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Abstract

Human pillar-type figurines from the Kingdom of Judah have attracted much scholarly atten-
tion in relation to the nature of the Judahite religion, and various approaches to and interpre-
tations of the figurines’ position in Judahite society have been attempted thus far, as shown in
Chapter II. The recurring obstacle among previous studies has been the absence of a worka-
ble typological refinement, leading to a generalization of the matter based only on the technical
division of heads (handmade/molded) or bodies (solid handmade/hollow wheel-thrown).
Therefore, the recognition of iconographic and stylistic patterns among the Judahite pillar fig-
urines and their characterization are two of the key tasks this study undertakes. Chapter Il
demonstrates methodic principles and data boundaries in preparation for these tasks and fur-

ther evolvement of this dissertation.

Through an analytic examination of the data in Judah and other regions in the Levant and
through a theoretic examination of clay figurine evolvement, Chapter IV demonstrates the ex-
istence of conceptually/stylistically characterized figures among the Judahite molded heads
and varying degrees of stylized tendency among the Judahite handmade heads. In a similar
but more variable way, body parts also show characterized forms and postures, likely associ-

ated with the characterization of head parts.

In Chapters V and VI, a correlative examination of the newly refined typological scheme with
petrographic data sheds new light on the major concerns of this study: intraregional/interre-
gional modes of the production and distribution of human pillar figurines in the Kingdom of
Judah. Based on this examination, Chapter VIl shows that both unity and disparity are ob-
served among the regions in Judah, as is most true of the relation between the Shephelah
and the hill country centered around Jerusalem. As a conspicuous indicator of unity, each of
the different molded head types of the Judahite style is spread out almost ubiquitously across

the kingdom. Varying degrees of homogeneity and commonness in handmade head styles,
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postures, and lower body forms also add to the unity among the Judahite regions. At the same
time, disparity among the regions is represented most obviously by the differentiated modes
of production and distribution, which also involves different emphases on the types of heads

fabricated (handmade/molded).

Through iconographic and techno-stylistic comparisons with other Levantine regions, Chapter
VIl also examines the flow of the conceptual and stylistic components of the Judahite figurines
in both the international and internal spheres. This examination also opens the possibility of

chronological seriation among the different motifs or styles of the figurines.

In Chapter VIII, it is suggested that the mode of the production and distribution of the Judahite
human pillar figurines is characterized by a dual system that involves two different regional
and cultural-economic environments (the Shephelah and the hill country). The central Ju-
dahite authority may have played a certain role in the evolvement of this system, which was
likely more often as a tacit patron. As a part of the social system, the entities in charge of the
figurines’ production and distribution may have been associated with social groups dealing
with clay work, and they may have worked on the clay figurines more professionally in the

Shephelah than in the hill country, as proposed in Chapter IX.

Chapter X deals with the implications of the Judahite human pillar figurines for different con-
temporary aspects of Judahite society—socio-economic, political, cultural, and ideo-religious.
This chapter explains how one coroplastic type (human pillar type) in the Levant was adopted,
localized in the Kingdom of Judah and functioned as a common cultural medium in accordance

with the Judahite peculiarity during the late Iron age.
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