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This dissertation is a study of territoriality, the territorial tensions and practices, in early
modern English tragedies, particularly in relation to the metaphor of the body politic. Territorial
behavior is the primary manifestation of power in relation to space, through which society and
individuals exercise control over spaces as a means of organizing the world. According to Robert
David Sack in Human Territoriality, the definition of territoriality is “the attempt by an
individual or group to affect, influence, or control people, phenomena, and relationships, by
delimiting and asserting control over a geographic area,” and it follows that “this area will be
called the territory” (19). My analysis of territoriality focuses on the internal tensions underlying
the body politic metaphor between two poles of territorial behavior, as a biological drive towards
the control and possession of space, on the one hand, and as a socio-political strategy for the
spatial organization of society, on the other hand.

In early modern England, the body politic was “a living metaphor” (Hale, 3) that gave
structure to the very experience and perception of the state as analogous to the human body,
influencing various concrete social practices, from political and religious rituals to legal
definitions and procedures. Territoriality, as the manifestation of power in relation to space, finds
its figurative expression in the body politic metaphor, as the metaphor turns both the territory of
the polity and the people themselves into a body, making them inseparable from political power.
The focus of this research is on the underlying territoriality of the body politic metaphor and its
various configurations through figurative language. By considering each and every figurative
instance as a part of a network, as conceptualized by various theorists, such as Blumenberg, A. 1.

Richards, Johnson and Lakoff, the research maps via computational methods the interrelatedness
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of metaphors in early modern English tragedies and, thus, locates the body politic metaphor
within its metaphoric context. Through the analysis of this network of figurative language, the
research uncovers the metaphoric elements that took part in the construction of the body politic
metaphor and those that gave rise to its instabilities. The territorial tensions and practices that
underlie the body politic, I argue, saturate the figurative language through which the body politic
metaphor manifests uniquely in each play.

Mapping the figurative language of the plays with the use of computational methods,
particularly topic classification and network analysis, consists of the groundwork analysis,
whereas analyzing the territorial tensions and practices directs the interpretation of the body
politic in relation to its metaphoric nexus in particular plays. In order to analyze the territoriality
of the body politic metaphor, I investigate pertinent territorial phenomena during the 16 and
17" centuries in England, focusing particularly on how territorial practices, ideologies and
motivations, implicitly structure the social relations and conflicts in the plays, and not on
locating any explicit references or allusions to the historical context. Central to the research are
questions concerning the effects of territoriality on the social structure, primarily regarding
England’s internal conflicts and use of spatial strategies of control, as manifested in three
territorial phenomena: 1. The disputes regarding the jurisdiction of the verge and the Court of the
Marshalsea. 2. The plague spatial control measures, such as the quarantines and the pest-house.
3. The enclosures and engrossments of lands, which gave rise to social dissent, culminating in
the 1607 Midlands Revolt. It is due to the aggravation of internal territorial conflicts, specifically
regarding these three territorial phenomena, at the beginning of the 17" century, that the corpus

of the dissertation consists of twenty-three tragedies written between 1604-1610.
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The dissertation is divided into four chapters and a coda. The first chapter, “The
Territories of the Research”, provides the framework for the analysis of the plays in the
following chapters by discussing three subjects central to the research. The first section of
chapter 1 focuses on the theory of figurative language, on the conceptualization of the
interrelatedness of metaphors and argues for the analysis of figurative language as a network on
the basis of existing theoretical work. In the second section, I discuss the computational
methodology used in order to operationalize the body politic metaphor through the
interrelatedness of figurative language, focusing particularly on two methods: topic classification
and network analysis. The third and last section of the first chapter discusses the theory of
territoriality, distinguishing between two types of territorial theories and characterizing their role
in the analysis of the body politic metaphor. Furthermore, this section discusses the theory of
ideology and its application in this research with regard to the analysis of the body politic,
territoriality and the historical context.

Each of the three subsequent chapters focuses on one different play, analyzing the body
politic metaphor in relation to the network of figurative language of that play in light of a
particular territorial phenomenon. Choosing the three plays that are at the center of the chapters
out of the twenty-three tragedies, which make for the entire research corpus, resulted from the
computational analysis and the operationalization of the body politic metaphor, on which I
elaborate in chapter 1. The operationalization gave rise to a classification of the corpus on the
basis of two features, and each one is divided into three classes. The first feature is the
dominance of politics in the play, with the following three classes: 1. Background. 2. Significant.
3. Dominant. The second feature is the condition of the body politic metaphor in the play, which

includes these classes: 1. Conflict. 2. Negotiation. 3. Compliance. In chapter 1, I elaborate on the
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construction and meaning of these classifications, but it is important to note that the analysis
assigns both features to each of the twenty-three plays. These classifications allow me to focus
on three distinct kinds of plays in each of the chapters, as each kind reveals a different pattern

with regard to its engagement with the body politic metaphor.

Play Dominance of Politics Body Politic Condition

King Lear (1605) Significant Compliance

The Miseries of Enforced

Background Conflict
Marriage (1606)
The Rape of Lucrece

Dominant Negotiation
(1607)

Figure 1: a table summarizing the political dominance and the body politic condition in the
three plays at the center of chapters 2, 3, and 4.

Chapter 2, the first of these chapters, “’Blow the Earth into the Sea’: On the Verge of the
Body Politic in King Lear”, focuses on a play in which the dominance of politics is classified as
‘significant’ and the condition of the body politic metaphor is ‘compliance’. The chapter puts
forward an interpretation of the territoriality of the body politic in King Lear on the basis of the
play’s network of figurative topics, centering on the relation among the topics of ‘nature’,
‘emotions’ and ‘violence’, and tying these topics with the disputes regarding the jurisdiction of
the verge and the court of the Marshalsea, an ambulatory territory that followed the physical
presence of the sovereign. In chapter 3, “’A Hundred Plagues for One Pleasure’: Quarantining

the Body Politic in The Miseries of Enforced Marriage”, 1 focus on a play by George Wilkins, in
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which according to the computational analysis the dominance of politics is the weakest, defined
as ‘background’, whereas the condition of the body politic metaphor is ‘conflict’; thus,
presenting a distinct picture of the body politic from the one in King Lear. This chapter examines
the conflict between the political and the religious perspectives regarding the territorial measures
for controlling the plague, such as the plague quarantines, interpreting the territoriality of the
body politic in the play in its relation to the corpus mysticum and the topics of ‘economy’,
‘language’, ‘matrimony’ and ‘emotions’. The fourth chapter, “’Girt in a Pale of Safety’: The
Hedges of the Body Politic in The Rape of Lucrece”, centers on the chapter’s eponymous play
written by Thomas Heywood and on a third territorial phenomenon prominent at the time, the
enclosures and engrossments of lands. The play in this chapter is classified as ‘dominant’ with
regard to the dominance of politics, and as ‘negotiation’ with regard to the body politic metaphor,
providing a facet of the territoriality of the body politic differentiated from the two previous
chapters. In the interpretation of this play, I examine the body politic’s relation to the topics of
‘character traits’, ‘emotions’, ‘violence’ and ‘sexuality’, uncovering thus the underlying
territorial tensions with regard to the enclosure and engrossment of lands. Lastly, in the
dissertation’s conclusions, “Coda: Beyond the Territories of the Research”, I discuss the
overarching arguments of the dissertation regarding the territoriality of the body politic metaphor
at the beginning of the 17™ century, the limitations of the research with regard to generalizing
conclusions, as well as the potential that the computational analysis in this dissertation stores for

further research.
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