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general who takes the offensive. I never have been in such a position.
Perhaps if T were, 1 should not be so tucky as I have been in offen-
ce.” (What sad, unconscious prophecy lay in these words!) “History
teaches us that the ablest conquerors have been the worst defenders.
Take, for instance, the first Napoleon. He was a hero in offence.
He spoke at the battle-gaie with all Burope. He was an eagle for
attack. But when he was beleaguered in Leipsic by the army of the
Alliance, the mistake he made with the bridge showed he was not
in his element as a defender. A well-known French author ascribes the
fatal result of the Jewish war to the absence of Fewish cavalry. To
my mind the result is better explained by the youth and lack of
military experience of Josephus, the commander-clect, which would
naturally lower Lis prestige among the soldiers; and by the absence
of a fleet. 1t is curious that the Jews, although living in & country
with an extensive sea-coast, never seemed to think, either in monar-
chical or republican periods, of maintaining 2 national navy. I wonder
that such a king as Herod, who did so much for his subjects. should
have forgotten that who rules the waves rules the mountains, Judea
was more abie to maintain a mighty navy than either Rome or Tyre.
With a small fleet 15,000 men would have sufficed to hold Palestine
against the Romans. To-day I could, with a force of 10,000 soldiers,
and supplied with torpedoes and ironclads and all the modemn ma-
terial of war, defend this country from Haifa to Jaffa, even against
a country like Great Britain.”

I replied that that might be so when the enemy was trving to land
at one point of the coast, but what if the invader came from the
south, from Egypt as of old ?

“So much the worse for the invader,” answeréd General Gordon,
“From Al Erisch, the border of the Philistine land, to Egypt is like
a desert. The sand, the mountains, the narrow road, making the
march bitter — these were the very reasons why Vespasian chose the
sea route”

After this T tried to show him that Josephus was a traitor. At
last ¥ brought out my poem, “The Traitor”, reading it and trans-
lating it as T went along. The Pasha was impressed and said : “Your
poem adduces better proofs than the arguments of a general” He
also translated a part of it, regretting that he had not devoted suf-
ficient study to the sacred language, which he thought every Christian
ought to learn,
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That day my soul was filled with longings for Jewish independence;
and I thought with bitterness of the renegade soldier-historian Jose-
phus, but for whom I believed the Jewish nation might vet have
survived in its own fatherland, and the misecies of the past 1,800
years might have been spared our unhappy race. The inward fever
found vent in song. I wrote a poem called “The Traitor; or Hermon's
Dew,” which I translated to Mr. Oliphant, who, straight from ad-
miration of Flavius Josephus, became one of his haters.

Never shall I forget the afternoon when I sat with the immortal
General Gordon on the sandy shore of Haifa. Over our heads a
fig-tree cast its shade; at our feet the billows played. The subject of
our discussion was the very question which had been haunting my
mind, the subject of the Defence of Palestine. The theme appealed
to him not only because of his profession, but because, as all the
world knows, his interest in the land of the Bible was lifelong. The
discussion began in a quotation of mine from the Talmud to the
effect that Palestine was not invaded by the Deluge, for it was pro-
tected by its girdle of mountains. Qur talk then fell upon the ancient
defence of Palestine against the deluge of Roman warriors and npon
the ease or difficulty of protecting the sea coast from Jaffa to Acco
{a journey of 24 hours by land and 12 by sea in the old Roman
ships}.

The Pasha (as Gordon was always called by the Orientals) answered
in a soft, serious tone: “The Jewish war against Titus and Vespasian
has been a subject of study with me for many years, I was always
unable to understand the comparatively easy conguest of the invading
army; and my difficulties were enhanced when I came to Palestine
and saw how Nature had protected your race with both hands (land
and sea). With a heroic race like yours to fight against (and of old
every Jew was a hero and a warrior), under the command, too, of a
pious and God-fearing man (according to Josephus’ own narrative),
<he facility with which the enemy penetrated the country is almost
inexplicable”, 1 pointed out to the Pasha that patriotism had nothing
to do with religion, saying “Many Jews even now are pious who yet
possess little national feeling. On the other hand, too, many Jews’
religion is a dead leiter, while their hearts yet beat warmly for their
race.”

General Gordon, in defence of Josephus, replied: “The position
of a defender is different from and more difficult than that of the
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I lay reflecting on the career of Sabbathai Zevi. I could not help
thinking that his non-success was dve chiefly to two causes, First,
he was a dreamer, and an enfirely unpractical man, for when thirty
thousand followers were awaiting his command, ready to go for him
through fire and water, he remained continually in a sort of religious
delitiom, seeing visions, praying, and dancing. Secondly, he had
married a Polish wornan named Sarah, who had no force of charac-
ter, and was endowed with passions for ordinary earthly pleasures,

At Cyprus, Mr. Oliphant and the correspondent of the Times,
together with myself, went on two expeditions to view the island
which England had then Jately acquired. When the National move-
ment in 1882 was at its height, many good Britons endeavoured to
restore Jewish nationality. Among them was the learned lady, Miss
Fin, well versed in Hebrew, who started a Jewish Aid Society for
forming a colony of Jews in the island obtained by the Jew, Bea-
consfield.

XXX. — A GOSSIP WITH GENERAL GORDON

When 1 set foot on the Galilean shore my first thought was, How
couvid Vespasian have landed 40,000 men at Acco? The sea is
stormy: the coast is mountainons. To the north rises the mighty Mount
Lebanon, crowned with the snow of ages. The town itself is a very
strong citadel, though its defences have been sadly neglected by the
Turkish Government and are in great need of repair. Against this
position mediseval crusaders and modern warriors (including the
great Bopaparte himself) have often hurled themselves in vain. Op-
posite Acco and three hours' journey distant across the bay lies
Haifa (where our party had disembarked), whose sandy shore is as
dangerous as the rocks of Acco. The famous River Kishon connects
the two, nearly dry in summer, but so swollen in the winter that
postal communication between the two towns is often stopped. Moun-
taing keep the ground on every side; and how WVespasian, having
landed, forced his way through hills and past forts to Jerusalem is
another military marvel,

Among the ruins of fortresses which are to be found along the
shore are the ruins of Bettar, the last foriress held by Bar Cochba
in his patriotic revolt against Hadrian. By a strange irony of history,
the first Jewish colony was recently located on the very spot where
the last Jewish fortress feil,
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one of the native women, T took the opportunity of investigating the
condition of my co-religionists in the city of the famous pseudo-
Messiah, Sabbathai Zevi.

Smyrna is a very old city. It is mentioned in the Revelations of
St. John, a clear proof that Jews were living there in very ancient
times. It is well known that believers in the pseudo-Messiah, Sab-
bathai Zevi, are still to be found among the professors of three
different religions. Some exist as a secret sect among Mohammedans
at Salonika, some have jointed the Chassidim, and some form a
Christian sect well known under the name of Sabbatarians in Russian
Poland and Hungary.

The impulse of this Messianic rising was the study of Kabbalah,
which still remains the chief subject of learning among the Jews of
Smyrna. These latter are far superior in intellectuality to their Orien-
tal brethren. Their community is well organised, and their numerous
institutions give evidence of their zeal and energy. Although Smyrna
is the most irmportant port of Asia Minor, and is possessed of great
traffic, more than 25,000 Jews kept at a standstill for a considerable
time and made no advance with the progress of civilisation. This is
to be accounted for by the division of the town into districts, each
race, Tutkish, Grecian, or Jewish, having its own quarter, and by
the absence, at the time, of Polish Jews.

But when the stream of emigration carried our nation past the
borders of Asia, some changes took place. Many of the old customs
were abandoned, and the native Jews were suddenly aroussd to
vigour. Their improvement was further enhanced by the example of
iwenty Polish Jewish families, who settled in the town, and who,
by their good business gualities and knowledge of langnages, are
making extremely rapid progress. I have no doubt whatever that in
a short time this will be the wealthiest Polish Jewish community in
Asia Minor. This Polish influx is of great importance to the native
Sephardic Jews of the town, influencing them, as it does, both morally
and physically. Clubs for political purposes and for promoting a
knowledge of Hebrew have sprung up, and I have learned since that
they have now their own journalistic organ, printed in Turkish with
Hebrew type. Its physical influence will be seen in the next generation,
owing to the intermarriages of the two.

We sailed from Smyrna with a fair breeze, and I departed full of
confidence that Smyma Judaism was bound to prosper. In the night
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four in the afternoon when our monster steamed out of the harbour,
accompanied by numerous dolphins, trying to keep pace with it.
Lord Duiferin was just then sailing for India, to enter upon his duties
there. { do not know if he was on board our steamer, but there was
a number of notabilities among ocur passengers, who were chiefly
English. Mr. Oliphant introduced me to a Times correspondent, who
was going to India to “do” the installation of Lord Dufferin, His
name, if 1| remember aright, was Weiss. He had spent seven years
in Russia, and had written a valnable book on the country and
people. With this gentleman I passed most of my time conversing.
The Hebrew language, Judaism, and the marvellous natute of Jewish
history, were our chief topics. Mr. and Mrs. Oliphant occaszona]ly
took part in these discussions,

Thanks to my sea-legs T did not fall a victim to the epidemic
which usually breaks out in our modern arks. In the evenings I
retired to my cabin to play dominoes and sip wine with an old gentle-
man whose acquaintance I had made on board. This was a veteran
Bavarian volunteer who had followed King Otto into Greece. He
was a major. In spite of his advanced age — he was nearly eighty
— he was stil bold and strong, like a young Pomeranian lifegnard.
He was still able to speak with his enemy at the gate. Warmed by
wine, the old soldier spirit rose in him, and he would amuse me
with stories and apecdotes of the famous military occupation of
Greece.

“When our regiment crossed the borders of Corinth,” ran one of
these stories, “we found a deserted country. There were no restag.
ranfs wherein to refresh our dry gorges. Up to our knees in mud
we marched through the dirty marshes. Our military ardour was at
a low ebb; our tempers were lost; when. Yol one of the men started
from the line and cried ‘Hali I’ We halted, and he addressed us as
follows: ‘Brethren in Mars! do you know why St. Panl wrote his
Epistle to the Corinthians? No, we answered, “Well, said be, ‘I
will explain. He wrore it becanse Corints was too beastly a place
to come to in person’, Grim laughter broke out on all sides; and
we marched on with lighter spirits.”

XXVUL. — THE VOYAGE TO PALESTINE. — Continued.
At Smymna I landed and went for a little walk with Mrs. Cuthbert
along the shore. While she busied herself in sketching the face of
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of woman as in every other sphere of practical life.”

XXVIII. THE VOYAGE TO PALESTINE

“Von zwei Jungfrauen nehme ich Abschied, von Eurcpa und ven Dir.”

“] take my leave of two young ladies—FEurope and thee.” In these
words of the great Heinrich Heine I wrote to my dear friend Hessa
Auerbach the news of my intended departure from Europe. I was
in a state of great excitement when I wrote thus, for was I not setting
sail the next day for the “land flowing with milk and honey 7” Never
shall 1 forget the night on which our departure was resolved upon.
It was a calm, peaceful night in September. Mr. Oliphant sent for
me to his room. I found him looking very happy but somewhat
flushed and with the look of a visiomary im his eyes. For twenty
minates I sat in silence between husband and wife. Mr, Oliphant
closed his eyes, as if looking into the invisible world of spirits, At
last he addressed me: “Herzel” said he, “I am inspired by God
and commanded to leave this place and to go to Palestine to live
there. ¥ have seen your good angel, and he is delighted that you
have at last made room in your body for him to dwell after his long
homeless wanderings. T have been afso inspired to go to Haifa. There
is a German colony there, and you will be able to speak your mother
tongue.” Here Mr. Oliphant paused and left his wife to take up the
tale. “We are thinking of taking lodgings,” said she, “in the house
of a native, an Arab. I foresee that one day we shall be reduced to
poveriy, and then we shall fare on potatoes, like the Irish peasasts.”
“What matter 2 T interrupted, “so long as we see at out table people
of vatrious nations and races, all met in amity and love. Tt will be
Paradise Regained.” “I am sure, Herzel,” she said, “you will be
strong enough to underge this trial of purification. You will suffer
as much as we suffered under the discipline of Prophet Harris. 1
have, perbaps, smoothed the way a litle for you: do you now smooth
it for others, so that men shall be able to enter Paradise while alive.”
“Amen,” T responded, fervently. '

After being supplied with money and imstructions, I went to bed.
The next morning, after a ride on horseback to all my favourite
haunts on the lovely Isle of Chios, T went to Constantinople, and
after making the necessary preparations, joined the Oliphant family
again, and embarked with them in a large Austrian steamer. It was
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XXVIL — “LILITH” OLIPHANT. — Continued.

“This story not only shows that Jews have not been alone in ref-
using wornan’s evidence, but suggests that as the early Christians were
all Jews, Jews could not have been so contemptuons towards such
evidence,

“Remember, t00. dear mother, that in the Middle Ages a Papal
Counci! dealt with the question, whether Woman ought to be clas-
sified as animal or as human!

“According to the Talmud, then,” T continued, in pursnance of
my explanation to Mrs. Oliphant of the attitude of that work on the
Woman Question, “woman is considered as belonging to another
and a higher sphere. What can those who deny this make of our
‘great Raba’s sermon delivered to the congregation in Mechusa* (Ba-
bylonia}, which had for text, “Honour your wives and you will become
rick” ? “The wisdom of woman is to spin,” says the Talmud. Is
this a depreciatory remark ? Is it not, on the contrary, akin to your
own opinion that God i more pleased with useful labour than with
all the hymns of all the priests ? All these regulations were intended
to keep the Jewish woman pure and chaste; to preserve the spring
of natural feeling undefiled, and not choked up by learning, even
though it should be of the laws. King Solomon had experience of a
thousand wives, yet it was only one — the industrious woman -
that inspired him to that noble outbarst of immoital poetry, the
glotious description of the “virtuous woman.” In what literature does
there exist any finer picture of an ideal woman that that which was
given the world by the race alleged to despise woman? And this
song has not been left alone in the cold glory of the written page;
it has been taken up into the heasts of the Jewish race: it has been
incorporated into the liturgy, When on Friday night the housewife
has cleaned the house, and dressed the table, and lighted the sacred
lamps, and clothed herself and her children in their best in honour
of Princess Sabbath, and the husband comes home and looks upon
the sweet and solemn scene; he falls to reciting the wonderful des-
cription of a true woman, penned by the royal poet so many centu-
ries ago.”

“Enough, you have convinced me,” said Mrs. Oliphant, with her
sweet, sympathetic smile. “Judaism is as wonderful in its treatment

L00M jnn ¢
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assemble in three groups in the gardens of Schila or “Ein Gedi”
and go through of fresco dances, while the young men stood gazing
at the dazeling living kaleidoscope. While the Jewish maidens were
dancing the mational circle-dance, the aristocratic girls sang 2 na-
tional song of which only the refrain remains to us.

“Q youths, cast your ¢yes upon us.
Maidens of noble lineage.
“0 youths, cast your eyes upon us,

While the lowly-descended sang—

4“0y false is grace, vain is beauly.
A wife who fears God — she alone is to be praised.”

“Jt was to keep woman a sacred ideal, a pure soul untarnished by
the petty degradations of life, that she was not allowed to give evi-
dence nor to be brought into contact with the sordid realities of theft
and murder. Her sphere was higher and apart. So, oo, she was
debarred from sharing the religious life of man, that she might be
spared the contact with men whose religion is too often a cloak for
all that is carnal. But that her value as a gnide and an impulse was
not therefore denied is plain from the fact that in her hand the
Talmud placed the education of her children, Here she deals only
with the pure and the guileless.

“In an old book I once read that at the time when Byzantium
was beleaguered by the Turks a famine arose in the metropolis. A
prior from one of the monasteries went to a Greek, a co-religionist,
and asked him for a loar of 5,000 drachma. The merchant consented
and the prior gave him a bill payable in two months. When, at the
expiration of this period, the merchant, fearing no guile, presented
his Bill to the monk, the Iatter took it, tore it up, and then showed
him the doer. Only an old woman, the prior’s servant, witnessed the
affair. Deeply moved, the merchant summoned the prior before the
Holy Synod. When he was asked if he had any witnesses he replied
that an old woman was present. Thereupon he was told that a woman’s
evidence could not be taken and the case must be dismissed. ‘So¥
thundered the merchant, then if a woman cannot give evidence how
can you believe in Christianity ? For who witnessed the Resurrec-
tion ? Was it not Mary Magdalen ? T lose 5,000 drachma by this but
you will lose 5,000 believers.’
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to be taught the wisdom of the Law. How this doctrine is in op-
position to the Bible! Deborah, Hulda and Miriam had the highest
of all gifts and the spirit of the Lord rested upon them. I have
asked many rabbis well-versed in the Talmud to explain this contra-
diction, but no one has been able to.” After a few moments of
reflection, T answered, “Dear mother,* if we carefully consider the
state and position of the weaker sex according to the Mosaic and
sabbinical law, we must come to the conclusion that Moses and the
Talmud thought more highly of woman than our modern women-
knights, the defenders of women’s rights. So far from the woman
being degraded in the Jewish world, she played a higher part than
the man, as § shall try to prove to you. She is not the Zuleikha
condemned fo the glorified swaddling-clothes of the harem, but the
Snlamite walking, a sacred priest, in the temple of freedom. Remem-
ber, my dear mother, that at the time of Moses (and even now}
the Orientals regarded marriage as a business transaction.

XXVI — “LILITH” OLIPHANT. — Continued.

“Remember, my dear mother, that at the time of Moses {(and even
now) the Orientals regarded marriage as a business transaction, The
man who wished to get married went to the father of his selected
bride and bought her, as he bought an ox or a horse. The value
even varied with the quantity. A fat bride feiched more than a lean
one. But Moses gave the woman equal rights with the man. He
set his face against matrimonial finance. A wife was to be won by
love, mot by money. The 30 shekels paid by the bridegroom was
not the price of the bride, but only a sum to defray the expenses
of her removel to her new home. The word W, or vulgarly, 17,
means travelling or moving expenses, and this tax was fixed for
rich and poor alike to teach that a wife was not to be bought like
a domestic animal. Therefore it was that according to the law a
daughter conld not inherit the property of her father. Woman's
wealth was to be her Purity, and that gone, she was poor indeed.”

“The famous “Bride S$how” among the Jews in the days of the
Temple, which tock place twice a year, in Ab and Tishre, proves
that women were regarded as to be won by love, not bought for
money. As the Talmud. tells us, the daughters of Israel used to

* A mode of address which I adopted at her express wish.



"R PFIN nE 418

than with all the lymaos of mortal lips. (This is a vagiation of Tsrael
Baal Shem’s sentiment anenmt smoking his pipe, and one of higher
cthical quality than the original). Her goodness is indescribable. She
was pure and passionless as an angel. Nor were her intellectual gifts
below her moral endowments. Much of “Sympneumata” - the
mystic book in which I was also to some extent a co-worker —
was due to her. There the depth of her thoughts and ber fondness
for metaphysical speculation are abundantly evidenced. And to crown
all, she had an undefinable spiritual sweetness which magnetised
every man that came within the circle of her spell. Even the great
misogynist, General Gordon, fell under her gentle sway and felt
for her a kindly admiration. Of my own feeling for her I cannot
trust myself to speak. Everything evil or unclean in me withered
away before the clear fire of her glance. Of the many pleasant and
unforgettable hours T passed with her T will only record one or two.
One day Mr. Oliphant had gone to Constamntinople to fetch a lady
— Mrs. Cuthbert, an old friend of the Oliphant family and a mem-
ber of the brotherhood, who had worked with them under the
command of the Seer during the period of purification. She had
now left America and was coming to live with us.

Mrs. Oliphant cafled me to her side. She did not feel well and
wished to talk. It was the first time we had spoken at lemgth and
freely to one another. “Herzel,” she said, “I know how great your
love is for me. I will not enguire what ‘love’ is. We can no more
define it than we can electricity. Tt is a celestial spark resulting
from the contact of opposite natures ~— positive and negative. But
what 1 marvel at is that you, a Jew, who have been brought up in
the narrowness of a fanatical creed, and taught to consider woman
2 lower creature, should yet have felt affection for me who am not
even one of the chosen pecple and before you knew anything of
my character. Though I love and admire your religiom and your
race, stifl from the standpeint of my womanhood I feel grieved
when I think of how Moses and the Talmudists have degraded my
sex. According to Moses the value of a woman is only 30 shekels.
According to the Talmind a wormnan is not admissible to give evidence.
That means she is a liar. Yet Eve, amid all her guilt, told the
truth. The Talmud also precludes woman from taking any part in
. religious matters. The duties which are enjoined on men are not
for her. They cannot be preachers or ministers nor are they allowed
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renascence of its national life in Palestine. This was why 1 went 1o
the Sultan to plead for the Jews. The Sultan received me very kindty,
presenting me with a golden smuff-box, But His Majesty listened
to tale-bearers and slanderers — I do not know whether Jewish ot
Christian, for I never care to make enguiries, (When I was a mem-
ber of Parliament I was a very silent one, for I was too deeply
engaged in thinking about my own litde ‘me’ to bother about other
people’s affairs). But even the behaviour of the modern Sanballats
inclines me to believe that the Second Restoration of the Jews is
at hand.” The grating of the boat against the beach of another isle
here stopped the fiow of Mr. Oliphant’s confessions. We Tanded
and indulged in coffec and narghiles, and then Mr. Oliphant, in
return, asked me to give him a sketch of my own intellectual history.
After T had briefly described my own emergence from fanaticism
and misogyny fo broad-mindedness and the worship of the “Ewig
Weibliche,” Oliphant exclaimed, “You have been an Altiora Peto.”

During the row homewards Oliphant caught one solitary liftle
fish, which he presented to me. On our return Mrs. Oliphant said:
«“Well, what have you caught ?” “This ! said I, producing the litde
fish. “And you ?” she said. turning to her husband. “Altiora Peto™,
he replied. And from that evening he set to work on his famous
novel.

XXV, — “LILITH” OLIPHANT
My hostess, Mrs. Oliphant, was a highly-educated lady, who cor-
bined the elastic vigour and the polished manners of a French beanty
with the grace and kindness of an English lady. She wrote and
spoke fluently Fnglish, French, German, and Italian. Moreover she
was a good singer and dancer and & splendid pianoforte player. And
as she was a queen in the salon, so also she knew how to reign in
the kitchen. There she was an incarnate cookery-book. True to the
trinity of Harris — to love all, to be happy in all, to work for all
— she devoied the greater part of her time to making others happy.
Once, after a long spell of kitchen work, she went on to repair my
shirts, T told her it would be better for be to rest. “No”, she replied,
with her magic smile, “in working I am resting. Idieness is the only
thing that tires me. My supremest satisfaction and comfori come
from working for others. My Church is my kitchen, to cook a good
dish is my Service. God is more pleased when I repair your shirts
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But no rest could ¥ find till I entered the brotherhood of Prophet
Harris. It was through his eyes that was revealed to me the mystery
of the vmiverse, and that I saw the Iadder up which man must climb
to attain to his former state. Harrig’'s mysticism I afterwards found
to be analogous to that of the Cabbala. But, Herzel, God has sent
you to me to strengthen me in the truth. Here is the wonder—that
you, a Jew, young, and a stranger to the language in which our
prophet (Harris) proclaimed the glory of the Truth, shouyld have
come to the same conclusion as to the mystery of the divine union
as the members of the brotherhood. I believe, therefore, that vou
have been sent to me by the divine will, which has also inspired
your affection for Mrs. Oliphant. Assure me, then, that you will
live according to your docirine, and conquer your passions and
rise from the son of dust to the angel which man has been before the
Fall. Yours is the race which has been chosen as the divine mediun
for influencing the world. I know, Herzl, your opinion about Jesus,
that vou dery that he ever existed, and that to your mind he is
only a Messianic idea made flesh and blood by popular imagination.
But I believe in his personal existence, though I have no belicf in
his divinity. The son of a Jewish father, and himself a Jew, he was
indirectly a teacher to the heathen, a medium for bringing the
pagans a step nearer the truth. To show a man who has been incar-
cerated in darkness for years the full midday sun is to blind him.
Little by little his eyes must grow accustomed to the light. So have
the pagans been brought nearer to the truth of Israel by the medium
of the Christian myth. You cannot expound Spinoza to a child; you
can only tell it the history of Robinson Crusce. So was it the case
with the big babies of heathendom. Gods like JFupiter, Chronos,
Bacchus, or Moloch, who passed their time in eating, drinking, and
killing, gods of whom one killed his children, and another suiffed
in delight the odour arising from roasied human beings sacrificed
on his altar, would, in modern times, be sentenced to execution,
gods or no gods. Now the god who is killed by his children is an
improvemment on the god who kills his children. The worship of
such a god must prepare the minds of the heathen for the true
conception of divinity. Your nation is really the Christ — the per-
secuted one among nations, because # is the apostle which declares
to them the truth. The persecution of your race in Russia by fana-
tical monks who crucified it cannot prevent its resurrection and the
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the doctor orders the room to be kept warm.” Then the rabbi
exclaimed, “Broken be the bones of the man who, though he cannot
get his commands obeyed when alive, yet claims to be greater than
Moses, whose prohibition against fire on the Sabbath is yet held
sacred throughout the world.”

So delighted was Mr. Oliphant with this story that he expressed
his grief at being ignorant of Talmudical literature. Adfter a few
minutes he continued his narrative. “When 1 went to Japan as the
first secretary under Lord Elgin, I made acquaintance with the
religion and customs of the natives. T had previously been a great
admirer of the enlightened Confucius, the founder of moral religion.
On the dreadful night when the matives attacked our camp” (here
he paused to show me a scar in his right hand), *on this evil night
the idea’ came to my mind that even the gréatest moral
teacher cannot embalm his nation without the aroma of the Divine.
Confucius is great, but his people will undergo vast changes through
the influence of modern civilisation. Moses is a divine legislator
and his people will be preserved so long as his Preserver wills. What
I thought that night about Japan has been fulfilled. Japan is a0
longer to-day what it was thirty years ago. The golden age of Japan
is al end; the iron age of cannom and bayonet has come, But the
same Jew that beheld the sun rise on Mount Moriak leoks now,
unchanged, upon the sunset in Palestine.”

XXIV. — A DAY'S FISHING WITH LAURENCE OLIPHANT

“The fall of man,” continued Mr. Oliphant, after a meditative
pause, “which is described in the Scriptures, and which ¥ have found
in the folklare of all mations, even among the Japanese, must have
corresponded to some actual fact. A fall implies reaction. There
must be a rise, and so [ devoted my thoughts to finding a way how
1o emerge from this fallen state. On my return to Europe 1 bathed
in the deep mysteries of the Zend-Avesta. Zoroaster’s teaching as
to the two principles of good and evil seemed to me, on reflection,
to be true. Everything in the universe manifests these opposite gua-
lities. But further reflection caused the two gods (Ormuzd and Abni-
man) to be ridiculous to me; for if the gods could be rivals, per-
petually at odds with each other, in what way would they be supe-
rior to the sons of dust? So I left these two gods to fight it out
between them while T attended to the quarrel of my own two natures.
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tales of the Orient, and acquired thereby a passion for travelling.
At the age of nineteen I made my first journey and published an
account of the same. At that time my father was president of justice
in Ceylon and so I devoted myseif to a political career, in the course
of which 1 was carried from place to place. I became a rolling-stone.
There is hardly a spot on earth which I have not trodden. It was
travelling that brought me in contact with your wonderful race. 1
was in Rome, but I found only ruins of buildings, with no traces
of the mighty Romans. I was in the land of Pharachs, but I found
only dirty mummies, not the clever and industrious pecple of Ra.
But the children of Abraham I found in every part of our continent,
unchanged from what they were two thousand years ago. The secret
of their preservation is a divine one; they have survived by the
blessing of the Lord and according to the promise of the great seer,
Isaiah: ‘I, the Lord God, am not changed, and ve, O children of
Israel, are not ended.”’ I found the divine promise had been fulfilled.
I began to study more carefully the Bible and the history of your
race and came to the conclusion that the Jewish law also is of God.
The Roman law, which is the basis of our modern legal conceptions,
has undergone alterations. Ii camnct be accommodated to all times,
all seasons, all countries. But Jewish law is made for ever and is of
universal applicability because it is divine.”

At this point I ventured to isterrapt him to tell bim a Medra-
shic anecdote. The Emperor Diocletian said to a rabbi, “I am greater
than Moses, for it is written that a living dog is better than a dead
lion.” “Not at all,” said the rabbi. “People do not even keep your
laws while you are alive, while the commands of Moses are kept so
many thousands of years after his death; for instance, the command-
ment of Sabbath keeping” Diocletian replied that he would show
him that his people would obey him, and on a certain day he com-
manded that nobody should light a fire in his house. He took the
rabbi with him into the streets to convince him of the general observ-
ance of this edict. Soon they came to a house where a fire was
burning right merrily. “How js this ?” asked Diocletian. “Have you
not heard the command of Caesar ?” “Yes,” answered the occupant,
“but my wife is unwell, and the physician has ordered her a warm
bath.” The Emperor and the rabbi pursued their journey. Socn they
came to another offending house. On the Emperor putting the same
question, the reply he got was “Yes, but my wife is confined, and
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moved. “I was bom under the planet Mars, and was destined to shed
blood. When I was cighteen years of age 1 killed a man. But even
here ig the secret of my power — born to be a murderer, I broke
through my nature, and prevailed over the evil influence under which
I was born, Therefore am I become a lawgiver” Hearing this, the
Magian knelt down before Moses, crying. “Now art thou more than
man, an angel upon earth. Thou alone art able 1o see into the secrets
of time. But thy wonders and miracles are as naught set against this
main miracle — that thou hast gained the mastery over thyself.”

XX, — A DAY’S FISHING WITH LAURENCE OLIPHANT

Princes® Isle is a beautiful rocky island. Here the great merchants
and financiers have their summer villas, It derives its name from
the fact that it was the place where the Oitoman princes were ba-
nished when palace-revolutions were quelled. Local steamers ply
between the isle and the metropolis, the distance being only thirty
English miles. The home of the Oliphants was on the shore and we
had for neighbour the famous Baker Pasha. Here the course of my
life was as follows. Y arose at six in the morning. After breakfast
T retired to my room to study English. Difficylt as it is to speak
“English as it is spoken” it iz still more difficalt to read correctly
“English as it is written.” ¥ worked at this fearful language tiil noon:
When Mrs. Oliphant was in good health she guided me through the
labyrinth. Before lunching I went into the garden of Baker Pasha
to take a sea bath. After lunch I visited a friend, a German, who
wag at that time a teacher in the house of the Mudir (something
like our Lord Mayor} of Constantinople. This Mudir had once
been Turkish ambassador at the United Siates. Oliphant and he
were friends, and through the iofluence of the former the German
tutor was asked to teach me to ride on horseback. I took lessons
from him three days a week. His talk was always of the glories of
Germany since 1870, thus setting me dreaming on the “national
restoration” of my own people. Some happy afterncons I passed,
playing with the Mudir's children. When the weather was nice, Mr.
and Mrs. Oliphant and I went out for 2 walk. One day Mr. Oliphant
took me with him on a fishing expedition. When we had got a good
way out to sea, he suddenly fell to telling me the history of his life.
“I was born in Scotland.” he said. “From earliest youth ¥ was vividly
mmpressed by the study of the Bible and the reading of the wonder-
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He then goes on to protest against the worship of a Crucified One.
According to him, every moment that we endeavour to subjugate
our desires we are being crucified. His protest begins “Thorn crown
no more.” After this anti-Christian teaching he proclaims the glory
of the Divine Womanhood in the great Unicn. Speaking of this
Ewige Weibliches in nature, he says.—

“Wot in starving Bethlehem,
Not there she appears;

Not dark Jerusalem
MNarrows her years.

Earth is her own to take

Babes in her bosom, to wake
Stilled from their fears.”

¥lis saints are neither Paul nor Peter, but Garibaldi and Kossuth,
the heores of liberty. These he glorifies in his verse. To him every
despot is as Anti-Christ in the Christian scheme. The purification
wrought by manual labour on the scil is the medium by which man
fits himself to receive the bride — the divine womanhood. Curiously
enough, the Talmud {Abot di Nathon) likewise says, “The Holy
one did not let his shechinah dwell with I[srzel till they began to
work.”

Every thinking man must agree with the “Prophet” as to the
necessity of purifying our passions. The “duties of the heart” are
far more difficult than the “duties of the limbs.” To love sll, to
work for all, to be happy in ail — this trinity would make the son
of dust into an angel. The Talmud says: “Who is a hero ? He who
conquereth his passions.” A beastiful Jegend tells how in the land
of the morning lived a great Magian, Kimul, who, by reading the
Iines on a man's hand was able to tell his character, history and
secret thought. The Magian heard of the wonders and miracles
wrought by Moses, and started for the desert to meet the Lawgiver
and investigate the secret of his- power. Arrived in the desert he
went to the tent of Moses, and taking his hand in greeting, seized
the opportunity to read the lines graved therein, A cry of astonish-
ment burst from his lips. Looking straight into the eyes of our divine
legistalor he enquired : “Art thou verily Moses, the worker of mi-
racles? It cannot be that thou are gifted with divine power, for
thou art a murderer.” “Yea, I am a murderer,” Moses replied, un-
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Christian names, he from Laurence to “Woodbine,” she from Alice
to “Lilith,” the legendary concubine of Adam. Mrs, Oliphant was
probably unaware of the bad repute of this lady among child-bearing
Jewesses.

How Mr, Oliphant came under the influence of Harris he once
explained to me as follows: “Alice and I”, he said, “once went to
a meeting to hear Mr. Harris’ preaching. It was a revelation to us.
We at once decided to leave Christianity and become members of his
society ‘The Brotherhood of the New Life” For sevem years we
worked very hard at digging, &c., dining mainly upon milk.and
potatoes. This manual labour was undertaken by the command of
our new spiritual chief and was meant to purify us from earthly
passions.” I think that after the period of purification had expired,
Oliphant founded a society of his own on the same lines at Brook-
ton, his property in America. Probably some little disagreements
between disciple and master hastened this separation, as Oliphant
once said to me “If I have reason to be angry with Mr, Harris on
money questions I still admire and honour him because he is our
prophet.”

Prophet Harris’s doctrines are dark and mystic, though less so to
an adept in Talmud and Cabbala. The prophet, who was an ex-
clergyman in California, has letf several books, all im poetical form,
He thus follows the example of Mohammed, the chapters of whose
Koran are called “Sura,” verse-lines. In regard to God, his teach-
ings resemble those already alluded to. God is dual; in every mam
is a feminine couaterpart, in every woman a masculine counterpart.
The more we purify our hearts from earthly passions, the more we
approach the angels in purity and brightness, There is more than a
touch of Swedenborgianism here. In a poems he writes (I quote from
memory) .—

“Joy of the world begun. I
In ns finds bhirth;

Bhiss of the Two in One,
Sweetness of mirth.

We who were desolate,

Bound by the martyr.gate,

Rise to our bridal state,
O men on earth.”
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bala. The Supreme, who is the essence of ail, contains necessarily all
principles, even as in the man is something of the woman’s pature,
and vice versa.

“How do you know this ?” he asked, with much interest,

“Does not the Bible say that the first man contained the woman ?
The Talmud asserts in several places that Adam was a dual form.
The Tractate Sanhedrin speaks of him as a min, a word signifying
‘pair,’ ” 1 concluded by an appeal to physical facts.

During my explanation Mr. and Mrs. Oliphant exchanged glances
of surprise and pleasure, and when I had done they cried out how
wonderful it was that they should meet me, for they too believed in
this dual nature of God. They said that God must have sent me to
them. They invited me to dinner, and afterwards took my address,
On leaving I kissed my host and hostess in Oriental fashion. Hence-
forwards I was the attached and devoted slave and friend of the
noble-hearted Mrs. Oliphant. ¥ thought of her night and day. It is
now nearly three years since she passed away into the world of
peace, but in my heart she still lives, and still I feel her gentle in-
fluence over my soul

Afters a few days I received a telegram from Mr. Qliphant asking
me to come to him. 1 obeyed. This fime he asked me if I would
live with him. I consented. He then told me he had taken a house
in Prince’s Isle. T returned to Constantinople suppfied by him with
money wherewith to settle my affairs, and in eight days’ time took
up my abode in the house of Mr. Oliphant as a member of the
family.

XXII. -— THE PROPHET HARRIS,

“Wer Calderon wversteht
Der weiss was Hafis gesungen.” — GOETHE

Thus I entered upon my new life in Princes’ Tsle. I was aliotted
a nicely furnished, comfortable room on the ground floor. My new
housemates called me Herzel. Mrs. Oliphant had asked me in her
sweet, womanly way by what name my mother called me? I told
her Herzel, and this she decreed was to be my name. This change
of name was not without significance in their eyes. They thought
changed relations should be emphasized by a change of name. When
they first came under the influence of Mr. Harris they changed their
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XXI — MR. AND MRS, OLIPHANT

My acquaintance with Laufence Oliphant began badly. For T was
at this period such & zealous nationalist that I was angry to hear that
a Christian like Mr. Oliphant was mixing himself up with the Jewish
national movement. What business had a Christian to interfere ? 1
thought; and so I determined to pay the said Christian a visit and
give him a piece of my mind. Accordingly on a nice summer’s morn-
ing T sailed off in a local steamer for Bjuckdery, and on landing made
straight for the house of the offending philanthropist. A servant led
me into a small sitiing-room. As I entered, my eye fell first on Mrs,
Oliphant, and as it did so -l felt myseif thrilled by the same inex-
plicable fascination which her sweetness exercised over everybody
with whom she came in contact. Now I séemed to understand who
was the second-woman of my mystic reverie, seemed to feel that
henceforth her life was to influence my own.

Mrs, Oliphant, who was seated on a sofa, remained silent. It was
her husband who began the conversation,

“What do you want?’ was his natural query.

*Nothing,” I replied, “I only wish to know why you, a Christian,
interfere with the Jewish question ?”

“Are you so fanatical as to object to that ?”

“l am pot in the least fanatical,” I replied; “but I fail to see what
right a man who is not merely & non-Jew, but a Christian, has to
meddie with it.”

For answer, Launrence Oliphant took from a drawer a number
of the Newe Freie Presse and pointed to a cerfain passage. I took the
paper and read a statement from his pen that he and his wife had
definely abandoned Christianity 25 years ago.

“Are you satisfied 7 he said, kindly. Then he went on: “During
my journey through Furope I have come across numbers of your
race, but everyone who called upon me had some selfish object to
gain by his visit — one money, another clothing, a third advice. You
are the first Jew who has come to me for an impersoral reason, Since
you have impressed me, will you allow me to question you about
your beliefs respecting God, man, the world and the meaning of
life 7

“With pleasure,” I replied. “I am a Jew, a follower of the Talmud.
I believe in one God and the divinity of the Shechina, which make
the mystic union spoken of in the Talmud and expounded in the Cab-
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Greeting, dear brethren and sisters.
Hear, O Isrzel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one, and our Land,

Zion, is our one hope.
God be with as! THE PIONEERS OF BILU.

Mot since the long-distant manifesto of the Persian king, Koreth,
has any manifesto so affected our nation as this one. Like a flash of
electricity it went round the Exile, everywhere bringing mew life
and vigour. Branch national societies sprang up in a hundred .towns
and cities. In Russia many universities were emptied of Jewish youth.
Many whom persccution had driven into concealment of their Judaism
were transformed into zealous, nay, fanatical, patriots, ready to shed
their last blood for the nation. Numbers went to Palestine with. the
idea of starting for the desert in Arabia to live a simple life like the
Bedouins, to learn the customs of the natives, as well as to investigate
the condition of the Jews in Chaiber and to get their alliance in the
movement for the restoration to Palestine. Across the Sea of Mar-
mora flowed the stream of hope and enthusiasm, oaly to dash itself
in vain, to dissipate itself against the stony heart of Mr. Hirsch, thesn,
as now, Director of the Agricultural School of the Alliance. This
gentleman, whose merit is that he served in the French army, and
who appears to have no nationsl feeling whatever, put himself so in
opposition to the members of the Bilu that many lost heart and sailed
away to the unpoetic land of Armerica, and the divine spark died
away. I remember especially a siudent of Heidelberg who, walking
with me one day in Jerusalem, asked me “When do you think the
Restoration will take place ?” “God knows,” 1 replied. “Within two
yvears,” he cried enthusiastically. This pafriot is Bow a prosperous
banker in Jaffa. And the Alliance, which, by discouraging the na-
fional movement to Palestine, is largely responsible for the mass of
Russian Jews left stranded in France on the drying-up of the stream
of emigration, -yet fills the newspapers with lamentations as to the
growth of Jewish pauperism. The great misfortune was that when
the.-ambassaders of the Powers sat in council to settle the Semitic
question we had not a Baron Hirsch to represent to them the Jewish
ideal and at the same time the Jewish solution. The hour came but
not the man. For mysel this movement led to one of the most strik-
ing episodes of my life. Through it I became acquainted with the
late Laurence Oliphant.
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behind us is a pillar of cloud, the pillar of oppression, threatening
to destroy us. Sleepest thou, O our nation? What hast thou been
doing up till 18827 Sleeping and dreaming the false dream of Assimi-
lation. Now, thank God, thou art awakened from thy slothful slym.
ber. The hordes of barbarian Cossacks have awakened thee from thy
charmed sleep. Thine eyes are opened to recognise the cloudy struc-
ture of delusive hope. Canst thou listen silently to the flaunts and
the mockery of thine enemies? Wilt thou yield before the might of
rude barbarians ? Where is thine ancient pride, thine olden spirit?
Remember that thou wast a nation possessing a wise religion, a law,
a constitution, a celestial Temple, whose wall is still a silent witness
to the glories of the Past, that thy sons dwelt in palaces and towers,
and thy cities flourished in the splendour of civilisation, while these
barbarian enemies of thine dwelt like beasts in muddy marshes in
the shadow of thy dark woods. While thy children were clad in pur-
ple and fine linen they wore the rough skins of the wolf and the
bear. Art thou not, then, ashamed to submit to them ?

Hopeless is your state in the West; the star of your future is gieam-
ing in the Bast, Deeply conscicus of all this, and inspired by the true
teaching of our preat master Hillel: “If I help not myself, who will
help me 7 we propose to build the following society for mational
ends :—

1. The Society will be named Bilu, according to the motto : “House
of Judah, come, let us go?™ E will be divided into local branches
according to the number of members.

2. The seat of the committee shall be Jerusalem,

3. Donations and contributions shall be unfixed and unlmnted

What we want :

I. Our country to belong to us again. It was given to us by the
mercy of God; it is ours as registered in the archives of history.

II. To beg it of the Sultan himself, and if it be impossible to obtain
this, to beg that at least we may be allowed to possess. it as a state
within a larger state: the internal administration to be ours, to have
our civil and political rights, and to act with the Turkish- Empire
only in foreign affairs, so as to help our brother Ishmael in his time
of need.

We. hope that the interests of our glorious pation will rouse the
-national spirit in rich and powerful men, and that everyone, rich or
poor, will give his best labours to the holy cause.
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XX, -— THE JEWISH NATIONAL MANIFESTO
“Volksstimme ist Gottesstimme.” — (Old Proverb).

On the beautiful shore of the Bosphorus, in Bjuckdery, in a stately
council-chamber, around the green table, sat the high assembly of
the ambassadors of the Powers to decide upon the fate of the country
of the Nile. At the polden gate of Dolma Bachche a Christian phi-
lanthropist, Laurence Oliphant, stood waiting for an audience to
entreat the Sultan to give to the Jewish emigrants a refuge in the
Holy Land which was once their own. And in this same year, 1882,
in a Htile lodging-house in (alata, a meeting of Young Israclites was
held. Most of those present were students, artisans, or scholars, Over
a score of Jewish patriots attended this secret meeting. Never have
I heard such fiery words, never have ] witnessed such manifest ins-
piration in eye and tongue and bearing as that wherewith were moved
the speakers in that dingy room. The assembly resulted in the for-
mation of a Jewish National Society called “Bila”, from the initials
of the words Beth Yakob lechu venelcha, “House of Jacob, come,
let us go !” The society had many branches, each bearing some name
well -known to Jewish history, as Kretitt Upleti, There was an artisang’
branch called Hecharosch Vehamasger (carpenters and locksmiths).
Later on at Cattowitz in Prussia a branch was formed called “The
Lovers of Zion”, which is still flourishing, From headquarters was
issued the following soul-inspiring Hebrew

MANIFESTO !

Teo owr Brethren and Sisters in the Exile, Peace be with you.

“If 1 do not help myself, who will help me ?” {IHillel).

Nearly 2,000 vears have clapsed since, in an evil hour, after a
heroic struggle, the glory of our Temple vanished in fire and our
kings and chieftains changed their crowns and diadems for the chains
of exile. We lost our country, where dwelt our beloved sires. Imto
the Exile we took with us, of all our glories, only a spark of the
fire by which our Temple, the abode of our Great One, was engirdled,
and this little spark kept us alive while the towers of our enemies
crumbled to dust, and this spark leapt into celestial flame and shed
Iight upon the faces of the heroes of our race and imspired them to
endure the horrors of the Dance of Death and the tortures of the
anto da fé. And this spark is now again kindling and will shine for
us, a true pillar of fire, going before us on the road fo Zion, while
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and when he took the money, and said that he thanked me for it,
I perceived that he loved money, and that he was to be caught chiefly
by that means, and I said to him, ‘H thou wilt but drink with us,
thou shalt have a drachma for every glass thou drinkest,” So he gladly
embraced this proposal, and drank a great deal of wine, in order to
get the more money, and was so drunk that at last he could not keep
the secrets he was intrusted with, but discovered them without my
putting questions to him, — viz., That a treacherous design was con-
trived against e, and that I was doomed to die by those that seat
him. When I heard this I wrote back this answer : -~ ‘Josephus to
Jonathan, and theose that are with him, sendeth greeting. Upon the
information that you are come in health into Galilee, I rejoice, and
this especiaflly because 1 can now resign the care of public affairs
here into your hands, and return into my native country, — which
is what I have desired to do a great while; and I confess I ought not
only to come to you as far as Xaloth, but further, and this without
your commands : buf I desire you {o excuse me, because I cannot
do it now, since I waich the motions of Placidus, whe hath a mind
to go up into Galilee; and this T do here at Chabolo. Do you, there-
fore, on the receipt of this epistle, come hither to me, Fare yon well.”

Thus did Josephus retain the leadership, and with it the power,
which he was not slow to use, of betraying his country, and thus in
a cup of Chios wine were drowned all the glories of Jerusalem, I have
myself felt the inspiration of Chios wine. As I drank, the shadow of
my old mysticism seemed to fall over me; in a sort of strange reverie
my thoughis seemed drawn towards two women., One I knew — it
was Hessa Auerbach. The other, who was she?

From such dreams I was aroused by the storm of Russian perse-
cution that broke out against my unhappy race. Walking one day on
the strand, I lifted my eyes and saw two ships crossing each other on
the sparkling ocean. One was thronged with the poor Jewish victims
driven from Russia by the fanaticism of the Greek Church; the other
bore the poor Greek victims driven from Egypt by the fanaticism
of Arabi Pasha. Rarely have I seen a more suggestive sight — a more
tangible illustration of the irony of history — Semite victimised by
Greek, Greek victimsed by Semite; the persecution of the West ans-
wering the persecution of the East. Was there no Hand moving the
puppets 7
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of “how great events from little causes spring” I would add that the
loss of our country and our two thousand years of exile have come
about all through a cup of (probably}) Chios wine, When the war
broke out between the Jews and the masters of the world, the Ro-
mans, and Vespasian was on his way to land in Ako with 40,000
soldiers, the High Court in Jerusalem, the Sanhedrin, which had
charge of the national defences, appointed Josephus to be commander
in Galilee,

Now Josephus, whatever his literary abilities, was undoubtedly
of poor moral principles, and destitute of national fecling, as was
proved by his getting married in the Roman Camp while famine and
pestilence were raging. Too late the court discovered the error of
appointing such a man, and decreed to replace him by another. They
therefore wrote to him a diplomatic letter, asking him to come to
Jerusalem and consult with them. The rest shall be iold in Josephus's
own words, and although he does not specify the kind of wine, there
can be little doubt, judging from his frequent reference to his par-
tiality for Chios wine, that this was the vintage used on this occa-
sion:—

“Now it was a horseman who brought the letter, a man at other
times bold, and one that had served in the army under the king, It
was the second hour of the night that he came, when 1 was feasting
with my friends and the principal of the Galileans. This man, upon
my servant’s tefling me that a certain horseman of the Jewish nation
was come, was called in at my command, but did not so much as
salute me at all, but held out a letter, and said, ‘This letter is sent
thee by those that are come from Jerusalem; do thou write an ans-
wer to it quickly, for I am obliged to return to them very soon.
Now my guests could not but wonder at the boldness of the soldier;
but I desired him to sit down and sup with us; but when he refused
s¢ to do 1 held the letier in my hands as T received it, and fell a-
talking with my guests about other miatters; but a few hours after-
wards, 1 got up, and when I had dismissed the rest to go to their
beds, I bid only four of my intimate friends to stay; and ordered my
servant to get some wine ready. I also opened the letter so that
nobody could perceive it, and understanding thereby presently the
purport of the writing, I sealed it up again, and appeared as if I had
not yet read it, but only held in my bhands. I ordered twenty drach-
mae should be given to the soldier for the charges of his journey;



433 SHRUETRT IOV DD

Capdun Pasha the population has declined to 100,000. The capital,
Chios or Sakis, is on the coast.

The great bulk of the inhabitants are Greeks. Formerly a large
Jewish community eXisted there—in silent witness thereof z cypress
tree spreads its branches over the grave of the great rabbi and geo-
metrician, Rabbi Jacob, popularly known under the name of Bal
Haturim. The frequent earthquakes had doubtless gradually emptied
it of Jews, till when I arrived there was only a Haham left with no
congregation.

Chios is very mountainous, and its mountains are volcanic. 1 believe
their mineral wealth is great, though it is left severely alone, The
woods are rich in trees—olive-trees and mastic-producing trees. This
sap, mastic, is one of the chief exports. T think this is the Hebrew
incense “serof” which is spoken of in the Mishna as running from the
tree “ketof” and being used in the Temple. Perhaps “ketof? is a He-
brew cortuption of Chios. The natives distil brandy with this sap and
produce a pew kind of spirit, known in all Oriental public-houses
uader the name of mastic.

XIX. — A CUP OF CHIOS WINE

“Kein tropfen geht verloren.
Von dem, was Weise ttinker” — MIRZA SCHAFFY.

Chios is one of the birthplaces claimed for Homer. To my mind
it is the very place to inspire a great poet. Nature, Woman and Wine
— these three great incentives of song -— are all attractively repre-
sented at this happy isle.

To take the Wine. This medium of inspiration is as full of fire
as the volcanic soil on which the grapes grow. Naturally its fame
has always been great. When Cambyses sat in council among his
satraps, planning a new war expedition, this was the liquid with which
he roused his martial spirit. It was in a cup of Chios wine that Cleo-
patra dissolved the pear]l which the magi recommended her to drink.
In the Jewish war against the Romans Josephus Flavius, the com.
mander-in-chief for national defence in Galilee, and his officers passed
their nights in copious libations of this same wine. The Talmud tells
us that through a hen and chicken the Palestine town Tur Malka
(King's Mount) was destroyed; and that Bar Cochba’s last fortress
fell through the breaking of an axle. To these instructive examples
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Psalmist's picture: “By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept
when we remembered thee, O Zion. On the willows we hung our
harps.” Musing sadly, T wended my way to the Jewish quarter, the
Mahalj by name. No traces were left to mark that here a Jewish
settiement had been. The 25 families who constituted it had fled to
our charitable brethren at Smyrna. At last in a small cabin I found
an ofd Haham with his wife and children. After we had exchanged
the national greeting “Salem Aleikwm,” he related to me in mournful
tones his experiences of the earthquake. I told him that it would be
best for the Jews to leave a place so honeycombed by volcanoes, He
replied piously, “Not so. It is not an underground fire that has brought
this misfortune upon us, but the Leviathan. It is the moving of his
tail has wrought this havoc. It is Leviathan, the great fish upon which
the world rests. You know that our earthly planet is surrounded by
water and the Leviathan lies across it, sleeping. When from time to
time he moves in his dreams, the world shakes” I explained to him
the reason adduced by geologists, but he was incredulous, It was only
when I pointed out that the Psalmist's language was decidedly against
his theory (“He looketh upon the earth and it trembles; He toucheth
the hills and they smoke™) that he seemed at all ready to abandon it.
But T believe he was more shaken by the new light than by the earth-
quake.

Another native, a son of ancient Hellas, explained to me the cause
of the earthquake as follows: — “Qur olden gods, lucky Jove and
bold Mars and Bacchus the beautiful, and all the bright daughters
of Olympos, driven off the earth by the new God with his Apostles,
have taken up their abode in a celestial subterrznean prison beneath
our beloved isle. But from time {o time, impelled by love for our
race, which is descended from them, they endeavour to force their
way again into the upper air to bring to the children of dust the
smiling joy of the good old times, But the hour is not ripe. Their
efforts are opposed by the spirits of evil, and in the struggle the isle
is shaken to its foundations.” On my eaquiring how, as a Christian,
he could believe anything of the sort, he answered, “Have our Aris-
totle and Socrates not worshipped the gods, and have not Christians
worshipped our Aristotle and Socrates ? Sut’ely there must be some
truth in the belief in the ancient gods.”

Chios is a Greek isle in the Aegean Sea. It was once thickly po-
palated, but since the Revolution of 1822 and the massacre under
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them to their grave. In the Asiatic half of Constantinople is the great
cemetery Beth-Elmin (House of Etérnity, as it was likewise called by
the old Egyptians). The Turks, by the way, also like to make their
celestial journey via Asia. Their reason is to be sought in the national
folk-lore. The Turks believe that a time will come when their race
will leave Europe and return to Asia, their native cradle. The Spanish
Jew's love for burial in Asia is attributed by some to a similar feel-
ing. To my mind, however, it springs from a popular belief that on
the Day of Judgment all bodies will roll till they reach the Mount
of Olives before they can obtain their souls, and therefore the nearer
they are the more convenient. They dread the thought of rolling under
the stormy sea.

XVl - CHIOS

“Und die Scnne Homerus sie lichelt mir auch” {Schiller).

In such a big city as Byzantium is, in such a network of hilly, ir-
regular streets, the life of a private teacher is not an enviable one.
Besides I was at this period in a state of mental unrest, and unwell
in body too. I pined for the absent sympathy and influence of my
friend and protectress Hessa Auerbach, and was altogether in a limp
condition. So by the advice of my friends I took a six months’ holi-
day in Chios. A few months earlier the earthquake of 1881 had
passed over the spot, destroying nearly all the houses of the isle and
throwing the castle to the ground. The number of killed and injured
amounted fo 40,000; only a few of the coffee-houses along the shore
were left standing. Landing at night, I took up my guarters in one
of these coffee-houses and waited for the sunrise. My patience was
at last rewarded by a glorious flood of purple light in the East, and
now 1 could say with Schiller “The sun of Homer has smiled upon
me also”

But the light revealed to me also the devastation wrought by the
subterranean elements — no houses, no palaces, only piles of stones.
Curiously enough, the trees still retained firm root in the earth. Under
the shade of these trees ol fresco coffee establishments had been
establiched. The guests sat around sipping the fragrant beverage
in silence. Upon the branches of the roof were hung the earthly pos-
sessions of the proprietors. On one branch I saw a harp, the cold
morning wind playing amid its strings. How vividly it recalled the
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man is founded on a Talmudical legend, which says:
Who is afraid of Evil Eyes
Should place his fingers to his nose,
The while “Of Joseph's tribs,™ he cries,
“Am I; vour power harmless grows.”

According to Cabbalistical symbolisms, the door represents the
nose of man as being the most advanced portion of the corporeal
house. The special colour of the tribe of Joseph was blue. The com-
bination of these two ideas yielded the grotesque artistic result visible
throughout the houses of the Spariolen.

The Poles, like all Semites, believe also in the Evil Eye. When a
child falls il certain wise old women are called in, who are named
« 4 bsprechen”, or exorcisers. The method of exorcism consists in the
old lady bending over the child, then spitting three times round the
corner and intoning a charm, beginning as follows :—

Three women stand on one rock.
The first says “I'm k™

The second says “I'm not ilL”
The third says “I am ill”

I cannot remember the passage which constitutes the middle, but
it ends something as follows: “Where are you going? Go to the
desert. As you cannot drink the water of the sea, so you shall not
drink the blood of this child” There is evidently a vampire-myth
mixed up with the conception.

The belief in the Evil Eye is as old as any religion. God frequently
says, in the metaphorical language of the Bible, “1 will wrn My eye
upon you for good or for evil” '

And now I must confess I have always had a sneaking sympathy
with the beliefs in the influence of good and evil eyes. Why not?
When the charm of a2 woman’s eye has Jed men to sacrifice happiness,
fortune, life, why should not an evil one have a corresponding effect?
The magnetism of the human personality is concentrated in the apple
of the eye, as is evidenced by the extraordinary tales told of the ef-
fect of a steady gaze upon furious amimals. There is no doubt that
the lion-tamer’s power depends largely upon the quality of his glaace.
I do not. however, follow my fellow-believers in putting faith in
the existence of any counteracting talismaa.

The superstition which dogs their footsteps while living follows
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dirty parts of Byzantium, in close proximity to the Turks. Intermar-
riage between the two sections is rare. Quarrels are, however, of daily
occurence, and each has its pet unpleasant epithet to cast at the
other.

The most deep-seated diversities between the iwo sections seem
to me explicable by their historical conditions. While the Spanish
Jew still bears traces of the palling Roman chain of slavery, the Po-
lish-German Jew preserves more of the original Semitic nature be-
cause he emigrated freely after the disastrous battle under Bar Coch-
ba. Perhaps also the latter belongs to the lost ten tribes. In proof of
this conjecture I would cite their different dialects. In some parts they
can only pronounce “shin” “sin”, like the Ephraimites pronouncing the
famous “shibboleth”. Some roll their r's with much gutturalness.
Speaking twelve years ago with Professor Kaufmann at Buda-Pesth,
I found that he agreed with me as to the greater correctness of the
Ashkenazic than the Sephardic pronunciation. The difference of dia-
lects among the Polish-German Jews enables one to recognise the
origin of the various sections; the “Spaniclen” all speak the same
can only pronounce “shin” “sin”, like the Ephraimites pronouncing the
Semitic instinct of commerce, inherited from their sires who dwelt
along the coast; the latter, descended from the infand-dwelling tribes
of Fudah and Benjamin, lack this energetic instinct. Nor hag the
Spanish Jew the national and racial feclings of his German brother,
whose life was a continuous record of persecutions by Crusaders,
judges, and mobs, while his own was passed under the peaceful sha-
dow of the half-moon, and only now and then disturbed by the des-
potic temper of a satrap.

XVII. — THE BLUE HAND AND THE EVIL EYE.

If the Spanish Yew is free from a class of vampires in the shape
of Wonder-Rabbis, he labours under a belief in palmistry. Every
old Turk or old woman who professes to reveal the future by reading
the lines of the hand is listened to with credulous awe. In every house
of the Spanish Jew in the East you can see marked on the doorpost
of every door a blue hand with spreading fingers. One almost thinks
that the houses have been thus distinguished by some band akin to
that of the famous Forty Thieves. The hand is, however, like the
English horseshoe, set up by the inmates themgelves. It is supposed
to be a charm against the Evil Bye. | believe the idea of this talis-
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keepers, bankers, physicians, proprietors of workshops, book-keepers
&c. They possess a mice little synagogue and a school, where Heb-
rew, German, Turlish, and other obligatory subjects are tanght. This
education is much superior to that given in the school of the Alliance
Tsraelite. 1t is supported by the members of the congregation, aided
by a small and tardily given subsidy from the Alliance. The Austrian
congregation is one of which Judaism would be proud in any coun-
try. The other congregation is an extremely mixed ore, comprising
elements from all parts of the Exile. Most of its members are publi-
cans, tailors, shoemakers, lodging-house or restaurant keepers, others
are most conveniently grouped under the “shady lot” already spoken
of. This congregation has no real mnity; there is no independent syna-
gogal structure, though there are various makeshift places of worsthp.
But various little charity organisations flourish for the assistance of
the emigrant and the pauper, The seftlement of the Polish Jews in
Constatinople is very recent, dating only from the time of the Cti-
mean War. In the battles of Balaclava and Sebastopol, the Turkish
Government captured some Russian Jewish soldiers, who were brought
to Constantinople. Here they earnt a living by tailoring, shoemaking,
saved a little money, brought up their children, and thus the little
community began to grow. It is thus a self-made settlement, and is
progressing daily, already possessing a good school and a nice little
place of worship.

The relations between the Sephardic and Ashkenazic sections are
unhappily not as amicable as they should be, and this is largely the
fault of the Chachamim and the Rabbis. Surely, exiled as we are and
environted as we are by hostile anti-Semitic elemenis, we should at
least preserve that stremgth which comes from union. Qur leaders
might find other work to do than that of fighting about sbibboleths.
It is time that Judah should arise and control his guides, so that the
people whose God is One shall likewise be one. Apart from their
self-made differences there are natural differences between the Se-
phardim and the Ashkenazim — differences social and physical, The
former are fonder of solitude, the latter of society. The Poles, who
are indifferent to sanitary considerations in their dwellings, are scru-
pulousty clean in their perscns; the Spamiolen, on the other hand,
whose houses are clean, are extremely careless and slovenly with regard
to their persons. Thisisa paradox which I do not pretend to explain.
The former reside in the Christian European district; the latter in the
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For her buoyant walk has that impalpable magic which Byron sought
to render by this lovely simile.

On Saturdays and holidays the women cover their heads with black
toques, embroidered with gold or silver. The black is a sign of mourn-
ing for the destruction of the Temple, the Chachamim also favouring
this colour. Curiously enough they are fond of wearing what in Eng-
land is called “evening dress’ at all hours, their bodices being cut
extremely low. While the Arian lady likes stylishly-cut dresses the
Semitic lady hankers after rich fabrics and gorgeous jewels. Necklaces
of gold and silver coing are a frequent adornment of the Sephardic
Jewesses. Dainty little shoes are also beloved of them.

Their cookery is, however, hardly as commendable as their persons.
The variety of dishes of the Polish housewives is with them replaced
by a wearisome monotony of oleaginous fare. This oil, oil, oil, every-
where. They scem to live, like sardines, in an environment of oil. The
middle and fower classes eat very little; meat makes its appearance
(of course in oil} only once a week. They live chiefly on fruit and
fish. When the housewife has finished preparing her oily fish-meal
over the movable stove, she joins, or is joined by, a company of gos-
sips, with whom she drinks coffee, smokes her narghile and tefls or
lisiens to the never-cloying thousand-and-one tales of the Orient. At
these domestic gatherings the dainty little shoes are replaced by san-
dals.

Meantime the husband is out at work. At dinner-time be purchases
a modicum of bread and fish in the shops, or of bread and a species
of semi-fluid sweet, and this satisfies his hunger #ill the evening, when
he brings home a piece of liver or milt, which his wife steeps in oil
and cooks for supper. And thus life goes.

And thus, too, beauty goes; the splendour of their womanhood
fades; early marriages, slothful living and poor food coarsen the love-
ly complexion and destroy the lines of grace of the figure. Alas! the
trail of decay is over all that is fair and glorious—

“THE FLOWER THAT BLOOMS TO-DAY TO-MORROW DIES.””
XVI. — OF THE AUSTRIAN AND POLISH JEWS OF
CONSTANTINOPLE
XVI. —Of the Austrian and Polish Jews of Consiantineple.

The Ashkenazic Jewish community of Constantinople consists of
about one thousand souls, They are divided into two congregafions,
the Austrian being the more important. They are merchants, shop-
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harm than good. The teachers are, for the most part, young fellows
educated at Paris, and the ability to speak French is their sole quali-
fication. They bring into the schoolroom the unhealthy atmosphere
of modern Babylon, and that is ail. When the child has finished his
studies he finds his knowledge is useless as a means of eatning a
tiving, for most Orientals are polyglots, and his smattering of French
will not bring him an income. Nor can he be a good Jew, for the
materialistic spirit of the “gay city,” the voluptuous representative
of the philosophy of “Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die,”
poisons the springs of Judaism. The millions of the Alliance would
be far better employed in founding colonies for European Jewish
emigrants, in planting the tree of life, than in planting the iree of such
a knowledge, of which to eat the fruit is to die.

Poor as most of the Spaniolen are, they have the Semitic instinct
of charity The best of their numerous philanthropic associations is
the “Chevrah Kedushah” “Holy Society;” the duty of providing for
the honourable burial of the poor being rigidly invested with special
sanctity. I have said the Semitic instinct of charity, and, indeed, be-
fore the greater part of Europe had been explored by the civilised
dwellers on its southern shore, many of the organisations, popularly
supposed to be of recent and of Christian introduction, already existed
among the Jews in full vigour. Even now, when the Arian races form
settlements the communal life finds its first expression in musical and
gympastic or sporting associations; the Jew marks the new social
union by establishing a “Holy Society.”

Perhaps in the tents of Shem and in the stone palaces of the Arians
we may find an analogy with the softness and the hardness of the
natures of these races. The fair sex of the Spaniolen form a link bet-
ween the beauty of the Turkish women and the grace of the French.
The sweet dark eyes of a Sephardic Jewess of Constantinople have
that magnetic power which the universal fable of antiquity ascribed
to the mysterious hill, the dread of mariners. A lovely light gleams
from them like the dazzle of rich jewels. Raphael or Phidias would
have been delighted to have had one of these Jewesses for a model.
Not only is she more graceful in form than her Turkish rival, but
she is more vigorous and elastic in movement. It was of such as her
that the poet sang— :

© “She walks in beauty like the night
Of cloudfess moon and starry skies”



441 WRIYTPIGT Anth 0BT

caftans, so among these Sephardim it consists in intoning the Psalms
and reading Cabbalistical books. If they do not understand what they
are mumbling, that is a very minor matier. Nevertheless, it is a
delight to visit a Sephardic synagogue, and to hear the whole con-
gregation taking part in the singing of the hymns. Most of their funes
are plaintive “Melodies of the Exile” in the minor key — sweet, sad
songs, which melt the soul with mefancholy rapture. When they rise
to say the silent “Eighteen Blessings,” ,each first turns his face to
wards each of his neighbours, and uplifts his hand with an Oriental
gesture - a form of asking permission and excuse for the impolite
attitade each must necessarily take up towards the other. Greater
propriety, too, reigns in the Sephardic than in the Ashkenazic syna-

gogues.

XV. MORE ABOUT THE SPANIOLEN

Fach congregation of the Spaniolen of Constantinople is under a
Chacham, sometimes under more than one, and these in turn owe
allegiance to the Chacham Bashi, who resides in the Kustenjuck and
who is also the head of afl Jews in the empire of the Crescent. The
Chacham Bashi has great powers delegated him by the Government.
In the ante-room of his house is a prison, guarded by two soldiers,
to which he has the right of condemning Jewish culprits. He is often
called to the Padishah to act in cases involving Jews, of whom he
is the acknowledged representative. So in olden times were the Jews
represented at the courts of the Persian king by “the prince of the
Captivity.” His chief functions, however, are those which spring from
his position as ecclesiastical chief of the community.

The great professors at the great academies of Sura and Pumpa-
ditha delivered sermons to the public but twice a year, the rest of
their time they devoted to education. The decadence of Byzantine
Judaism may be partially traced to the reversal of this method. It is
true that the Sephardic shepherds do more, on the whole, for their
flocks than the English; they do not flit like them from dinner to
dinner and from dance to dance. Still they do not lay that insistence
on Jewish education which their London brethren do. Even when
the Alliance opens schools most of the pious inhabitants withhold
their children from attending. And they are right. For the schools
of the Alliance in the Orient, like the overgrown: structure in Bell
Lane, of which English Judaism is so foolishly proud, do far more
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efflux from their native land, Mesopotamia, near Mount Ararat, the
current setting towards the Turkish capital. This stream of emigra-
tion is accounted for by the intolerable oppressions of their nomadic
neighbours, who are constantly making raids and forays from the
country of the Kurds. In Constantinople they earn a living as porters
or housekeepers. Their habits are peaceful, but their language is
rough and uncouth.

Of strangers, the German and the English are the most prominent.
French commercial influence is dwindling daily; almost all the trade
is in the hands of the Austrians, whose freight steamers have the
confidence of the whole Levant. The Jews are very numerous. There
are over 100,000 of them, Sephardim, Ashkenazim and Karaites. The
Sephardim — or the Spaniclen, as they are here named -— form the
great bulk of the Jewish population, having fled hither at the time
of the expulsion from the Peninsula in 1492. They are mainly settled
in small districts ke Haske Knstenjuck, Their houses are tiny, but
clean:; the floor is carpeted, and the furniture consists of a small sofa,
a few chairs that have the air of being made for children, a looking-
glass, some books, several narghiles, a movable stove and "a Mizrach.
This, like nearly all the Mizrachim of the Continent and the Orient,
has merely a two-lined motto written across it, “Man mourns after
his money, but not after his days; vet his money cannot help him,
nor his days return to him.” It is only the Poles, who, taking the
command not to make any likeness of anything in a less sirict sense,
adorn the Mizrach with the familiar picture of Moses with a halo
round his head and Aaron with his beard descending to his breast.

Thke Spanicler are periers, gondoliers, fruit-sellers, and a large num-
ber are money-changers. At intervals, all along the street between
Galata and Stamboul, you may see them with their little tables, on
which stand glass boxes containg bauknotes, gold, silver and copper.
When I saw them for the first time ¥ understood why money-changers
are called InN%? (table-men) in the Talmud. What the Bourse is to
fa haute finance, that these money-changers are in the daily financial
Iife of an Oriental populace.

The Sephardim are mostly poor and mostly pious. Unfortunately
their piety is rather the result of imitation of what they saw their
parents do than of any genuvine spirit of devotion. They live in the
religion, but the religion does not live in them. As among the most
ignorant of the Poles Judaism consists in wearing long hair and long
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Bat I fail to see how the harem and the Koran can affect the econo-
mical position of the Government. To my mind the only hope for
Turkey Hes in the common people breaking the yoke of fatalism and
forgeiting the word “Kismet”, and in the pashas erasing from their
daily vocabulary the word “Backsheesh.”

XIV. — THE MIXED MULTITUDE OF CONSTANTINOPLE.
After the Turks, the Greeks are the most important element of the
population of Constantinople. They 1eside chiefly in “Galata,” a sub-
urb founded by Greeks from Galata. They are to be met with in
every public-house, in every resort of doubtful morality. They spend
their time and amuse themselves in drinking and gambling, and oc-
casionally murdering one another. Degenerate sons of ancieni Hellas,
with no trace of the artistic temperament or the love of literatnre of
their classic sires, they have only retained the kleptomaniac habit,
which is perhaps a heritage from the Spartan cultivation of that art
of stealing without being found out which was so encouraged by the
legislation of Lycurgus. In short, they are what is emphatically, it
not elegantly, called “a shady lot.” Just as every Greek woman wears
a cross, so every (Greek male wears a knife, and often turks in dark
side-streets to pounce upon the unwary pedestrian, In their drinking-
dens it is not unusyal for a quarrel to end in a stabbing affray.

“When Greek meets Greek, then comes the tug of war,”

as the popular if wrongly-quoted proverb puts it, though in another
sense. When a Greek has committed a murder he carefully cleans
his knife by passing it through his mouth, from a superstitious belief
that the murder will not “out” if he goes through this process. Maiu-
rally many of them are employed in immoral pursuits. In religion
they are as fanatical as they are ignorant. To kill, to sieal, to rob, is
of small colpability weighed against the sin of eating meat on a fast-
day. Their Russian co.religionists and the Jews call them derisively
“the salted,” from their custom of salting the body of the new.born
child. The ancient Hebrews had this same custom, as Fzekiel tells
us. The Greeks of Constantinople have a kindlier feeling towards the
Polish-Fewish inhabitants than towards the Sephardim.

The Armenians, a secondary Semitic tribe, are also largely repre-
sented at the city of Constantine. They are a very stalwart race, and
most of them have very broad shoulders. There is a large annual
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Universal corruption reigns. He is not thrice armed who hath his
quarrel just; legal right and wrong are questions of judicious tipping.
The evil is doubtless not unconnected with their system of official
appointment, the Effendis or aristocrats being the sole class to which
the Governmental pickings are open.

The Turkish soldier is brave and loyal. He never grumbles against
the Government, even when he does not receive his stipend regularly.
He is satisfied with everything and puts up with anything, Turkish
military life differs from that of the rest of Europe. A Prussian or
English officer is not to be met with sitting at the same table with
a common soldier; but in a Turkish coffee-house we can see all ranks
of the military hierarchy sipping coffee together, “Hail, fellow, well
met,” and playing “table.” This camaraderie produces more ready,
because foving, obedience than much of the rigid discipline of Arian
armies.

The material of the Turkish army is thus excellent; unfortunately
the pashas or leaders, as already pointed out, are chosen only for
their aristocratic birth. When the principle of promotion by merit
shall be introduced by the Turkish Government, then will the crescent
moon of the imperial standard shine over the empire with its olden
brilliancy. The battle of Plevna in the last Russia war showed empha-
tically the advantages of having in Osman Pasha a man of the people
for general. The nation is well aware where its weak point lies. Once
walking in a street in Constantinople, I saw a blind singer playing
on a lute and surrounded by the usual crowd. This was his song—

Pashahli,
Yokardie,
Nargelie,

Ishtie,

Moscow traftar
Geldie.

“The pasha om the balcony smokes his narghile. From the South
comes the Russian army.”” But the Plebs does not trouble itself to
end the system. The populace murmurs with its myriad voices “Kis-
met”?, and the pashas respond with their thousand tongues “Back-
sheesh.” An English traveller, returning from a journey in the East,
was asked whether there was any hope of a future for Turkey. He
answered “Yes; if they will open their barems and shut their Korans.”
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tan of their race. Their method of worship is very simple. Like all
Semitic peoples, they are independent of ministers, When the time
of worship arrives, those assembled in the mosque commence the
service without waiting for any minister, and wherever the Moslem
be -— in the bazaar. in the street, or in the bath — he washes his
hands and face several times (like the Chassidim), beginning by laving
the elbow, and kneels down in the direction of Mecca. In their shops
you observe them reading the Koran with a conventional melody and
gesticulation, like their Jewish brethren when reading the Taloud.
The head of their religion is the Schech ul Islam. He is a sort of
minister of public religion, and one of his duties is to make known
the feastdays, because the Turks proclaim the advent of a new moon.
by the testimony of witnesses, like the ancient Jews and the modern
Karaites.

The methods of Turkish Government have often been criticised
in the English press. I propose by a brief sketch to show where the
weaknesses of these methods lie. The system was adopted from the
Arabs, who are indebted for it to our own laws, which in turn derived
it from Jethro, as related in Exodus. The Calipha (now called Sultan,
which is the Hebrew Schultan, ruler) is the head of the believers and
the protector of the faith. His rule is despotic, tempered cnly by the
necessity of an external obedience to the doctrines of his religion.
The word Caliph means ‘the first,” being connected with the Febrew
Aleph (Greek Alpha), which literailly means the wether who leads
the flock. Aleph in Hebrew, by a transference of meaning, likewise
signifies “prince” or “ruler,” and is translated in the English Bible
by “duke.” The minristerial councit is called the Divan, which means
meeting or “collection”; the place of justice is called the “gate,” which
at once reminds of the many Biblical references to the judgments
given at the gates of the cities.

In the civil régime Jethro’s advice has been acted upon in the spirit;
in the miliiary régime it has been fulfilled to the letter. Every ten
soldiers have a superior, every fifty of these officials are under a
higher official, and so on. Unfortunately, however, they have for-
gotten to adopt the one indispensable condition laid down by Jethro
for the due working of this symmetrical system — they have not
taken care that the human elements of it should not be put out of
gear by the clogging action of gold-pieces. “Backsheesh” (Trinkgeld,
Pourboire) is to the Government what “Kismet” is to the Religion.
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how, whereas in the lands where Christians and Mohammedans do
congregate, the worshippers must be summoned by clangorous peal
of bells or noisy human cry, Jews have never felt the need of an out-
ward reminder of the time for secking the face of God.

Another sign of the reverence accorded to Mohammed is the com-
pulsion under which every true Moslem {(“perfect one”, as every na-
tion calls itself) is of making a pilgrimage at least once in his hife-
time t0 his grave. But this journey has probably quite as much the
“Cabbah” for its goal as the tomb of the lawgiver. The “Cabbah”
is a black stone which, according to their traditions, Gabriel brought
down from heaven even before the era of Mohammed. It was held
in such reverence by the Arabs, who already made pilgrimages to it,
that Mohammed, probably finding it impossible to expel the belief
in it, incorporated it into his own doctrines, 1 presume the truth at
the bottom of the tradition is that the “Cabbah” is a meteoric stone
whose fall was witnessed by some superstitious Arabs, They date
their era from the Hegira as the Christians date theirs from the birth
of Jesus. If the Mohammedans believe in cne God as we do, they
also believe in Kismet (fate), which creed is the black spot on their
theology and the secret of their political and social stagnation.

XIII. — KISMET AND BACKSHEESH.

Kismet is identical in meaning with the Hebrew word mazzof (pla-
net), and signifies that the fates of men and kingdoms are already
fixed unchangeably by planetary influence. When the Siarder, or com-
mander-in-chief, loses the battle, he does not care to enquire whether
he was out-manoeuvred or outnumbered; he retires to his tent, lights
his narghile, sips his black coffee, and murmurs, “Ii is Kismet.” 8o
in the practical life of every man he often vields without a struggle.
The Kismet doctrine is a remnant from the pre-Mohammedan times,
when Sabaism or star-worship was prevalent, just as the mistletoe is
still a sacred symbol with various races, who nominally abandoned
the worship of Thor for that of Jesus. Our own illustrious writer, Ibn
Ezra, believes also in this planetary influence, which was indeed a
very widespread mediseval belief, but the Talmud protests most
vigorously against this paralysing doctrine. “Ein mazzol leyisrael”
“No stars rule the destinies of Israel. We are under the control of
the Almighty God, who can change nature according to His will”

The Turks call themselves Osmannaliah, from Osiman, the first sul-
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them to the name of the French of the Orient. They are a handsome
and vigorous race, and their women have been justly sung by a
thousand poets. Their chief beauty is in their charming eyes; indeed
the blue of their eyes is the very blue of the sky, and their magic
glance is charged with a subtle magnetism. Their faces are covered
like those of the Egyptian gods, when they walk in the streets. Ma-
homet knew his people when he drew up his Paradise. In consequence
of the Turks being a Tartar-Mongol race they differ in customs and
occupations from their co-religionists, the Arabs. It is perhaps a result
of the poverty of their profane literature that they are more fanatical
than the latter, whose profane literature is such a magnificent one.
This narrowness of mind comes ont in their treatment of their
wives. No married woman is allowed to go out without a silken mask.
With the Arabs, on the contrary, the weaker sex suffers from no such
restriction. The frequent fack of grace in the movement of Turkish
women is a result of their enforced slothful and indolent lives: the
Arab women, who take part in house and field work like our English
worzen, have a sprightly and active walk. Turks are frequently in the
service of the Government — they are pashas, civic dignitaries, &c.;
but Arabs are not to be met with in these posts, as the Government
does not trust them. Turks who are not officials are mainly shop-
keepers or artisans; they have not the grand commercial instinct of
the Arabs, for that is the mark and the privilege of the Semitic race.
The religion of the Turks is, as everybody knows, the same as that
of the Arabs, Mohammedanism. They believe in one God, whom
they call by one of the hundred proper names given fo Him in the
Koran, Allah, which is obviously related to the Hebrew Elahim.
Koran means “reading,” like one of the Hebrew names for the Scrip-
tures, Mikrah. The main points of agreement and difference between
Judaism and Mohammedanism are too well known for me to dwell
upon them here, but one or two points may be briefly touched upon.
The Mohammedans pay much more external honour to their prophet
than we do to Moses. Though we reverence our great teacher, we,
after all, regard him as God's instrument; nor do we celebrate any
episodes of his life, as the followers of Islam celebrate the Hegira,
or flight of Mohammed from Mecca to Medina. When the ruzen,
summoning the faithful to worship, calls five times a day from the
tower of the mosque, Lei allah allah, ta Mohamed razuliala! “Allah
is our God, and Mchammed is His messenger ! T cannot help noting
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(Spanish and Portuguese Jews} differs from that of their brethren
in Galicia and Russia. This is what we should expect according t©
the tradition that the Jews in Poland came there from Asia across
the Caucasus and the Caspian Sea.

The Ashkenazim (German Jews) have retained the customs and
character of their Semitic ancestors: unlike the Sephardim, who,
subjected to a different environment and banished to Spain, the Si-
beria of ancient Rome, have undergope corresponding changes. To
this history, legend and the record written in stone and metal aiike
testify. The long-continuous local existence of the German Jews is
shown first by the old-new synagogue in Prague, erected in the carly
centaries of Christianity, the oldest Jewish building in the Semitic
gentile world, whose foundation- stones are traditionally claimed to
be taken from ihie stones of the Temple, and by the early Polish
coins with their Hebrew inscription; secondly, by the written history
of Poland, which states that Jong before the Poles became Chiistians
slave-dealing Jews dwelt among them, and that several pious Roman
bishops went to this country to buy off the slaves; thirdly, by the
legend that during the trial of Jesus the high court of Jerusalem, the
Sanhedrin, sent a messenger to the Jewish court of Worms, the oldest
Jewish Buropean colony, asking for advice as to how to deal with
this recalcitrant member of their community, the counsel given being:
“}f his influence is from God, no power of man can stop it; if net,
let him go his own way to destruction” (Give him rope enough and
he will hang himself.)*

XII. — OF TURKS.

Naturally the great bulk of the inhabitants of Constantinople are
Turks. Though a warlike people. these Turks are good-hearted and
their language is so soft and sweet that it is a pleasure to the ear of
the stranger. Their politeness of language and manner, the smartness
of their dress (which, except for the fez and the shape of the upper
portion of the coat, does not differ from that of the loungers in Bond
Street or the Boulevard Italien), their personmal cleanlingss, entitle

* Curiously enmough a similar answer is recorded in the Gospels as
given by Rahbi Gamaliel. The legend concludes by stating that
this counsel reached Jerusalem too late, the journey to Worms and
back taking two years.
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When Christianity progressed, Constantine the Great, who chose
Constantinople for his residence, uplifted the banner of Christianity
{symbolically expressed by Gabriel going down to put a reed in the
sea). The Talmud goes on to give us a hidden sketch of the history
of Constantinople since Constantine.

Xi. — NATIONAL CURSES

As in olden times before the Christian era, Constantinople was the
meeting-place of the barbarism of the Crimea and the fine arts and
the learning of Greece, so in the nineteenth century it is the point
of junction of the civilisation of the West and the fanaticism of the
Orient. The “chimney-pot” hat of the briskly walking European nods
to the red turban of the grave, slow-sauntering Moslem. How many
people there are in Constantinople Allah alone knows. According to
the opinions of some authors (including Baedeker) the resident popu-
lation exceeds a million, but the stream of strangers flowing daily
into the Golden Horn considerably augments the number of those in
the city on any given day. The Constantinoplites are of four species
— Turks, Greeks, Jews, and Armenians. The Turks themselves are
a branch of this Mongol-Tartar race. I am neither a medical man,
" nor an ethnologist, nor a phrenclogist, and I cannot identify a man’s
race by the shape of his skull, Therefore I hit upon the idea of dis-
covering a man’s nationality by the way he curses. By this method
I found out that the Russians, the Hungarians and the Turks belong
te the same race, viz.. the Mongol-Tartar.

One special obscenity which rises to the lips of ail three, even to
the lips of men of good position, shows the deep blood-sympathy of
this trinity of peoples. The German and English have many oaths in
common. The Arabs In Asia and the Polish Jews in Half-Asia (Ga-
licia) and Russia are marked by the same umanimity of imprecation,
for which their common Semitic origin doubtless accounts. The Arab’s
*In ala book™ is identical with the “Ariach in dein Taten arein” of the
Pole. both signifying “May the spirit (of the Evil One) enter into
thy father.” I have also observed that the popular curses of the Arabs
in Africa differ from those of their Asjatic brethren. The diversity
of race thence inferable is corroborated by history, which tells us that
the so-called Arabs and Moors of Africa were living in the Dark
Coatinent before the invasion of Africa by the Asiatic Arabs, One
last remark on this interesting point — the cursing of the Sephaidim
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X. CONSTANTINOPLE

And now behold me at Constantinople, the city of Constantine, or
¥stamboul as it is named by the Turks. When the hordes of the Turks
under Mabommed III. conquered the city, they ran about asking in
their language Istamboul? which means “Where is the city 7" for
Constantinople was divided into many cities, and since then Constan-
tinople has been named Istamboul by the Turks — so 1 have been
told by an old Turk. Like Rome on seven hills, so is enthroned the
city of the Padishah on several hills, surroynding it like golden to-
wers: the glance of their green and the splendour of their innumerable
minarets, which are reflected in the sea, rejoice the eye. On the fron-
tier of two worlds, on the shores of two seas rises the beauty of the
worlds, rears herself as though appointed to reign as queen of all
cities. In the history of our mation the city has a mouwrnful and griev-
ous part. The Talmud tells us that on the nuptial day of King Solo-
mon with the daughter of Pharaoh, King of Egypt, Gabriel the ar-
changel went down and put a reed in the sea, and this was the foun-
dation of the great city in the Roman Empire. The meaning of the
WYY TR TR of this allegory is explained in the history of
Constantine the Great, the first Christian emperor and oppressor of
our nation. The name of Solomon represented in the Talmud the
divine ideas; the daughther of Pharach represented Christianity* (ac.
cording to the Talmud, the founder of Christianity studied in Egypt*.)
The reed, according to the Christian monks, represented Christ him-
self. Now in ancient times the Jews supposed that every nation has
its guardian angel in heaven, and when two nations make war, their
angels also contend in heaven, and whichever angel gained the vic-
tory, his pation prevailed on earth. The four mighty nations in olden
times — the Jews, the Greeks, the Romans, and the Persians — have,
according to tradition, the four archangels for their protecting angels.
The archangel Michael, 9%0%), is the guardian of the Jewish race
{Michael means, who is like our God? because the Jewish race has
the mission to proclaim the divine union of the eternal God); Gabriel
is the protector of the Grecians {Gabriel means fhe power of man-
hood); Raphael, of the Romans (Raphael means giant or mighty);
Uriel, of the Persians (Ur is light, and the Persians were worshippers
of light or fire),

After this explanation we can understand the legend of the Talmud.
* Query. — BEd.
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ground that “on the Sabbath no man shall go out of his house” 1
then proceeded to draw the moral as to the worldliness often lying
beneath the cloak of religion, and denounced the prohibition of wonder
rabbis against studying the Bible as being merely the result of their
fear lest devotees who got to know too much of genuine religion
might find out the humbug of their superstitions substitute. The
result of my persistent pegging away was that many young men who
had received a Chassidical education (?) flocked to me for instruction
in the Torah and modern Hebrew. During this time I was myself
engaged in studying the real Kabbalah, “the book of creation,” 100
e, which, according to legend, is the earliest book of our
glotius literature, being ascribed to none other than the patriarch
Abraham, the father of our etermal race. This little book contains
within the space of a few pages more wisdom and true knowledge
than all the books of all the libraries in the world, the library of the
British Museum included. This book is the real source and fountain
of Kabbalah--not the Zohar, which is a union of exegetical hypo-
theses and mythological mysticism in a2 marriage certainly not made
in heaven. After I had become weary of the rdle of agitator 1 went
off to Brodj to take farewell of my friend Heshi Shor*, the Nestor
of the Galictan Jews and editor of the famous Pioneer, with the idea
of starting for Palestine. At Lemberg I said “good-bye” to my friends
Dr. Loewenstein,** the poet Samueli Sperling, and S. Baber*** (learned
in Mideashim). I was not without money, the emperor having gran-
ted me 50 florins on one occasion and 25 florins on another, and
with these and other sums and the good wishes of my friends I took
train to the capital, Buda Pest. Here, however, I was engaged by the
bankers, Braun and Co., as an agent for Bulgaria and Roumania, For
a whole vear I worked in the Balkan States. During my stay in Rou-
mania - the well-known Di, Schwarzfeld published in his yearbook,
Annuare Pentriu Israelit, my Hebrew prize translation from the Rou-
manian poem “Ginta Latina” (A contribution from Dr. Gaster was,
if T remember aright, a feature of the same number). After losing a
good deal of money, T travelled from Varna to the capital and seat
of the Padishah, Constantinople. :
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“Auystria” (and where the City Council was good enough to grant me
a subsidy), my friends advised me to go to the then Wonder-Rabbi
at Sadagora. When I brought him my book, which, being printed in
poetical form, was quite a novelty to the Rabbi, he was extremely
puzzled by it and spent some time looking at it upside down. Laugh-
ing in my sleeve I exclaimed, “I beg your pardon, Rabbi; it reads
the other way.” And I adjusted the book so that the ox and the
house and the other letters were no longer topsy-turvy. In refurn for
my book the Rabbi gave me a five-rouble note. When I went out [
was followed by a wealthy-locking gentleman, who had the air of a
Russian government contractor, and who asked me to sell him this
five-rouble note for a ten-rouble note. “For”, said he, “this is the first
money P've ever seen the Rabbi give away; you must be, indeed, 2
great man to have the zechivah to get money out of the Rabbi’s own
pocket. Do sell it to me, for it cannot fail to be a very potent talis-
man.” I agreed to the bargain on condition it should be clenched
by 2 glass of tokay (at his expense of course). The exchange having
been effected, I proposed the health of “The Foolish—by whom alone
we can make a living”

1X.

The method of my agitation against the wonder-rabbis was extre-
mely simple, but none the less effective. As an explainer of the Hag-
gadical portions of the Talmud to the congregation of Zloczow I
seized every occasion of leading up, sometimes by the most round-
about routes, to inveigh against them. For instance, lhe passage where
King Solomon orders his people to make j13™¥. (Sabbath bounda-
ries, beyond which nothing could be carried without violating the
day of rest), and the voice of the "pna (Bathkol) was heard ex-
claiming, “Be wise, my son, and my heart will rejoice,” I explained
as follows: We know that King Solomon in his old age became an
oppressor, and, as we are told In Scripture, many plots were formed
against him. But Solomon knew his people. He knew that in the week
days everyone was busy at work and took no care about him, but
that on the Sabbath day, when they came together in the Temple
and had time and opportunity for noting how they were governed,
there was a danger of popular outbreaks. Therefore he commanded
the streets to be marked with boundaries, beyond which arms could
not be borpe. This politic measure he founded on the religious
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cius is better than the high and transcendental religion under which
such things can flourish.”

I have just been to take the last look at my dear friend and bene-
facter. He lies, as peacefully asleep, in his bed in the house of Sir
Mountstuart Grant Duff, at Twickenham, in a bright and lofty room.
As I gazed, in deep emotion, upon his noble features, there flitted
through my mind all that he had been, and all that he had done for
me; and I murmured the high Hebrew saying: “The pious of all
nations have a share in the world to come” Near his bed Lie his
books and manuscripts. He must have been working up to the last
moment. His funeral (which Mrs. Oliphant has kindly invited me to
attend, and which will be strictly private) will take place at Twicken-
bam Cemetery at mid-day on Thursday, the 27th inst. Peace fo his
ashes !

VIIL

The élite of the Galician Wonder-Rabbis are the three brothers in
Tzortkow, Husatyn, and Sadagora. They are immensely rich, being
proprietors of whole villages. They need not lead the wandering life
of their colleagnes. Their coats are cut in modern fashion. They
dwell in palaces like princes. Their singing and dancing does not
reach so high a devotional frenzy as that of their humbler colleagues.
The presents made to them, however, vary in inverse manner, their
lowest fee (I beg pardon, present) being higher than the highest of
those of the common Wonder-Rabbis. 25 roubles is the least one
could offer them. As might be expected from the foregoing, they are
even more ignorant than the resi of their profession. The circum-
stances of their education and early development sufficiently account
for their lack of kmowledge. Looked upon as prodigies from their
birth, visited in infancy by hosts of devotees, by whom each smile,
each baby-word is invested with oracular meaning, what time or in-
clination can these petted phenomenons have for the sober studies
of ordinary childhood ? Married, 0o, at the age of 13, and thus
burdened with a weight beyond their years, they cannot be expected
to shun the pleasures of society, gossip, and adulation,

“To scorn delight and Jive laborious days,”

Sadagora is the Mecca of the Chassidim. On my visit to Tzerno-
witz, the capital of Bukowina, where I went to self my pamphlet
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tical doctrines of the pnewma. After the death of his first wife he
began to write under, as he alleged, her spiritual dedication his recent-
Iy-published mystical masterpiece. 1 parted company with him when
he was half-way through this book, but of all this more in my “Lea-
vés.”

His admiration for the Jewish religion, and his love for the Jewish
nation were very intense. His journey to Palestine was only undee-
taken in conmection with the colonising movement in the Holy Land.
He believed that peace could not come into the world till the words
of the Jewish prophets had been fulfilied, and the children of Tsrael
should be restored to their own land. Before the eighty families in
Haifa came under the protection of Baron Edmond de Rothschild
they were nearly starving, and Mr. Oliphant helped them lavishly
with money and clothes for some months, and his house was thrown
open to the bungry and the thirsty. Once in the middle of night 2
German brought nearly a score of Jewish colonists, men, women and
children, famished, parched, wet and weary from their journey, and
Mr. and Mrs. Oliphant and myself got up, prepared coffee and warm
dry clothes for them. “Herze},” Mrs. Oliphant said to me, “You are
a noble Samaritan; run to the Hotel Carmel, and carry off all the
bread they have, for your brethren are starving” She herself waited
upon them, handing round the coffee and the food to these poor sufs
ferers.

Some of the Jews, perhaps naturally on account of his active cha-
rity, thought Mr. Oliphant must be a missionary. A proof that he
was not — if any were wanted — is supplied by the following anec-
dote ;: — When at about the age of 30 Mr. Oliphant acted as Chargé
d’Affaires in Japan, Years after, when he was in London, two sous
of a native minister with whom he had become acquainted during his
residence in Japan paid a visit to-the great metropolis. Overwhelmed
by its splendours, dazzled by its opulence, they sought their friend,
Mr. Oliphant, and asked him to convert them to Christianity, as it
must be to the pational religion that the English nation was indebted
for all this prosperity and happiness. Thereupon Mr. Oliphant said
no word in opposition, but he engaged a detective, who tock the par-
ty through all the rookeries of London, and showed them the awful
squalor and vice of the “City of Dreadful Night.” Then the young
Orientals repented, and said, “Surely the pure philosophy of Confu-
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shock to me. I had beer in constant communication with the family
during the whole course of hie illness—which has, alas, proved fatal
—and the last accounts had been favourable, so that the sudden
relapse has quite overwhelmed me. My relations to him and his
family will be sketched in due course in the “Leaves of my Diary,”
but T should like to say something now about the man himself. He
called himself a rolling stone. I, too, have -been a rolling stome. And
if rolling stones gather no moss, they at least knock up against one
another; and that is how I have had the privilege of knowing him.

Twenty-five years ago he abandoned Christianity under the influ-
ence of his friend Mr. Harris, an American exX-clergyman, who is
still alive. Mr, Harris is a man of extraordinary poetical powers. His
chief doctrine is that God is bi-sexual, a dual conception which. is not
unknown fo the Talmud and the Cabbalah. As is the Maker so is His
creation. In the male being resides something of the feminine, in the
female something of the masculine. These mystic theories are connect-
ed with visions of social regeneration, and the seer calls upon his
brethren '

“Fo feel the worlds new order,
Like fire, and lifs, and wine.”

Be exhorts them

“To feel the world’s new order,

and thanks the great “One of Two™ for the wonders of Creation.
Mr. Oliphant and his wife took up these ideas and developed them.
Altruism, pure and simple, working heart and souls for others, was
prloclaimed by him as the best, and indeed the only true method of
worship. “The Religion of Labour” was the name he gave the new
faith, and he and his first wife worked hard for seven years at manual
labour, eating only bread and potatoes, so as to purge themselves of
earthly desires and prepare themselves for absorption into the Divine
essence. I first met him and his wife in 1882, ai Constantinople. My
own Cabbalistical mysticism no doubt was not without influence on
him, and he began to write at Prince Isle (near Constantinople), his
“Altiora Peto”, which, under the guise of a novel, is really a fore-
shadowing of his “Sympneumata.” This latter book was begun at
Haifa, and was largely the work of his wife, a true genius in her way.
In this book, too, I was myself to some extent a co-worker, Mr. Oli-
phant drawing vpon such knowledge as I possessed of the Cabbalis-
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barred by another man—not an independent business-man like the
writer, who exists to supply a genuine demand, but a satellite of
the Rabbi’s—who also extracts his obolus. When she enters she
sees before her an impressive sight. The Rabbi is seated with that
air of studious meditation with which stage-pictures of Faust have
made us familiar, and before him lies an open Cabbalistic book.
She puis the scrap of paper before him, together with certain other
pieces of paper of a more valuable description. The Rabbi then
closes his eyes as if lost in ccstasy, and mumbles a language cer-
tainly not “understanded of the people.” and very likely not “under-
standed” of himself. This is the blessing; and having received it the
pious devotee takes a cheerful departure, to make room for another
fool. Sometimes merchants—-both Jews and Centiles—come to the
Rabbi to consult him on questions of business. The Rabbi’s utter-
ances on these occasions bear a strong resemblance to those of the
ancient oracle of Delphi—being pithy, ingenious and capable of al-
ternative explanation according to the issue of the event. When the
wonder-Rabbi worships on his own behalf, his spirituality expresses
itself by frantic dancing, crving, singing, and springing. Sometimes
all the Chassidim break out into a delirious frenzy of worship, from
which even the followers of General Booth* might iake a lesson.

But perhaps the most important of the Chassidic services is the
great Shabbas dinner. After the chief has uttered the blessing over
the bread, a lot of his followers swarm about the table, and then
ensues a grand scramble for “kuggol” (Shabbas pudding). The man
who can snatch a morsel of “kuggol” feels happier than an English-
man who has found a diamond. The Rabbi of Nadwerna keeps his
“kuggol” many days after Sabbath, and his admirers esteem it a
great honour and privilege to be allowed a crumb, as they believe
it operates as a sort of ticket of admission to the grand festival ban-
quet on the Leviathan in the future world. The Havdalah he makes
on Tuesday night. Of him can we say with the prophet, “Mad is
such a prophet, fool & man of such spirit.”

ViI. A FEW WORDS ON THE LATE LAURENCE OLIPHANT
The news of the death of my friend and patron, Mr, Oliphant, to
whom I dedicated my volume of poems (Barkai), has been a great
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that of Isaac Lurja, proclaims the necessity of freeing ourselves from
all sensuwous desire, of living apart from the world, of starving the
body, of washing in specified ways, &c. The third, which is the
doctrine of Baal Shem, is to cultivate happiness. By rationally en-
joving all that God has given us, we worship Him best. It is only
when our body is physically well that we can rteceive the Divine
{femining) Shechinah. A courious and characteristic sentence of his
may be cited : “When I am enjoying mysclf, smoking my pipe, God
is more pleased than at the praying of certain other Rabbis.” This
must be read in the spirit in which it was written, and not taken
as a piece of self-conceit. “To the pure ail things are pure”” It was
my admiration for this doctrine of Baal Shem that inspired me with
the antagonism I now displayed towards the sham forms of it that
held the field.
VL

Israel Baal Shem, the founder of Chassidism, was truly a friend
of humanity. His great joy was to help the poor, to visit the suffer-
ing. Like Moses, he did not appoint his son as his successor, ¢hoos-
ing his pupil Rabbi Bier. of Mesritsch, No better proof of his un-
selfish and unworldly character could be demanded. Far different
are the modern wonder-Rabbis who profess to walk in his footsteps,
but whose sole thought is to turn their reputation to profit, like the
Dail Eahmah, of Thibet, who is never to be seen except through a
golden medium. These gentlemen’s heaven opens easily with a gol-
den key. Some are wonder-Rabbis, travelling from town to town,
selling their blessings to country boobies, like the wandering alche-
mists and charlatans of the Middie Ages. It would be well if these
pedlars were compelled, like the other members of the profession,
to take out a license for benedictions. For the rest, the wonder-Rab-
bi is a very picturesque personage. Ke wears a long, black silk caf-
tan; his pids are longer than the mane of a horse; his breast is al-
ways exposed, like the modern mountebank’s and tumbler’s, In the
ante-room of his apartments is the seat of the “writer.” A throng of
people, men and women, cluster round the writer's table, sach ex-
plaining fo him his or her want, which he puts down on a scrap of
paper. Here follows a specimen of the form of application to the
great magician: “I, Haanah, daughter of Miriam, wish to have
children.” After paying some kreuzer to the writer, she enters with
the application to the Rabbi. At the Rabbi’s door her way is again
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streets of Cracow and Lemberg in their long black caftans, will
prepare the traveller to understand the analogous, if slower, move-
ments and gestures of our Ishmaelitish brefaren parading the streets
of the Orient in their long talars and their gay turbans.

I arrived at Galicia from the invisible world in which T had so-
journed before my birth in the year 1855, The name of my birth-
place is Zloczow. I received the ordinary education of a Galician
Jewish boy; qualified by special studies, to which my love of mysti-
cal books led me. From an early age the thought of Jerusalem
haunted me day and night. AbarbancPs bock on the Creation was
the first book of profane science which I studied, under the taition
of Ben Tsivon Dreyfuss. After coming under the educational in-
fluence of a rich and pious lady of much modern knowledge, Hessa
Auerbach, and an Austrian officer (who taught me German), I mi-
grated fo Lemberg, leaving behind me the contradictory reputations
of a mystic and an Epikouros. At Lemberg the celebrated philoso-
pher, Abraham Krochmal paid the expenses of publication of my
first literary work, a little Hebrew pamphlet of some 20 pages, called
“Austria,” made up of congratulatory songs on the 25th anniver-
sary of the ascent of the Emperor to the throne; and which il is
not perhaps inappropriate to recafl at the present period of His Ma-
jesty’s jubilee.

At Lemberg I began to prepare myself to enter the gymnasium.
In this task I received aid from the political society ‘Shomer Yis-
roel,” and from Dr. Léwenstein, then, as now. Rabbi of Lemberg.
F cut off my “Pi6s” and dressed myself afrer the modern German
fashion. Hearing of this, my mother came in much alarm to the
town, and took me back to Zloczow. If I have always been a great
admirer of the system of the Cabbalah according to Isracl Baal Shem,
1 have been as greal an agitator against the impostures of the won-
der-Rabbis who infest Galicia, and who have corrupted the pure
doctrines of the founder of Chassidism. The object of the Cabbalah
is to prepare the human being to enter into the secrets of the Di-
vine nature, and to come into communion with the spirits (Shaidim)
which form a link between men and the angels, and to obtain a
masiery over the elements. Thete are three systems of Cabbalah.
The first is that of Cordoway and Dunale, which teaches that these
ends may be obtained by abstracting the mind from all earthly things
and concentrating it on the philosophy of things Divine. The second,
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monarch feil. The Druses, however, believe that he is still alive, and
that at the end of days he will come again to be the temporal and
spiritual ruler of the whole world.

: 1v.

The lawgiver of the Druses is Hamza, who is believed to have
been inspired, and who gave them the sacred “secret books”” Under
their hero, “Fakir Edin®, they invaded Palestine and chose the Mounts
for a settlement, Their name for God is “Kadimah,” o717, and
this word will be our key to open the dark chambers of their “secret
religion” For B1p is the Hebrew for East and in Chaldic-Aramaic
means “olden times.”” The verb 9 means “to burn” or “to light”
Therefore the Hebrew word for the East is derived from the idea
of the sunrise, Now thers was a sirong ancient belief that ‘man, like
everything else, was made up of the “four elements,” fire being one
of them. Zoroaster proclaims the dual principles of light and dark-
ness. In the opposing deities of Persian Manichaeism, Ormuzd and
Ahriman, note that Or (" =) — muzd = God of Light, while the
latter (of which the first syllable is also connected with & , which,
according to the Talmud, means “darkness” as well as “light”™) =
the God of Darkness. Moses also figuratively speaks of God as “a
fire which burns fire”

We see therefore why the River Kishon, which rises in Mount
Tabor and flows along the plain of Esderelon till it flows into the
sea between Ako and Chaipa, is also called “The River Kedumim,”
onTIp ona It is evidently because of the ancient tribe of “fire-wor-
shippers” who dwelt along its shores. Thus by the light of byl (4
we can look into the “secret” of the religion of the Druses, though
not into the secret of their form of cult, their religious practices
remaining still unknown,

V.

Before initiating the reader further into the thousand delights of
the Holy Land of Asia, I will ask him or her to be kind enough to
accompany me {o my native land of “Half-Asia”, as my famous
countryman, Karl Emil Franzos, has dubbed it. Indeed, “Half-Asia”
is to “Asia” as its preface is to a book; it is the 4, b, ¢ school in
which to prepare for the great Semitic college, Asia. The sight of
the rapid movements of the Galician Jews as they run along the
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—retarn in love to his chosen bride—Zion—to dwell with her for
ever. O God, only thou knowest!

III.

The inhabitants of Carmel, or the mountaineers, are Druses. They
are an agreeable variety of the great Semitic family, Their settlement
is situated on the hills of “Hauran™ (as the province is called) and
on Mount Lebanon. In the heart of this tribe lives and burns the
love of freedom and liberty. Like all mountaineers, too, they are
warlike. They are more industrious than the Arabs, and more hos.
pitable to the stranger than the Christian natives. They live very
simply; they do not drink brandy or beer, like the Christians; nor
do they smoke tobacco, like the Turks, their “narghiles” being filled
with a peculiar weed grown only in Persia. According to the tradi-
tions of the local Sephardim, they are a remnant of the Philistines,
who existed in the time of David in the five federated towns under
a constitution like that of our modern Hanseatic towns. The etymo-
logy of the word “Druse” I do not know, but I believe it is a cor-
ruption from the German Druden or Druden-fuss, which means the
foot of the devil. (The soft “d” in Arabic is like the “s” in German
or English). This idca scems probable to me because in the Middle
Ages the Druses were believed to be devil-worshippers in secret. But
there 13 a great diversity of beliefs about their belief, The present
generation of Sephardim believe that they worship a calf (I am very
sure 1t is not the golden one). The Arabs and Christians believe that
they worship ‘womanhood” (a conception which seems to be akin
to Goethe’s das ewig weibliche).

This idea may have arisen from the fact that the women of the
Druses take part with the men in their religious services, which is
opposed to the Semitic instinct on the subject. But I am convinced
that they do mot carry on such worship, and that they have no
connection with the tribe called Abadin el farz {worshippers of
womanhood), who live in the norith of Palestine, in the district near
Beyrout. All the legends about the religion of the Druses agree in
representing it as secret. So it is a secref, but an “open secret®, We
know that they believe in “Hakim,” king and ruler of Beypt, the
Arabian Cains Caligula. This Hakim represented himself as a god,
and was very harsh fowards the Jews in his kingdom. Happily bhe
met with the usual fate of tyrants. A revolt took ‘place, in which the
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light of the true religion streams efernally from this mount—a guide
to the children of Israel in the stormy seas of exile ?

The name Carmel is alleged to be derived from 093, a vineyard.
In my opinion, however, it means exactly the same as itself, viz, the
Hill of Comn (Heb. Y2 ,corn), for on the table-land corn flourishes,
while the culture of the vine is very thankless. The chalk, which is
one of the main constituents of the soil, is much more suitable for
the cultivation of the clive, and olive trees grow abundantly along
the shore of the Sea of Galilee.

In apcient times the mountain had a very extensive population,
divided into many tribes, under one of the kings of the federation,
of which the head was the King of Jerusalem, of the dynasty “Zedek”.

Ounce many towns and cites were built on its slopes, and in the
great battle of the 36 federated kings against Joshua we read, among
the names of the warrior sovereigns, of Joknoem the King of Carmel.

How desolate is the mount pow! Where once was the fierce
activity of human life and the bustle of human indusiry is now an
almost uninhabited desert. A sad silence reigns, broken ounly from
time to time by the melancholy, monotonous chaunts of the Car-
melites or the savage gruniing of wild swine that run about the
mount. Of all the towns only two are left—memorials of departed
splendour—Fsfia and Dahlia, the latter mentioned in the Talmud
“Aba, the priest, of Dahfia”

Dahlia, situated on the summit of Carmel, is a pretty little village,
Here Laurence Oliphant has a summer residence, “far from the
madding crowd,” where he writes his novels and carries on those
deep, mystic meditations on the divine nature of things which have
been given to the world in his “Subnumita™* and other books. How
often have I stood outside the house under a fig-tree, Jooking down
on the Plain of Sharon, where the lovely Shulamite maiden once
sang a song of love in harmony with the sweet song of the nightin-
gales in the wood. or gazing on the Plain of Esderelon, where the
heroes of Judah shed their blood for their fathers and their land.

Often as 1 stood there, under the silver moonlight, T dreamed on
the golden days of the past and thought of the perils of the present.
When shall our exile end ? When shall the bridegroom-—Yeshurun

Sympneumata sy «
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smoke narghiles and sip coffee. More industrious are the Jews from
“Mogreb” (west), from Tunis and from Morocco. On Mount Car-
miel, “which by Eljal’s fearlessness, shared with Sinai the glory of
having the Unity of God proclaimed on it, there is a Catholic monas-
tery, occupied by the *‘Carmelites,” while on Sinai a Greek monastery
has been built,

At the foot of Mount Carmel is a cave, whither, according to tra-
dition, Elijah fled to escape from Jezebel, the wife of Ahab. The
natives, Arabs and Yews, Druses and Christians, hold this cave, which
they have named Chadar (chamber), in high sanctity. Each com-
munity has its day in the year for making pilgrimages to it and spend-
ing a night there in prayer and song. It is believed that a sick man
who spends a night in it becomes healthy. The Saturdays after the
Black Fast, the Jews of Pakien*, a little town some hours’ disiance
from Chaifa, come with their wives and children and hold a religious
service, sacrificing a famb or sheep in honour of “Mar Elijah” (Herr
Elijah). I think this small community is a pure remnant of the Iost
ten tribes. They have neither the intellectual rigour of the Poles, nor
the indolence of the Sephardim. They live of the land. Y think it
would be more interesting to miake investigations in Pakien than in
Gondar, and more reasonable to help the Pakienites than the dubious
Abyssinian Jews.

IE.

Mount Carmel has not the dubious honour of figuring in the Book
of Kings in association with some sanguinary action. Tt kas no war-
like hero as Gilboa has its Saul, no heroine as Tabor has its Deborah,
It is indeed associated with a struggle and with a hero, but the battle
was a battle of peace, 0%wa nwndn, and its history was written not
in Jetters of blood but in celestial fire. For here was the daylong
fight waged between truth and falsehood, light and darkness. Here
was the Jewish standard — 01 i* —uplifted in the hand of the con-
queror, the prophet Elijah. The tradition goes that he is still alive,
and, indeed, the figure and the thoughts of the seer are still vivid in
the minds of men. Flaming from the top of the monastery tower on
Mount Carmel is a beacon which guides the vessels that wander
amid the darkness of the waters. May we not say that even so the
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LEAVES FROM MY PALESTINE AND OTHER DIARIES.
By Naphiali Herz Imber.

L

In the vear 1882 I was one of those who, stirred by the Jewish
national emigration movement, was cartied by the wave and the waves
to Palestine. Under the protection of the well-known Laurence
Oliphant family I sailed from Constantinople to the Holy Land in
an Austrian steamer. After an uneventful voyage, 1 was awakened
one morning by Mrs. Oliphant (who died, alas! two years ago) with
the words “Herzl, we are near Chaipa! Arise, and behold Mount
Hermon and Mount Lebanon. We are bringing you into the land
of your forefathers.” No surer proof of the deceased lady love for our
pation could be adduced than these few sympathetic words. How her
behaviour contrasted with that of Mr. Scheid®, at that time manager
of the colony founded by Baron Edmond de Rothschild, who is cre-
dited with the beautiful sentiment: Die Jiiden mussen krepiren (Let
the Jews die like dogs )

Caipa, Chaifa or Haifa is an ancient little town mentioned in the
Talmud-—Rabbi pr¥® of Chaifa, Chaifa is so named from its good
natural port, M. If spelt Caifa, its name would be derived from
the stones about the shore (89%3, a stone). The town is growing since
the Germans have settled there. The emigration brought many of our
brethren to the projected Zichroun Yakob colony, but Mr. Scheid
and his satellites were hardly sufficiently unselfish to give the colony
a fair chance. We had a Zerubbabel in the Baron, but we had no
Ezra or Nehemiah for manager.

The Jewish inhabitants are Sephardim. They are shopkeepers and
merchants. Like the natives, they love the dolce far niente — 10
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