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Greetings to the Humanities Community,

The academic year 2024-2025 will begin next week under the shadow of the difficult war that started
on October 7. These are hard and sorrowful days. We all experience pain, sorrow, fear, and concern
for the kidnapped, the wounded, the soldiers, and those displaced.

We remain committed to continuing efforts towards the return of the kidnapped. Time is running out
for them.

I know that studies and research may now seem secondary or even disconnected from the painful
reality. However, it is crucial to remember that the knowledge, wisdom, and understanding we build
here are also a source of strength, resilience, and hope. Through study and research, we advance the
world and create tools that will help us cope with future crises and ensure a better future. Respectful
and caring personal relationships are an essential resource for all of us. We must continue to nurture
them and work toward better days.

A warm welcome to the new members joining our diverse community. We are excited to welcome
you and wish you engagement, meaning, and success. You are joining a diverse and excellent
community dedicated to studying and understanding the evolution of the human spirit, thought, and
action across various historical, philosophical, and cultural contexts. This intellectual richness can
contribute to the healing of both individuals and society and guide the development of technology in
beneficial and ethical directions. Faculty members, both academic and administrative, led by the
heads of departments and schools, have developed rich and fascinating study programs. We all look
forward to your integration and contributions to academic creation. We anticipate your creative and
critical thinking, which will challenge existing knowledge and enable us all to grow.

We are also prepared to meet the unique needs of those who are on reserve duty or have been
displaced. We are available for conversations and for sharing difficulties, experiences, and
dilemmas. We have made security arrangements, and each building has signs directing to shelters or
protected areas. Collaborative learning is central to the humanities. I am confident that advanced
students and doctoral candidates will be glad to accompany, assist, support, and share their
knowledge and understanding.

The Humanities community has a responsibility to be a beacon and a model for an exemplary
society. We are committed to promoting the values of human dignity and freedom, fostering a
culture of learning and informed opinions, listening to a variety of perspectives, and maintaining
respectful discourse. Israeli society n eeds these humanistic values, and together, we will strengthen
and reinforce them. You, the students of the Faculty of Humanities, are the next generation of leaders
our society so desperately needs, and we are here to support and assist you on this important journey.

Wishing you a successful academic year, a year of learning and creativity, and a year of doing good
and fostering peace.

Prof. Rachel Gali Cinamon
Dean of the Faculty of Humanities
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