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Introduction to Theory

This introductory course will familiarize students with the central
figures, the major ideas and the dominant intellectual movements
that had shaped the study of literature in the Anglophone world in
the course of the last two centuries. The history of the field will be
presented as a series of intellectual conflicts in which competing sets
of notions about the nature of literature, language, meaning, selfhood
and truth vied with one another for (temporary) supremacy. The
course will include readings in central theoretical works, alongside
classroom discussions and exercises in literary interpretation.
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Narrative Analysis

The course is intended to provide the student of literature with tools
to analyze the structure of narratives. Narrative is not only a literary
category. It is indispensable to our understanding of science, history,
cinema, journalism, and the electronic media. Narrative is the way we
think about the succession of events in time.The course will combine
discussion of this broader sense of narrativity with emphasis on
narrative fiction. We will discuss theoretical texts analyzing various
aspects of narrative, including plot, setting, point of view, and genre.
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INTRODUCTION TO BRITISH CULTURE |

What did the English language sound like over a thousand years
ago? Why is it so different today? Has English culture always enjoyed
the same global prestige!? VWhat are its sources! How did it come
to assert itself? What was it like to be a woman in the fourteenth
century? Is Shakespeare really the greatest love poet!? Can texts
written in the remote past speak to present readers? These are some
of the questions asked, and partly answered, by this survey of English
literature from its earliest medieval records to the Renaissance
and beyond. It aims to familiarize you with some of the best poetry
and drama ever produced in England and to give you the tools to
understand, enjoy, and take further courses on the works you will
study. By the end of the semester, you should be able to identify,
analyze, contextualize, and trace the development of their forms,
themes, and ideologies.
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POETRY ANALYSIS

Derived from the Greek for creation, “poesis,” poetry draws atten-
tion to the details and elements of its language. This course introduc-
es students to poetry through close readings of poems and provides
a vocabulary for recognizing and analyzing its different forms.VWe will
pay attention to poetry’s spoken features, its kinship to music and
its distinction from prose.VWe will talk about its use of words, lines,
stanzas and its literary figures and sound repetitions.
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INTRODUCTION TO BRITISH CULTURE 2

The course is intended to provide the student of literature with tools
to analyze the structure of narratives. Narrative is not only a literary
category. It is indispensable to our understanding of science, history,
cinema, journalism, and the electronic media. Narrative is the way we
think about the succession of events in time.The course will combine
discussion of this broader sense of narrativity with emphasis on
narrative fiction. We will discuss theoretical texts analyzing various
aspects of narrative, including plot, setting, point of view, and genre.
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SHAKESPEARE’S TRAGIC SUBJECT

How did Shakespeare conceive of the human subject in relation to the
tragic? Given that Shakespeare’s understanding of generic definitions
evolved within popular Elizabethan conventions, and were very
loose at best, to what extent can we even talk of tragedy, classically
defined, on the Shakespearean stage? In this seminar we will explore
the development of Shakespeare’s interest in tragic theatre, which
culminated in some of the most powerful and poetic tragedies of
the suffering human subject in world literature. By submitting the so-
called four ‘high’, or ‘human’ tragedies of Hamlet, Othello, King Lear
and Macbeth to close rhetorical, poetic and philosophical analysis,
we will attempt to understand the particular tragic mode of poetic
subjectivity which Shakespeare explores in these plays, and its wider
philosophical and existential implications for any human subject
watching and reading these plays, then as now.
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INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN CULTURE

The purpose of this course is to examine the development of a dis-
tinct American cultural discourse from the Colonial period to the
end of the 20th century. The texts read in class offer a variety of
genres and voices representing the different facets of American cul-
tural production.
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THE JEWS IN AMERICA: HISTORY, SOCIETY AND
CULTURE, 1654 - 2019*
This class will use lectures, reading materials and primary sources to
examine the history, society and culture of Jews in the United States
from the earliest communities to the present day. In addition to
discussion on social, religious and cultural developments among Jews,
the course will also highlight points of intersection between Jewish
and American cultures, the experience of Jews in relations to other
minority groups and other questions.
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These lectures concern with some of the key elements of medicine
and health care in classical antiquity. Topics to be covered include the
image of the physician in the Graeco-Roman world; the experiences
of the sick themselves; childbirth, midwifery, and gynecology; madness
and mental illnesses; the Roman medical corps; the cult of Asclepius
and the birth of the hospital; the golden age of Alexandrian medicine
and the history of surgery.
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Nietzsche’s Saying “God is Dead” is one of the most famous expressions
of what MaxWeber called “the Disenchantment of the World”. Modern
Western culture is largely based on the idea that the universe does
not tell us the meaning of human existence. The question how to live
human life without relying on revelation or cosmic meaning has been
a central theme in 20th century thought and writing.The course will
first present the historical framework and some basic positions in
5 introductory lectures to create a baseline for further reading and
discussion.
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After the fall of the Berlin Wall it seemed for a decade, that history
had come to an end (Francis Fukuyama), and that Western values of
individual liberty, representative democracy and free markets were
about to conquer the world without firing a single shot. The fifteen
years since 9/1 | have led to a very different view shared by many
political thinkers. The course will focus on the ensuing discussion
about if and how the West can defend its values and form of life.
After a few introductory lectures, the course will be based on
weekly readings.
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