School.
Immigrated to Israel in 1979. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Philosophy and Jewish Thought from the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem. Among other things, he was a student of Prof.
Yeshayahu Leibowitz and a member of the small circle that

visited his home every Saturday evening,.

He completed his Master’s degree in Middle Eastern history at
Tel Aviv University with a thesis on “The attitude of the Iranians
to the Jews on the eve of the Islamic revolution in Iran.” In his
Doctoral studies he returned to philosophy; The subject of his
research, which was not submitted in the end, was “perception
and memory,” and he has been dealing with these issues for

many years.

During his studies at the university, he founded the Association
of Iranian Students in Israel and edited and published the
journal “Daneshjo” (“Student”). Wrote reviews of books in
the newspaper “Koteret Rashit” and served on the Kol Israel
radio show “A Moment of Hebrew”. In 2008 he founded the
“Ktav” publishing house. His works: his first book, “Euphoria”
published by Kinneret, Zmora-Bitan (1994); Hebrew translation
of poems by the Iranian-born Jewish poet Natan Shaulian; “The
Virtual Double”, a philosophical science fiction novel (2008);
“Amos - Redeemer of Destiny”, a periodical psychological
novel and “The Treasure in Uncertainty”, cycle of poems
(2011); “Rumi’s Song,” a translation of poems from the book
of Mathnawi and chapters in Jalal a-Din Rumi’s contemplation
(2012); “The Others,” a science fiction novel that deals with a
post-apocalyptic world and examines philosophy issues (2014);
“Dream and Memory: Essay on Perception, Memory, Sleep and
Dream” (2016); Two articles: “The fundamental cause of change
in Wittgenstein’s philosophy” and “Is it necessary to assume the

existence of the unconscious?” (2017).
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Born in Isfahan and when she was a baby immigrated to
Israel. Singer, researcher, composer, Israeli musical producer
and poet, who revived the tradition of Jewish-Persian poetry
and piyyut, and gave it new life. Married and mother of a
child. In 2014, she published the piyyutim album "Sleeping
in the Lap of Childhood," a collection of melodies from the
tradition of Iranian Jewry alongside her own original tunes
in new arrangements, which was critically acclaimed. In 2016
she published the album "The Wheat Flower," a collection of
popular folk classics in new arrangements. In 2018 she plans
to publish the piyyutim album "Why do you stand afar", a
continuation of the study of the piyyut heritage of Iranian
Jewry, alongside original melodies. As a child she joined the
"Ankor" children's choir and performed with it throughout
the world in competitions for children and youth choirs.
She studied at the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance
high school. She served in the Foreign Relations Department
of the Supreme Court. She graduated from the Jerusalem
Academy of Music and Dance with honors with degrees in the
Vocal Department and the Composition Department, Music
Education and Choir Conducting. Despite her training as a
performer in the field of classical European singing, she joined
the Isfahan Ensemble at the age of 17, performing classical
Persian music and Persian folk singing. After a few years she set
up her own ensemble. In parallel with her performances, she
began to research independently and finance independently
the piyyutim of Iranian Jewry, their tunes and keys, from
2000 to the present, and thus chanted many piyyutim from
oblivion. Maureen Nehedar is the pioneer and first woman
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poet who performs the tradition of Jewish-Persian poetry and
piyyut. She has also set a goal of continuing the disappearing
heritage, writing her own melodies on ancient Persian scales
("Dastgah") for piyyutim and texts from Jewish sources. These
melodies are combined with folk-Persian liturgical poems in
modern arrangements in order to bring many to hear and
re-connect with them. She composed songs by poets, among
them Yehuda Amichai, Uri Zvi Greenberg, Amir Gilboa,
Rabbi Yehuda Halevy, Ibn Gvirol and Haviva Pedaya. She
collaborated with many Israeli artists, including Eti Ankri,
Ehud Banai, Berry Sakharof, Rona Kenan, Sha'anan Street,
Daniela Spector, Din Din Aviv and Shlomo Bar. In the last 15
years she performed in Israel and abroad with her ensemble,
ensembles and orchestras in world music festivals, classical-
western music and contemporary music. She has performed
several times with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, the
Raanana Symphonette and the Israeli Sinfonietta Beer Sheva.
She is a member of the BBC's prestigious artists list, which
in 2012 released a double album of music from all over the
world, and performs a folk-Persian lullaby in its adaptation.
The piyyut "Prayer for Peace" was composed in Europe on a CD
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Nobel Prize. In
2014 she won the Talent Award at the International Jewish
Music Festival in Amsterdam. In the same year, "Sleeping in
the Lap of Childhood" came in third place in the ranking of
Ha'aretz newspaper for the best albums that were published
in Israel. For her work, the "Women" newspaper of "Makor
Rishon" chose her in 2015 as one of the 50 most inspiring

women in Israel.
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Born in 1953 in the city of Mashhad to
a community known as the Marranos
of Mashhad. At age two after most of the Jews left the city,
the family moved to Tehran in order for her father to further
his career. She grew up in a house of four brothers and one
sister, who encouraged openness of thought and study. She
studied in secular schools. She finished her academic studies
in English language and literature before the revolution. After
the revolution and before the closure of the airline routes
she left Iran. Most of her brothers immigrated to the United
States, and she came to Israel, and here met her husband. For
many years she taught English in schools. Today she is retired,
a resident of the city of Modi’in and a grandmother. She is
engaged in writing and painting. Her first book, “The Golden
Coins of Sanobar Chanum,” was written in three languages:
Persian, Hebrew and English. The book received an award by
the Ministry of Culture and Sport. Her second book is towards
the end of its writing, and she hopes that the book will be as

well received as its predecessor.
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Born in the city of Saqgeez in Iranian Kurdistan in 1934. Served
in the IDF from 1953 to 1956. He is a graduate of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem in the Department of English and
Iranian-Armenian Studies and is fluent in Hebrew, English,
Persian and Aramaic. A certified accountant, member of the
Institute of Certified Public Accountants in Israel and Britain
and a member of the Internal Auditor Branch and the State
Conptroller’s Office. An independent accountant, among
his past positions are accountant of the Israel Broadcasting
Authority (IBA), the Diplomat and Ganei Shulamit hotels and
the construction department at Hadassah Hospital, and the Chief
Audit Officer of the State Controller’s Office. For many years he
held senior positions in organizations such as “The Thousand
Years of Galilee” founded by Israel’s President Prof. Ephraim
Katzir, for the development of scientific programs (Honorary
Accountant), President of the Lions Club in Jerusalem, President
of the Mount Zion Branch (Jerusalem) of the Freemasons, the
“Supreme Hall of the Ark”, the president of the Jerusalem branch
of “Zehavi” - the Association for Large Families; B'nai Brith —
President of the Jerusalem branch, the Rabban Yohanan Ben
Zakai Sephardic Synagogues, the National Association of Iranian
Jews in Israel, the World Association of Aramaic Speakers, the
Iranian Zionists in Israel, the Board of Directors and one of the
Founders of the Association. He is married, with four children,

eight grandchildren and one great-grandson.
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Born in Rasht in 1934. He completed his high school studies
in his hometown. He immigrated to Israel in 1950, was sent to
Kibbutz Afikim and from there came to Tel Aviv. In the IDF he
served in the Air Force. After his army service he studied Middle
East studies and continued at the Columbia University, New
York. For many years he had taught at the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem’s Department of Iranian Studies, which he helped
found in 1970. His first book, “Poems of Iranian Jewish Poets,”
was published in 1973 in Teheran. In Israel he published the
songs of “Shahin and Amrani”, and among his books is a
tutorial Persian book for Hebrew speakers. In 2000 he was a
Visiting Professor at the University of California. In his research
he confirmed the findings of other researchers, that Isfahan,
which was also known as “Yehudyie”, was established by Jews
who were exiled to Babylon after the conquest The First Temple
and its destruction. He determined that the Jews chose Isfahan
because its soil and weather reminded them of Jerusalem. Prof.
Netzer’s fluent mastery of Persian, Hebrew, Arabic and English,
his tours and researches throughout Iran made him a world-
renowned researcher, and his research is presented in many
books. In 2002 he retired from the Hebrew University and
continued to teach until the end of the year 2007. At the end
of that year he traveled to California to receive treatment for
an illness and died in 2008 while waiting for a liver transplant.
In accordance with his will, he was laid to rest in Israel and was

buried in Rishon LeZion.
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I was born in the city of Kerman; My father was the chief rabbi
of the city. In 1965 [ immigrated to Israel alone. I studied
Hebrew at the ulpan and completed a preparatory year at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In 1967, I began studying at
the Hebrew University and Hadassah Dental School. I worked
for the National Library, customs office, and as a nurse at
Hadassah. I married Merav Baruch, and in 1972 our son was
born. A year later, I completed my studies and received a Doctor
Dentistry degree. That same year [ had to return with my family

to Iran in order to visit my father, who was gravely ill.

When I arrived in Tehran, my passport was taken away and I
was required to serve in the Iranian army. I was drafted and at
first sent to Zahedan. After three months I was transferred to
Shiraz and my father died at the same time. In Shiraz I was a
dentist in the army with the rank of captain. I learned that a
delegation of doctors from Israel had come to Shiraz University,
including doctors who were my teachers, headed by Prof. Shaki,
the founder of the Hadassah school. My connections were
renewed at the moving meeting. After my military service we
returned to Tehran, where our daughter was born. I opened a
private clinic and I was highly respected for having a medical
degree from Israel. Following the Islamic Revolution in 1979 we
returned to Israel, where we had two more children. In Israel,
I was drafted into the army as medical officer in the air force.
We settled in Petah Tikva and I was a dentist in Petah Tikva
and Bnei Brak. I treat a diverse population and contribute my
time to caring for children, welfare institutions and Holocaust

survivors.

I had the privilege of treating my friend the late Meir Ezri,
with whom I had many years of friendship and important
conversation. Sometimes, he would book an appointment at
my clinic and when he arrived, it became clear that there was
no need for treatment, all he wanted was to be with me and
to talk. I think back to those special moments with Meir and I

miss him very much.
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Holds a Bachelor’s degree in English and a Master’s degree
in Counseling Psychology from the United States and an
associated degree in Translation from Persian to English from
the University of Tehran. In Iran he served as a lecturer and
member of the university faculty and an official interpreter for
the Iranian Ministry of Justice. He wrote an English Grammar
textbook in Persian. During his military service he served as
an officer and interpreter from Persian to English for the US
Army Advisory Team in Iran, during which he composed a
Persian-English dictionary. In the past decade, Solaimani has
been a member of the academic staff and lecturer in Persian
language at the University of Haifa. Among his other activities
in Israel he served as a translator from Persian to English for
the United Nations organization. He taught Persian at the US
Embassy in Israel, and translated several books from Persian
to English, along with the establishment and management of

a translation office.
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Son of the late Naima and the late Avraham. Born in Isfahan
in 1948, grew up in Tehran and studied at the “Alliance”
Jewish school where he received his matriculation certificate.
Immigrated to Israel in 1969, studied Agriculture Sciences
in the Faculty of Agriculture of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and specialized in Agricultural Economics. Served
in the IDF from 1974 to 1976. He worked for 40 years in the
State Comptroller’s Office in Jerusalem and retired in 2015.
A social activist and volunteer for Iranian immigrants, he is
one of the directors of the umbrella organization of Iranian
immigrants in Israel and since 2015 had served as chairman
of the association for the Preservation of the Jewish Heritage
of Iran in Jerusalem. In addition, he has been a volunteer
journalist. In the past he was a broadcaster for Israel Radio
in Persian, and is currently preparing programs for the Israeli
television station “Israel Pars T.V.”. A translator of Persian.
Since 1973 he has been married to Naomi and they have three

children and four grandchildren.
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Born in Tehran in 1946. Her parents, Tzipora and Moshe Levim,
were among the founders of the “Yosef Abad” synagogue.
Pary played the role of Anne Frank in Tehran at the age of
14, directed by a Muslim. The show was performed for three
evenings at the Teheran Theater, the press praised Pary’s
performance, and flowers from the Jewish Agency, the Israeli
Embassy in Tehran and the Iranian Ministry of Education
flooded the stage. After graduating from high school, the Levim
family immigrated to Israel and Pary began her studies in Arabic
Language and Literature and Islamic Culture at the Hebrew

University of Jerusalem.

After she married, Pary became a social worker in Netanya,
her new city of residence. The government called for Jewish
families to move to the Galilee, and she moved with her
family to Karmiel. Pary was one of the founders of the B'nai
B’rith organization in Karmiel and served as its president.
She was the chairman of the ICA in the city and was awarded
a commendation from the Karmiel Municipality. For her

activities she was awarded an honor by the Jewish Agency.

She volunteered for 15 years in Eran (mental health first aid on
the phone), served as chairperson of the station committee and
was active in the Eran branch in Karmiel. Upon her retirement
and with the encouragement of her husband, Pary authored her
first book, “A Persian Rooster”, edited by Dr. Amnon Jacont; The
book was nominated for a Sapir Prize and was translated into
Persian. Her second book is entitled “Love Letters from Tehran.”
Pary received awards as an outstanding Iranian writer in Israel
from the Mirage Foundation and the umbrella organization of

Iranian immigrants in Israel.

She established a group of female writers from Iran in Israel
for mutual help, enrichment and cooperation. She lectures on
her books and Iran, and guides creative writing workshops and

storytellers.
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Born in Isfahan in 1930. In 1949 he immigrated to Israel, was
absorbed in Kibbutz Kinneret and later in Kibbutz Ein Gev and
himself became involved in absorbing immigrants. Later he
served as secretary of Kiryat Shmona. In Jerusalem he worked
for the Central Bureau of Statistics, where he met his wife Sarah
and they had four children, 13 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Was a journalist with the Israel Broadcasting
Authority from 1961, ran the Persian Department on the
radio until he retired. He volunteered at “Halom” for the war
against drugs and voluntarily assisted many who came to Israel,
including Iranian Muslims who came for medical help. Albert
is a warm man with a great heart, many seek his closeness and
enjoy his joie de vivre and sense of humor. He is the address for

solving the problems of many - both immigrants and veterans.
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Born in Isfahan. He moved to Tehran and founded “Hechalutz”
Zionist movement in Iran and was part of a group of secret
activists who organized the ‘illegal’ immigration to Eretz Israel
of thousands of Iranians and Iraqi Jews through Iran. In the
1940s he was one of the initiators of the renovation of the main
through fare of the Jewish ghetto in Isfahan (Mahala) - a road
used by ghetto residents, passersby, Muslims and artisans,
and small peddlers who walked by foot or cart. Together with
a group of volunteer youth, the renovation was launched,
building materials were donated and the path was paved in a
manner that was not disruptive and left a good impression of

the Jews of Isfahan in the eyes of its Muslim residents.

In 1950 he immigrated to Israel and became responsible for
absorbing immigrants in the Jewish Agency. In Israel, he
published a newspaper, “Star of the East” (“Kochav Hamizrach”),
based on his experience in Iran as a journalist. On the mission
of Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, he served as a
diplomatic emissary and served as the first Israeli ambassador
to Iran. Established the United Jewish Appeal and raised
donations to build departments in hospitals, kindergartens,
schools and synagogues in Israel. On his initiative, MKs,
ministers, chief rabbis, military officers, experts and companies
in various fields were invited to Iran to develop good relations
with the heads of Islam in Iran, invited Muslim thinkers and
religious leaders to Israel and invited Israeli Iranian scholars
to study the history of Islam and Iranian culture. In 1974 he
completed his service in Iran and was awarded a medal from the
Shah. In Jerusalem he donated to the establishment of a public
school named after his late father, Zion Ezri, his late mother
Chana Ezri of the Sinai family, and the Women's Aid in the
name of his sister, Esther Ezri Wieskind, of blessed memory. He
received an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Haifa,
where he initiated and founded the Ezri Center for Iranian and
the Persian Gulf Studies, helped establish the World Federation
of Moroccan Jewry, worked to promote its goals, and donated

scholarships.
From the words of Sam Ben Shitrit, Chairman of the Federation:

“Ministers and members of the monarchy throughout the world

have addressed him as ‘His Excellency the Ambassador Dr. Meir
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Ezri’ He was praised and elevated in status, but never allowed
this to inflate his ego. He followed the example of Moshe
Rabbeinu: ‘And the man Meir was very humble.” Thanks to his
generosity, dozens of poor students received higher education.
In one of the delegations to Morocco, he was one of the highest
ranking dignitaries of all. We held a meeting in the Senate and
the Parliament, and we also stayed in the houses of dignitaries
and community leaders. The king’s representatives were present
at the meetings, and all of them asked to be near him and

turned to him in awe.”

Meir Ezri won the title of “Notable Person of Jerusalem” for
his many activities on behalf of the city. His autobiographical
book “Who Among You from All His People” was published
in Hebrew, English and Persian. Yossi Ashdot 2008 film "The
Messenger" tells the story of Meir Ezri. Ezri died at the age of
93 surrounded by family and loved ones on 31 May, 2015.

Two of his many conversations with distinguished people from

his memoirs:

When Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion delegated me to
represent Israel in Iran, I asked: “T am a native of Iran. [ willingly
immigrated to Israel and am now sent to Iran to represent the
State of Israel - to whom should I be loyal?”.

Ben-Gurion replied without hesitation: “Iran”. In the same
breath he added: “Iran’s interests are very important to us,
doing everything for its benefit and for the benefit of its people
will benefit us.” Throughout my service in Iran I was inspired by

his words, and as much as possible I followed them.

In 1966 I was granted my first audience, among many, with the
Shah of Persia, which lasted beyond the time expected. Among
other things, he asked: “What is your impression of Iran?” - I
emphasized at length the impressive economic development,
the housing projects, the rights of women, and the excellent
relations between Iran and the outside world, east and west.
Then he asked: “To whom do you belong more, to Iran or to
Israel, and which of them do you love more?” I answered as a
child would: “Whom does one love more - his mother or his
father?” — The Shah smiled and did not hide his satisfaction

with the answer.
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Here is an excerpt from a letter by the late Prof. Amnon Netzer
and from a publication in “Shofar” edited by Yosef Shaari - a
monthly magazine published in Persian in New York and Los
Angeles and distributed to Jewish and Muslim Persian speakers

around the world:

These things do not come from my memory, but from my
heart. Of Zion Ezri, who many call “Haji Zion”, I heard for the
first time from my uncle Shlomo, who said to me: If in the
future you encounter any difficulties, go to Haji Zion: He is a
man of much action and there is no problem that he cannot
solve. [ immigrated to Israel and joined Kibbutz Afikim, and
I heard about him from one of the founders, Israel Elnaéh,
who was an emissary to Iran during World War II and received
much support from Zion Ezri. In spite of the differences in
age, I developed a string friendship with Zion, he and his
wife Hanum (Hanna) opened their homes and hearts to me.
Frequently, when we went walking together we met President
Yitzhak Ben-Zvi (up until his last day he lived in a shack in
the Rehavia neighborhood), and the two of them lingered and

talked as friends while I stood on the side in awe. I was aware

that during his visit to Iran in 1935, Ben-Zvi had been a guest
of Zion Ezri in Isfahan and was assisted by him extensively in
his research. The Ezri family lived not far from me on Balfour
Street in Jerusalem, and from time to time he would bring me
delicious dishes made by his wife (at a time when there was a

shortage of food in Israel).

Zion Ezri played a vital role in the successful flight of Jews from
Iraq through Iran to the State of Israel, as chronicled in a letter
from MK, Minister of Police and Knesset Speaker Shlomo Hillel:
“The great rise of Babylonian Jewry in the years 1949-1951,
called Operation Ezra and Nehemiah, was made possible to a
large extent, thanks to the efforts of late Zion Ezri. The speech
by the then Iraqi interior minister explained: “Given the wave
of Iragi Jews fleeing to Iran and from there to Israel, which my
government could not stop, it was decided to allow Jews who

wished to leave Iraq, do so legally and orderly.”

Some of his life stories are mentioned in the book “With
courage and love of Israel, 1892-1965.
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I was born in Kermanshah. I studied there at the “Alliance”
school. During Israel’'s War of Independence, my brother and
I established a branch of “Hechalutz” movement to teach
Hebrew, organize culture activities, and encourage immigration.
I immigrated to Israel during the snowy winter of 1951 on a
convoy of buses with immigrant families that moved to Israel
via Azerbaijan and Turkey, and from there via the “Peace”
ship. We reached the port of Haifa on 10 February, 1952. I
remember my father and other adults bowing and kissing the
Holy Land. After two weeks in the Sha’ar Ha’Aliyah camp, we
were moved to the Kabri transit camp near the kibbutz in the
Western Galilee. [ was elected representative of the residents
of the transit camp in the Ga’aton Regional Council. In 1954 I
joined the IDF, completed commander courses, participated in
wars, and in 1978 retired with the rank of lieutenant colonel.
I completed a degree in Political Science and Jewish History
from Bar-Ilan University, a degree in Local Government and an
accountant diploma. I worked in the Ministry of the Interior in
the role of Emergency Unit Manager. I graduated from training
courses, instructed and organized emergency matters with
municipal authorities. After 21 years of professional activity,
I retired. In 1978, I began to volunteer for an organization
of Iranian immigrants. [ was sent on a volunteer basis by the
Jewish Agency to Vienna to bring the Jews of Iran to Israel.
In 1980 I served three terms as the Chairman of “Tsevet” IDF
Pensioners Association of Rosh Ha’ayin. In 2016 I was awarded
“Notable Person” of “Tsevet” and honored for my volunteering
in “Lions”. In 2009 I was elected member of the Rosh Ha’ayin
Municipal Council, and continue to volunteer and work in
community affairs and have been awarded the title “Man of the
Year” by the city. [ am married, and we have three children, ten
grandchildren - including a daughter and three grandchildren
who are IDF officers — and three great-grandchildren.
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Born in Yazd in 1942. After completing his high school studies,
he immigrated to Israel in 1963. In 1966, he was accepted
to work in the Israeli Post in the position of teller, and over
was promoted to human resources management positions at
the Ministry of Communications’ main management offices
and with the Bezeq telecommunications corporation. With
the establishment of the Postal Authority, he was appointed
Director of Standards and Rating, a position he held until his
retirement in 2006. Over the last decade, he devoted himself
to works by Jewish poets who lived in Iran during the 14" to
16" centuries, and wrote books of poetry in Hebrew letters and
Persian language on the Bible, and in particular the “Shahin”
and the “Amrani” books. In 2014 he published the “Amrani”
book in two volumes in Persian, on elegant paper and with
original color illustrations. He engaged in the line-by-line
translation of these books into Hebrew and recently, with the
help of two poets, began to translate a rephrased version of
the book for modern Hebrew — In hope that he will be able to
publish this book as well.
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I was born in the town of Tuserkan, and at the age of 151
moved to Tehran. [ studied in high school and in the ORT Iran
College. I wanted to help smuggle Jews out of Iran following
the war that began during Khomeini’s rule. First [ assisted my
husband smuggle young people who had forced to return to the
army to fight against Iraq. After the Khomeini regime arrested
my husband twice, we decided to change tactics and use forged
passports. We bought identity cards and obtained governmental
stamps. We prepared the documents and photographs of the
new ‘identity’ at home and within two weeks received official
green passports for Muslims (Jews were issued red passports).
The method worked successfully and we smuggled over 30 other
young people who were candidates for recruitment and people
who were prevented from leaving the country because of their
Jewishness. We were informed upon to the “Komiteh” (part
of the Security Forces in Iran during the Khomeini regime)
and our new method revealed to the authorities. My husband,
Hushang Goshen, and I were arrested, interrogated, tortured,
imprisoned in the “Avin” prison and sentenced to death. With
forged documents we convinced the authorities that we were
Muslims. In prison, we were transferred to another prison until
trial. Eventually we were released on bail and denied exit from
Iran, and were fired from work. We sold our property to pay
for an attempted smuggling, but the escape attempt failed. We
went into hiding and had to borrow from the family in order to
try and escape before the court hearing. We managed to escape
and passed through Pakistan, Switzerland, and from there to
the Holy Land on 25 December, 1988.

I am married and we have two children and seven
grandchildren. Our complex life story I wrote in my book “Red
Apple”, published in Persian and Hebrew. In Israel we won the
recognition as Prisoners of Zion and received an award from

the President.
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Born in Isfahan, he was called by the city’s Jews “Musiu
(Beloved) Yitzchak”. He was known to follow the path of Beit
Hillel and led his flock in a lenient legal way. The vast majority
of the Jews of Isfahan remember him favorably. He immigrated
to Israel via Athens in 1980. He died on 4 November, 1997 and

was brought to his rest the next day in Jerusalem.
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Iwas born in Tehran about fifty years ago. My father was a cantor,
and I remember singing from childhood. Our neighbor was a
violinist in the Persian Broadcasting Orchestra. One morning
he knocked on our door and said, “I hear your child singing in
the yard. She has a beautiful voice and [ want to take her to the
children’s choir of the state radio.” My father vetoed the idea, it

was inappropriate for a Jewish girl to sing on the radio!

As a curious, inquisitive, and already arts-minded child, I knew
that my place was not in the conservative atmosphere in Iran.
I read the word Zionism first in a thick book that was in our
home, and at school I heard about “Menorah”, a Jewish Zionist
club in northern Tehran. I wanted to immigrate to Israel as
part of Youth Aliyah, and after a struggle with those involved,
I managed to “escape” when I was 15 on condition that I agree
to be educated in a religious framework. [ immigrated to Israel
and was sent to a boarding school in the religious village
Kfar Hasidim. I continued studies at the Hebrew University
and completed my undergraduate degree in Pharmacology,
a Master’s degree in clinical nutrition and a PhD in Diabetes

Research. During my graduate studies I started working at

Hadassah Hospital. When my husband, Eitan Rotstain, was
sent as an emissary, I moved to Liberia with him and my eldest
daughter. I asked my late brother Yosef Yasan to send me
music tapes in Persian, listened, sang with the recordings and
constantly shed tears. When I returned to Israel, I left Hadassah
Hospital after seven years of work and devoted myself to music.
I organized a group of musicians and established the “Shiraz”
Ensemble. In 1989, I performed classic Persian, folkloristic and
Jewish music at the Jerusalem Theater. At first the reaction was
mixed, but eventually, the style of music was warmly received.
Since then, [ have continued to perform at international
festivals in Europe and in Israel. Diabetes fascinates me
almost as much as art. If treated like a watering, sowing and
pruning sensitive plant, it is possible to conduct a normal life
with Diabetes. I manage a clinic for diabetics and continue
to study Nutrition Therapy. As for music, I now work on my
own materials. The song “The Rooms of the Heart,” which I
composed to the lyrics of Yankele Rotblit, is occasionally played
on the radio. I am a mother of three and a grandmother of two,

all with a tendency to music.
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I was born in Kermanshah in 1932. For the first seven years of
my life I lived in Ahwaz, one of the warmest cities in Iran, and
then moved to Tehran until the age of 18. In the mid-1950s I
immigrated illegally to Israel with an Iraqi family. I spent 15
months in Kibbutz Ashdot Yaakov before being drafted into
the army. I served in the Golani Brigade for 14 years, and after
completing sergeant and officer’s training, I was appointed
commander of the search and destroy division. In 1963, I
utilized vacation days that I had accumulated and travelled
to Iran to visit my parents. I married Ronit and returned to
Israel, we have three children and five grandchildren. In total,
I served in the IDF for 34 years and in reserve duty until the
age of 85 in 2016. In recent years, I commanded the central
ceremony on Mount Herzl on the eve of Independence Day and
was discharged with the rank of colonel. From my time in the
army, | have many memories, especially those connected with
the wars I fought in. Standing out in my memory is the case of
a soldier brought before me for disciplinary action. From my
conversation with the young man I felt certain that he was on
the brink of suicide. I asked the junior staff officer who brought
him to me to pay special attention to him during the night. My
instincts proved correct, and indeed the soldier swallowed a
large number of bullets in an attempt to end his life. He was
immediately evacuated to the nearest hospital and thus was

saved.
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Born in Kermanshah in 1929 to Shimon and Razala (Zergerof)
Rokni, a brother to Zion, Yitzhak, David and Esterid Rokni.
He grew up in Iran in a Zionist home. He was an outstanding
student and had begun medical studies. After Israel’s War of
Independence, an Israeli soldier, a counselor from “Hechalutz”
movement, came to his town and excited the city’s young
people. Shlomo immigrated to Israel and together with his
friends founded a training group at Kibbutz Ashdot Yaakov.
Following the split between Hakibbutz Hameuhad and Ahdut
Ha’avoda, the nucleus disintegrated and some of its members
sought a young farm in which to settle. This was how they
reached Kibbutz Malkia in the Upper Galilee. The split later
reached Malkia and once more caused leaving. In Malkia 40
members remained to operate a large farm that included
cowshed, chicken coop, fodder, vegetable garden, field crops
and industrial branches: a quarry, a block factory and a sewing
workshop. In the early years he concentrated the quarry and the
stonework industry in physical work from morning to evening.
After the closure of the quarry he moved to the agricultural
industry for a decade, established a vineyard and plantation
and at the same time finished agricultural studies in Rehovot.
In 1966 he was sent on behalf of “Hechalutz” movement to
train youth in Iran. In the youth movement he met Badri and
they married. In 1968 the young couple returned to Israel,
to Kibbutz Malkia. The couple has four children. Shlomo was
appointed chief of the laundromat, went on to study sanitation
and worked in this field in his final years. He died on 13
January, 2000, and is buried in the kibbutz land he dearly loved.
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Avi was born in Iran in 1954, the eldest son of Sarah and
Shmuel. Immigrated to Israel alone as part of Youth Aliyah at
the age of 16 and a year later his family joined him. He studied
at “Hadassim” Youth Village in the science-oriented track
and graduated with honors. In 1972 he was accepted to the
Technion for Aeronautic Engineering studies and succeed in his
studies. That same year, he was drafted into the IDF as part of
the academic reserve, completed basic training and continued
his studies. On 4 September 1974, during an active reserve
service, he fell in battle when encountering a terrorist squad
that infiltrated Israel on its way to carry out a terrorist attack
in Ma’alot. Avi and his comrades succeeded in destroying the
terror cell and prevented a major disaster from befalling the
residents of Ma’alot, who had already experienced a murderous
terror attack a few weeks earlier. In 1977, the “Square of the
Three” was inaugurated in Ma’alot in honor of two of Avi’s
fellow fallen comrades and Avi himself. The manner in which
Avi conducted himself was exemplary, be it with his family, his
studies or his military bravery. Whenever Avi went, he spread
kindness and love. He is buried at the Mount Herzl Military

Cemetery in Jerusalem. He was 20 years old.
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Born in Abadan to a family from Isfahan. Director of the Ezri
Center for Iran and Persian Gulf Studies. Researcher and expert
in Iranian studies at the Department of Middle Eastern Studies
at the University of Haifa. He holds a Bachelor’s degree and a
Master’s degree with honors from Tel Aviv University and a PhD
from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) at the
University of London. Teaches at the University of Haifa, and
taught Iranian studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, and Tel Aviv University.
His publications deal mainly with Iran in the modern era;
Among his most recent books are “The Persian Gulf: New
Directions in Interdisciplinary Research” (with Eran Segal), “The
Bah&’i of Iran, the Caucasus and Trans-Caspia” (Central Asia) -
two volumes in English, and “The Forgotten Schools: The Bah&’i
and Modern Education in Iran, 1899-1934” (In English, plus
an extended version in Persian). He has written many articles
for professional journals and entries in the “Encyclopedia
Iranica”. He founded TEHTEL, a website on Israel in the Persian
language, which was active in 2012-2016, and serves as the
editor and academic advisor to the series “Iranian Culture”
— a series of masterpieces of the Iranian culture in Hebrew
translation, and in its framework so far (2017) five books have
been published. Due to the severe shortage of young Persian-
speaking youth in the security and intelligence establishment
in Israel, he was one of the initiators of the establishment of
the “Iran: Intelligence and Security” program at the Ben-Gurion
Feinberg High School in Petah Tikva to deepen the knowledge
of Iranian language, culture, history and politics and security
for academia. He is a member of several professional academic
societies in Israel and around the world, an evaluator of
universities and professional journals, a consultant on Iran and
the Middle East, and a commentator on Iran and the Middle

East in the Hebrew, English and Persian media.
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Born in Isfahan under the name of Bahruz Shakib in 1960. He
studied at the Jewish “Alliance” school, and then moved to a
Muslim state high school. After graduating from high school
he was admitted to the Faculty of Civil Engineering at the
University of Isfahan but did not complete his degree there.
Following the start of the revolution, he decided to immigrate
to Israel, join his older brothers who immigrated 15 years before
him and complete his studies in engineering training at the
Technion. He immigrated to Israel at the end of 1977 and after
a few months of studying Hebrew and academic preparation,
he was admitted to the Faculty of Medicine at the Technion. He
completed his studies in 1985 and was an intern at Hadassah
Hospital in Jerusalem for a year and served for about two
years in the IDF. He continued to specialize in obstetrics and
gynecology as well as gynecological endoscopy in Norway and
Denmark. In 2005 he became the Director of the Department
of Gynecology at the Wolfson Hospital in Holon and sine 2015
has been the Deputy Director of Obstetrics and Gynecology
at the hospital. A faculty member and a senior lecturer in the
Faculty of Medicine at Tel Aviv University. Active in academia,
lectures at conferences and to date has published some fifty

studies. Married with five children.



e

"W (IX*M7R) "N

NI

sl (Ob o) Fos
Ruty (Mehrian) Shai

PR NIwTn N1PAY1I0na wIntwl
MwTn Mann mnan 07rbp 0nd
nIonn YW P uipnant apruil npn
197207 .0TIN2 (N3 27 MYnn) Masn
,7115N2 1POYW Ipnn NNX qniwnia
Sw (A1°%1X) MN 111 vI¥Uaa ,mp o1
PN Oy 198 DN 11X .0pnnn
07pINY Ay D1 071Op 0PI Oy v
TP 1D11201°20 127 NPIOPNT N1YTAT NIYRWT P2 WD
1273 A9WEN INTw . MY YAl N1 INIK PIN2Y NwDNAT
5N°BX XN 071w NINNDNT 722 MYTNHR PNXWI132 07INKD
NXTIP AWR W .N12101,2% N1Ynn ,naxbR nbnn 00N
NITIYIA NN Pnn PV nwpabl onKnb 127vn
TAVIPINRLANY 11972 717722 NIPIN 017D LPRTPRA Man
1715112 71217 ,0°03TIVDT 07PN NX1AP WRI2 NIy 01
P AR 719X3 D921 0°IyTha OV a271V0 0w nonIky A
0°219°0%1 MAIN M E% DWW YRPXI1018 OV NINXNT DYV

v Y9I @197y 7T UxIE

n%Y 10 97121 1969 NIW3 NIV 7T
18D N2 NI L1Na oy YXawH
IXIN 7770 .0°YWITa ARTIA 119700
N2y AV 07NN 77191722 WK
N33 ApPLATINARI AW NI DY
N2y VDI NN YW K197 1DOn
VD1 W DYDY AXW1 1995 NAW3 10T
17971 OwWT N30 NIXIR2 vNOPITY
1711875 0177 NY?DI271IN DNVPIT ARYHWR TN WIDY
N1 ,0Y' AR D12 1711875P NYDIATIIND VTVPIT VDI
,07w 15 XY .171119°9P 0177 NYDI2IIN DAY 11081185
172y 71PN DX R STAY nudnam Sxaweh tvn wpn bwa
N2°W X197 12712 717722 NP N2 YXWD annawn oy
2111 Sy 01 LA TO10 IpnnD NIRDIPIN 1TaVHR 1Rt
WL, 0MOPTTYT TVOKAY AKIDIY DPDITIVD NN PN
TPIN NI ARXYAY MKITO N1 KW PN 0ImD e
7T°V” DIP2 2AX PN NVIDI27IIN AXKIBIY AVYIPRA XA
077197 NX1D72 0°ANK - "071272 MnnY mw» Apnna wn

DY NINXAIT NOYAT AP NN 19X 005721 02yTn Oy a9 aInwh nTRIND A f1002 10
J0AD oI 71975 7T X Y101 NIDN mnab ow HXXIvIe

jipiviintnikiniabal 154



Blwol a5 03193l ol yos Sl 05 (rw yd g i 03y 1489 JLuw
oBLils 31 9 sl w Sy palingl 50 1) g Oltuyws duzsS
2055 C8bys puilud ¢ 423 (Siglon & dxdy 53 eabkingl s ne
olasIs Olao 5> Sl gigasl & dtdy 3 ) il G985 0390

3Ly 0L 4 Lolas Oliwsloss s

Slr 9 Cawr 25403 Olony $lo L85 (ipunn L1390 Jlo
SLo, a8 oBlials 5o a0 el (g wilgy 158 g 6y98 HI51HIS
Oee ) Sl 4y 9 dly e Sy ) D320 S 0190 (Roiz
L Uil ML’ u[o.:.) 95 Jlo os);b 3o Clop oKials
5 CaSHb Sl @ GiASS dur 9 s 0500 (LS (o)

Sy O 4 "Ll ¢ Gl Se p0

L s2e Ol Slaslen $9s B0 $ln JsNUse oBlinles]
30 9=idls (blsz Ghigel 09331 5 sl aly Oliwslews 2l 5o
S loy didy () 5o O1Saegl 09,5 & Gy Ay iy o
33 8ue S pde y sl OB 5o Gy 9 i leayl
G939 Obss” LusS eopsl U ol Sy g ouSiisld
35 5 0B8sS ¢ S 08 ily) "OBssS Slaslen ¢ Gles
Slogls wdsi 5 b ladalell (pigly 5o 48 ey & GIP¥SS

o giygel 1y (Wae

LRI ) RCRVE ST IYR RR VL PP\ PS I LICRC WA RERTIVS I
00 MSue ey (W BT i O j9p 58 Olsld glyl
L olpen O55UsS Sladsiy dudos 5 plovl 5 Oyl gy asliy
$la29,S 500 b (2la2)Sen 5009 sugw S0 sy Slams S
2 &S GSaasd 4 .l Hls ouge 1y b 5 ele il
D50 Cewd $39IeiSSe0 Ogalm Wb 9 ele sle dis)
Iy Blaw a5 douws 1y O8I ool T & yel ol - 6393 Oluy &)L
HLas) dgyyBen () dolo aiS uyyy diliedgw 3 Cuyed 4
dpilais JolSS S Slaslen 6 due) 10 85 8 Lele OVl
Cobd 5 Gl Slanslen Salell sl sy Jigl slalsle
R

Slatwlssyd uiSes 13, 5 Wlssus 1y ale slo Wlis
Iz ) 38 9 Wadue HIB Guyy g Iy Ghesky plsz
L 5 6;2@3)3 oyl Sl 009 [T &.:AD[ST O guasnS
09,5 Su ool 3 5 Cawl YB35 (8 $3505503) giled Syicius] 53
5 Gl o s 4g2s 3l 51,3 Oligisls o O Sishy Jeli
9 Cewl HIye5 1 Flodr S0 0l 30 ditws p (laieidls b g8
leys 5 9315 Sl sl s Jewiliy syl & 03,5 ileled
el Qb 8 Grlow 4o Mae O35S (gl did i

155 < HNXAW? YIXD 719712 KK 0T 19°Dn

Born in Tehran in 1969 and at age 10 immigrated to Israel
with her parents. Graduated from the Boyar High School in
Jerusalem. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Master’s degree in
Immuno-Genetics at the Hebrew University and Hadassah
Medical School. In 1995 she married Ofer Shai, and together
they went to the United States for her doctoral studies, where
her three daughters were born. She completed her Doctorate at
the University of Southern California, a postdoctoral fellowship
at the University of California, Los Angeles, and was appointed
associate professor at the University of Southern California.
After 15 years, due to her strong connection to Israel and desire
to raise her daughters here, she moved with her family to Israel
and became a senior researcher at the Sheba Medical Center,

establishing a molecular laboratory for brain cancer research.

In addition to conducting research and training medical
students at the Master and Doctoral levels, Dr. Shai,
chairperson of the Sheba Research Forum, conducts workshops
in research leadership and is lecturer at Tel Aviv University’s
Faculty of Medicine, teaching a course entitled: “New Age in
Applied Childhood Disease Research” — challenges in pediatric
medicine, clinical trials and the development of new drugs.
Researcher in genetics and the pharmacokinetics of complex
diseases in humans. Co-led several teams that were involved
in the design, supervision, implementation and analysis of
the research studies. Collaborated with scientific researchers
and clinical researchers, and helped bridge the gap between
scientific and clinical questions and biotechnology, enabling
them to be examined quickly and efficiently. Collaborations
have led to articles on liver disease, dental development,
epithelial epithelial cells, Alzheimer’s disease, heart disease,
and diabetes. She has been a reader and reviewer of articles
and requests for research grants, and has participated in many
academic committees. She is currently a senior researcher at
the Children’s Hemato-Oncology Institute and heads a group
of researchers and students. She is internationally recognized
for collaborating with leading scientists in North America
and has inventions with potential for developing drugs and

breakthrough treatments for children with cancer.
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Born in Shiraz in 1943. After graduating from high school
he immigrated to Israel and completed his Bachelor’s degree
in Mathematics and Physics at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. After about four years of teaching and professional
experience, he returned to study at the Hebrew University, and
in 1976 received a Master’s degree in Mathematics Teaching. In
addition to his studies, he was editor and announcer of Israel
Radio in Persian and taught mathematics at the university. In
1978 he went to the United States to pursue his PhD at the
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. His Doctorate deals
with mathematical modeling of the rational thinking of the
human brain. The Doctorate work presents an initial model
of artificial intelligence, which emerges spontaneously from
experience with the world, in three-dimensional hardware over
time. Taught mathematics in the United States, and at the same
time studied computer science at the university. In 1983 he
returned to Israel with his wife and two daughters and taught
mathematics. In 2003 he retired and since then has expanded
his knowledge of Judaism and the history of the Jews of Iran,
especially Shiraz. He is a member of the Association for the
Commemoration of the Jewish Heritage of Shiraz and is a
partner in organizing cultural events, music and conventions.
Today he studies the relations between Jews and the ancient
Persian people at the end of the First Temple and the beginning
of the Second Temple period. Dr. Shammas believes that Chazal
were correct in their assertion that King Cyrus was a Jew, son
of a Jewish Queen, not Esther of Khasha-Yar-Sha (“Ahasuerus”,
“Xerxes”), but of Mandanne, daughter of the last king of the
kingdom of Maddai.
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Born in Isfahan in 1920, the eldest son of a traditional and
financially impoverished family. At the age of 16 he was
orphaned from his father and had to bear the burden of
supporting the family and caring for his brother’s education.
While studying engineering, he began teaching at the “Alliance”
School in Tehran. From his salary, he maintained his family
and financed the medical studies of his brother, who would
later become a senior and successful physician in Tehran. After
graduating he moved to Abadan and became an oil engineer at
the refinery. At the age of 32 he married Evelin. During his stay
in Abadan, he served as head of the Jewish community as well
as the unofficial Jewish Agency emissary, and the couple hosted
emissaries and Aliyah representatives from the Jewish Agency
and the World Zionist Organization. With the outbreak of the
Six-Day War, Reuven became concerned for the existence of the
State of Israel, and shortly after the IDF’s victory he left behind
a comfortable and affluent social life, and with enthusiasm to
reach Zion he immigrated with his family to Israel and settled
in Jerusalem. In Israel, not everything went well in business,
and following the revolution and inflation, his pension from
Iran eroded. In old age he studied bookkeeping in Israel and
continued to work as a senior bookkeeper. Part of a generation
of giants he was a man of spirit and and learning, educated,
pleasant, a role-model of modesty and honesty, he believed
with all his heart in hard work without shortcuts. He donated
in secret to synagogues and other charities. Did not always
get on well with the Israeli mentality, but the warmth and
vitality of the Sabras captured his heart and he remained an
Israeli patriot, voting in the Knesset elections on the day of his
passing. He died in the loving arms of his family at the age of

93, survived by a wife, three children and four grandchildren.
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Rabbi Shimon (for obvious reasons, the family name is not
mentioned) was born in Hamedan (Shushan HaBira) and died
in Iran. His descendants contributed part of the payment for
the construction of the synagogue on 4 Pnina Street in Tel Arza
Neighbourhood, Jerusalem. The dedication of the synagogue
took place on 11 July, 1989, under the auspices of the late
Mayor of Jerusalem Teddy Kollek, with the participation of
the Rishon LeZion, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, and many invited
guests. Prayers are held there throughout the week, especially
on Shabbat and holidays.
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Poet, researcher of Jewish communities and curator of Jewish
art. She was born in Tehran and immigrated to Israel at age
four. Divorced and mother of three. A Doctoral student at
Tel Aviv University who studies the customs, sources and
meanings of the yearly calendar of the Iranian Jews. She
holds a Master’s degree with honors from the University of
Washington, a Diploma in Museology from Tel Aviv University,
and a Bachelor’s degree and a Teaching Certificate from Bar-
Ilan University. Shekalim was the director of the Center for the
Heritage of Jewish Communities at the Eretz Israel Museum
in Tel Aviv and a national and regional guide for Jewish art,
heritage and culture in the Ministry of Education. She has
written books, articles and educational kits dealing with the
heritage of Jewish communities in the East and West and
the history and culture of Iranian Jews. Her poetry books
“Sharkyia” and “What does a Woman Needs to Know” published
by Kinneret, Zmora-Bitan, Dvir received great acclaim; Her
poems have been published in books, in journals and in literary
volumes, and they are taught in universities, colleges and the
education system. In her poetry there is a constant dialogue
with Jewish literature throughout the ages. It deals with the
encounter of East-West cultures, the heritage and culture of
Iranian Jews, the status of women in Persian and Eastern
patriarchal culture, Jewish tradition, and modern Israeli and
Western society. Her poems depict the struggle of the Persian
and Mizrahi women from exclusion to equality and personal
fulfillment. Through her own experience, she explores the long
process from a state of emotional dissonance, the struggle
for identity and belonging to a position of reconciliation and
harmonious wholeness among her various identities. She also
reflects on a journey from a sense of inferiority and shame due
to her Mizrahi-Persian origin to an experience of ethnic pride
and a desire to explore this identity on its various facets and

impart it to the public.
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I was born in Isfahan in 1940. In 1951 [ immigrated to Israel
with my parents and my family. I grew up in a lively family with
many children, we worked hard to adapt to Israel and adjust
to the ways of life here. From my parents I learned modesty,
simplicity and love of others. I studied Jewish mysticism, as
well as in the study and understanding of human behavior in
various aspects — psychological, sociological, educational and
philosophical. I married Frida and had talented children. Sadly,
I am bereaved parent, I lost one of my sons, Dror, a 19-year-old
IDF soldier. Often, a person discovers what is most precious
only after he has lost them - youth and health, for example.
“Until a person is no longer afraid to die, he does not learn
to live.” From the wisdom of my years and from the academic
study of my life, I have come to believe that one must not lose
hope for a better future — “and I chose life.” Life goes on, and
is enlightening to those who love... if our hearts are not filled
with love for life... our lives shrink in response. It is not what
happens to us in world that affects us, but rather the way we
respond to it that matters. The power of thought creates the
result. “Half of his life a man loses his longing for the future,
and the remaining half - his sorrow for the past.” One should
understand: “Happiness exists for whomever creates it, and
not for those who seek it.” As a spiritualist, I took action: I
have written four books, on the subject of bereavement as well,
and am currently working on my fifth book as well as offering

myself as a lecturer.
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Born in Yazd. After completing his Master’s degree in
Agronomy at the University of Tehran in 1965, he immigrated
to Israel to continue his studies. He worked in the Department
of Genetics at the Weizmann Institute of Science and continued
to the Hebrew University and Hadassah Medical School. He has
completed a Master’s degree in Medical Science on the subject
of loss of a cancerous growth factor on the Struma network,
to prevent its transfer from one cell to another. At a relatively
advanced age, he completed a PhD in the development of a drug
for the local treatment of ear infections, at the Nose and Throat
Department at Hadassah, and for treatment of hand, foot and
finger fungus in the Hadassah Department of Dermatology.
The drug is a registered global patent and in the final stages
of analysis at the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA). He
was invited as a guest lecturer in the United States, worked
in the hematology department of the Georgetown University
School of Medicine in Washington, DC, and lectured in leading
medical schools in New York and California and in Frankfurt,
Germany. In his research at Hadassah Medical Center, he was
a member of the development team for a hepatitis A vaccine,
and following the study, the vaccine they developed became
the standard given to newborns. Since his retirement, he has
been active in the preservation of family heritage, a follower
of Rabbi Or Shraga (“Mola Or”) from Yazd, and has published
books on the subject that are donated to synagogues and the
public. Married to Mahin, a native of Tehran, they have five

children, all academics, and seven grandchildren.
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Born in Isfahan in 1942 to a culture and art loving family. The
Sasson family was the first Jewish family in Iran to set up a
factory to process yarns and wool for weaving carpets. From a
very young age, Eli traveled with his family in the countryside,
and thus made contact with Persian nomadic tribes who
specialized in weaving ethnic carpets. He learned from them
the secrets of the profession, thus creating his love for the
carpets as well as the magical music they played while weaving.
In 1963 he immigrated to Israel and fulfilled his dream of
engaging in his great love — carpets. At the age of 47, he began
to play the Santur, an old Persian music instrument. He was
privileged to play in Israel and abroad and has been a soloist
with the Raanana Symphonette Orchestra, the Jerusalem
Symphony Orchestra, IBA, and with the Israel Philharmonic
Orchestra (among many), in works written especially for him
by composers Yoni Rechter and Yehezkel Braun. “The wonderful
combination of carpet art and authentic music fills my world

and makes me very happy.”
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Born in Isfahan in 1922 to his parents David and Farkha. In
1925 he immigrated with his family to Eretz Israel and they
first lived in the Old City of Jerusalem. His father, David, dealt
in antiquities, gold and silver objects in Iran, and when he
immigrated to Israel he became a construction worker and built
his home with his own hands on the corner of Yissa Bracha and

Bar-Ilan streets in Jerusalem.

From remarks in memory of Yoav Sasson on the site of the
Numismatic Society in Israel: “Yoav was an antiquities dealer
and an enthusiastic collector of Jewish coins. His coin collection
was a personal priority. He was endowed with wonderful
abilities to recognize coins of hidden value, and to expose fakes.
He had the skill to handle silver and bronze coins, acquired his
knowledge of self-study, and through experience developed his
senses. His home in Jerusalem, where he ran his businesses
and collections, became a kind of institution where collectors
and scholars gathered. He was an important partner in the
construction of private and museum collections. Scholars and
educators used to seek his advice, and Yaakov Meshorer (curator
of the coins department of the Israel Museum) prepared the
wooden box for his collection of coins with his own hands. Yoav
was a decent, honest and generous man. He passed away in 16
June, 2009, at the age of 88.”



HXAW?2 NN XX ]ORN
Bl ) Sl 1) 5L 095

The Iranian Theater in Israel

1970 Niw2 opIa - (*D1DA “MPnn wwan”)

9“1 »17mn oM

X N1THYOR 1931 NIw3A INTATL TN
NIwa .1907 N3 NN prYwT JuRn
ARAXT MW MR OKIWD 1%V 1950
1961 NIV .“An2a” NLX N2 DY2NWi
Oy N137 NIAXA3 qNAwT XKD A
“X111712" 07173°21 QW V1T DIpnw
NNW PIRY MW INK LONII0IK AT
nApNwa Oy IKWA P2 MY N3
0T MY MIATINNG 07W3A 0D 717X
YYD DRIWTD XK KX 71I0XRN DN
SO A W DT°pana Yarn adynd
.2009 NIw3a TvD1 .27YNIT INTRA

XY TV0 117
712°Ni >TIN°Y NX 07D RDOX 1D
NX L1970 NIw3a YXIW°H YY1 IxIIva
WY JALINN DN 07RTPRI 1PTIRYYD
0’D71pP2 0YNWM X 22 .0°YwIra
21X°Y1 NIAKY TRTPR YRYYID 0w
5K 90X YIRD IOy nxb 0w
Y DI YXIWD IXTIK NXT 1IUXN
,N7727 NIXIN2T PN D137 NI1AXa3a
12791 WP NX XN Tpan obva 1232

R/aish|

TvIN R0

770X NY Wl MY R LINTDOR T
NN Prw .02 N gnnwim
071°1°21 D°YT11 D2Apnw DY mMnw
’N’I0N2 ANNWM “TNKwP “Dwomn”
NX W32 07771 D190 23211 LN 1T
5000 {12737 T¥ JNT°X2 07777 N1abD 92
annNwm YW Y 1%V 1963 Ni1wa .qvn
112n oy 0°pia 1970 NAw31 .N137 DX
IRTIK XX J1MONN DK IANIR 1PN
N127 N1IXT2 qNNwn K011 YRwea
JPI IN2 NP3 MK PIND DI
TWn21 0°LID 122 Prw IENNAT NP2
DR YR Y1pa Prap v 0w

MJANIN 197N
n1aana nx1ap Sw m%iyoia oxnn
SN0 T LannR 9717 n1nIN
“DAXOX” 112°N2 1TINYY D010 KD
TIn%Y Snmm YRy 1%y 1967 niwa
7071 .0°YWI77a N°1ayi vVYDIN 1IN
SXIW 2 INTR ORXT DY0ITIVOA TN
nYIn 1an .0vw yawd IR A
5ya HXWA IRTK ONXT W OAAT PN
717972127, O ILVDA WK ININ
1aywH mIND piaa Tay 1 eimbn)
J1MOX’NA .N7D7Ra YXIW DIpa Y
SRR “yIbmaT aviaa nyiana oni
1Man oy 0P YARY by anxol
INTK INXT 71IURN DX 7701 77910
D1W 07T°PDN OYan KIT TRNT YNWwUa
PrPw 1992 NIw3 .N7130 NIXINA PING
*92 XY” 1P anKa vIPa AYIN T°'Pana
PONIWT VDA ANNWA 2015 NAW3AT “ N3

NK T OTX QTN XAN”

jipiviintnikiniabal 172



173 < DKWY YIXD 719712 KK T 19°DNn



doliiolé 55 9 CiSHb Ol 4 Va8Y Jle
A8 b Olasse b gl sl
S5 4 lgdsSul 9 50ieS WSle Ol
b 38 Bl 40 iS50 5 g Cloyy
daliiols )o C‘)byf Uygl U9z Slriesia

S yd (oo

o 55 Bl DS 3ol 36 05,5 L
B 655 ¢ Wbl slalle 5 552 ohan
Jlo olzxiy YL L S )5 ol
9 Blal Olpl 5o 056sS lgads yo
CawligS 9 Jimin 6,503b ols Hlas 7L

wﬁ)a Yol Jl L

Obdusw Jogld
00 1y Oliwsd (§ 0990 .Sl Olgdol 031)
1l 4212V Il iy by 0 O3
eskidngl 5o Sigerdly ¢ axdy )0 duzsS
byl dz)s 5 Seloy Giigel @
9 Cwdiade LGl jo 4 .0,S C8b)yo
S =hb 9 e g R8T o puyeS wis
3 o - od3lydS 1y ‘c.:L‘Z)g‘ 20 "Jlaws"
S Oluese 03; b gaS ool @ @S
- diblb)g: R3OV @ Bl ol LS Gyl
3l 53 08,5 (3l sladals 31 @il o
S Syolan dpa (I 5 odste OYLI 5o 9
Bld €S §9y0 ASue $)b ol Glyl )
gl 5o B985 1y Uil dilhs) glazslgdd

A2 Ololw 9w b

dJdxile Qw

S8 4 (So6S ) Gl Olgdol s 0l
QlegS Slpdols 5o 9 0 Lde S
L 0sSUsS sl dalidalé 53 23,50 3k
309LaS 9 o 09z uwlidpw Oliesin
O 30 (2920 Sladulé 5o 9 03,5 $3bL
318 Cewgd Iy )9igS . Cewl 03¢ (3,81
b)"..) e 0 gdd Qbﬁ‘)bs
Cewl 03lg3

delidolé 5o .z sS Blpnl 41987 JLu
Cewd VAV Jlo 23,8 3L Gilsld sl
09,5 «Sl=BT DLl (itwgd Cewd 3o
ditwy 3y Bl OHLS Sl S
9 Bl 5o 1y Grlwn sl dliinlé 5
0958 . J50y9] dismo §35 4y bAsxte WYL
G195 9 0255 55 50 «6505b L
iz el olid o gl 0y 50 5L
O Bl slao Gl G o Jle
el iS5y SHiasS

SO0 15949 SL oud)

Olygd 3 .ad o3y Olues 3o VAYY Jl
20 509 ol 9 S B ¢ dxbed So5S
Jlo s (9,81 (385 OS0sS slo daliy
Cods ) s 9 LzgS Sl ds N0+
SO Bl ¢ gl (i) 53 @b w
"lwla" S5lE G ouSie 30 gl & )90
.Dl.g:) o CA.J.’A.S b

Sl BT ol

GAD- (S8 05,5 ¢ owS Sialeos
o Sl Olpgs g 0ol MRS BT s
20 Ol ¢ 098 Odass OLL 3
0 5 LzsS Blol 4 NPV Jl (uilT
oiysl ens oIS H3 iesl 8 xS
Obgmidsls Olojle LIS by .o loy
» Jle Chn 9 Sl B3l sl Ho Sl
gas i Wl 3105 gy 1) Ol
LS Glnl s 6355 Olojlw opde S
30 pwiled (g dzyd Glylo - 009 S5l ol

ol dauds WL;.&A.))A ()LAT

255035 585 "pas” Ghe 3 3
04258 50 S5l o sl 0L i
20 1y B 50 3L - 0dg Hlw deliy 9
Oyzlae 31 o 3T Ol (aisls i
Slocke s b olad Sl @
Bl ol 0L Sl S5 09,S codsia
elaads 5o f&.@ ol 51280138 4.3[.3 B
31350 6,530

3" 6 el @k 53 139V UL
035 895 @ slew G 33 (358 pRSD
0 30 VN0 Jlo 1 9 ud jols luww
S 555 63k "3 bL" bl ok
Cewl Gutwly 5L 9 slaed,e

jipiviintnikiniabal 174



The Iranian Theater in Israel

(The Persian “Hagashash Hahiver”) - established 1970

Ilan Aghajani

Coordinator of activities of the Neil
Achtar group of culture and art. Born
in Tehran, after graduating from the
“Alliance” high school in 1967, he
immigrated to Israel and began studying
at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
Founder of the Association of Iranian
Students in Israel and Chairman of the
Association for Iranian Immigrants
in Israel. Member of the Board of
Directors of the Association of Former
Iranian Immigrants in Israel. He
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Statistics,
Demography and Philosophy, worked
at the Bank Leumi, and former editor
of the Voice of Israel in Persian. In the
theater he began with “Hechalutz”
youth movement in Iran, and after his
immigration to Israel he established
with his friend Soleyman Mottahedeh
the theater of Iranian immigrants in
Israel and since then he has played
various roles in Israel and the United
States. In 1992, he played a role of a
patient in the American movie “Not
Without My Daughter” and in 2015 he
participated in the Israeli film “Baba

Joon”. Loves people and a true friend.
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Soleyman Mottahedeh
Born in Isfahan. From childhood

he was attracted to the theater and
participated in children’s plays. He
played in various plays with well-
known actors including Mohtash and
Keshawarz and participated in radio
concerts in Tehran. A mountaineering
enthusiast, he conquered all mountain
peaks in Iran up to 5000 meters high.
In 1963 he immigrated to Israel and
participated in many plays. In 1970,
together with his friend Ilan Aghajani,
he founded the Iranian Theater of the
Iranian Immigrants in Israel in which
he participates in many plays in Israel
and the United States as an actor,
director and makeup artist. He played
in several films and for years was a voice

announcer in Kol Israel Persian radio.

The late Yehuda Moradi

Born in Hamedan in 1931. From
childhood, he loved theater and played
in school plays. In 1950 he immigrated
to Israel, and after his army service
he completed his studies at Habima
Theater. In 1961, he returned to Iran and

participated in many plays with well-
known actors, including “Kamanui” and
“The Usquay Couple”. After returning
to Israel he participated in various
plays with actress Orna Porat. In recent
years of his life, he joined the Theater
of Iranian Immigrants in Israel. He has
performed in the Middle East in various
roles in Israel, Iran and the West. Died

in 2009.

David Saidian

Born in Isfahan. He graduated from
high school in Tehran and immigrated
to Israel in 1970. He completed his
academic studies in the field of x-ray in
Jerusalem. He is a drawing enthusiast
and has completed various courses at
Bezalel Academy of Art and Design
in Jerusalem. After immigrating to
Israel he joined the Theater of Iranian
Immigrants in Israel and performed
in many plays in Israel and the United
States, most of them performing a role
that presents the difficulties of the new

immigrant.
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I was born in Kermanshah to a Zionist and observant family.
At the beginning of the last century my late father made a
pilgrimage to Israel and came through the Arab countries; That's
why they called him Haji. I finished part of my studies at the
"Atahad" Jewish school and taught high school in non-Jewish
institutions. I studied Hebrew at every opportunity and with
the help of private tutors, and in Israel I continued my studies
in the Hebrew language and went to a youth counselors course
at Beit Berl Academic College. I worked in Iran as part of the
Hechalutz youth movement, and at the Koresh Club, I taught
Hebrew to youth and adults on a volunteer basis. I helped edit
and translate the newspaper Kochav Hamizrach, which was
distributed throughout Iran and Israel. [ was appointed as the
representative of Keren Hayesod and UIA in Iran, and in 1968
I was elected as the representative and representative of the
Jewish youth at the 27th Zionist Congress in Jerusalem, and
I encouraged groups of Zionist activists born in Iran to visit
Israel. Eventually, some of them chose not to returen and to

stay for good in Israel.
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3‘: The book "From the Fruit of the Bustan" (Bustan - in Persian: A garden of fruit trees) tells in g <
< ;a;f_ Hebrew, Persian and English the story of a variety of Iranian-born men and women from all walks b
};'ﬁ: of life — each one with his story, his affinity to the country and his contribution to the society in

.{_i_ o Israel. In the book you will find about eighty stories of practitioners in various fields, including

‘?:- medicine, research, army, government, academia, settlement, literature and art; The reader is

illt; presented with a rich and varied picture of doing.
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The author Ben-Hur Ezri was born in Isfahan in 1934 and immigrated to Israel at age 14.5

without his parents. He is honored to present the book "From the Fruit of the Bustan" in Israel's
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seventieth year of independence.
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* The book, self-financed and not for profit, is available for reading online.
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