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Alforso T M. Pacifici, “Una Miniatura; Ricordi di una conversazione con
Chaim Welzmann®, Seritti in memoria @i Leone Carpi (Gerusalemme, rg64),
Pp. 219—228,
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“To-day there is 3 tremendous political wave known as Faseism, 9k ,1923
which is sweeping over Ttaly, As an Italian movement it is no business of
ours -— it is the business of the Italian Government. But this wave is now
breaking against the little Jewish community, and the little community, which
never asserted itself, is to-day suffering from anti-Semitism” {Chaim Weizmann,
American Adresses, [New York, 1923], P. 490
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Alberte Theodoli, 4 covallo di due secoli 111931 1502 YW LBRIBTPIRY
LPTReN — 19A%) (Roma, 1o50), pp. I35—137
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Giampicre Curoccl, La politica estera dell Lalin fascista 1925-1Tp2S 1YY TDIATD
(Bari, 106¢), pp. 18—25.

Ennio Di Nollo, Mussolini e la pofi- LI DMRTIRRT DPRWA (D1 Rwnh by
tica esterq italiang (r919—1933) (Padova, 196a), PP. 53—B4, 150—I133.
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Francesco Coppola, “La situazione politica in Palestina”,  Politica, XXVI (1926),
143—149; idem, “La politica italiang di qua ¢ di la dal Giordane”, Politica,
XXVII (1927}, 100—102.

L



SHYRD DK1Y 172

Y2 IRT 927 LSRRI TR S DY DR Povpya pmb by mban
R e omkran e 953 L1910 ARy M¥atnba

ArPRRA MIYIA AYRNRY STINYN 1B 05YNTY ARYI 003 A AP NN Oy
DTN DR AN AKX LOMNGDIT AT nTsY DN ooab moawn nevmn
T TSM 2mnaw  Mmarennas puaz ahyona ptyE SWYRa e N
EUERTTY PRRIIRDOTYTI YR Somp WpR poR3 opwmy o
NPW 5Y 1927 DOWNT PUIRY PORY MTIBIRD AKY SIEOP CIPXTVIRD TTUY
an3 RWi °ED — 1V 0000 TYID Mnob maven aby npbuRT nvaed
“OYRE IMIRY DY PM TANDD 8D MopbuiRa DeITRAR msm m — s1vbiomb
JRD BT B3P DY PYORDY LTI 1EYR eUROTRCILRDM MOYELA M
/T SR BRI XERY N KOR 5 UMTanD S10IT L MEYRD IRTES
MUPY TN MY WY LPIND OBRITT CIVNRT MO ANy KW LOINR
TR BT RD Py warh ey Ry ATy wen 891 oemrTe oy
Mgy MERPIRT DEhPY INta Am3 A0a0 ANt ayaws

TIORT NIDT AT DAY WY AR — TUTRG g0 19R DYy
BV ATIMR5 PUOD PY NOAOIA AYANA TR NIManT Dmbynan ) — pnn
RSN YY 21PN 01 PRI Y3 RIT MPRLORT PuRMPSTIA bW mvayh
D7D TR PP BOR AMWE BW AUTE P oamR TRYD ®Y Lhersn
2521900 SURIIETIT AT 2UNAD DD

LY m%t Dw i wnwnsb §997 ARSI 1911 ST RWY 9K i
19,1926 93A1B03 1772 ¥BI1I2 SHTPAI TR 150

ANPITNY AMTT DRZN AR 1M O¥ET TSR ADTRYT Nphanan Rhw

“Bisogna infatti 1 %oy ana yina T9Ta nehLT YR 1927 Boika B4 opp Tona 2
rifletterc che Pebraismo ha carattere internazionale; e, come accade di tutti gli
organismi di tal genere, ¢ sempre difficile controllarne i reali rapporti e le

tendenze effettive” (Carocci, op. cit,, p, a13).
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“Though the language was vague, its  DBMIAT DYTHY L1931 Ndntaba 26 arn
burden was to insinuate that the mandate should be irternational in the sense
that the members of the League, their nationals and their goods, should have
a special position in Palestine and that the Administration itsel should be
international”.

DYTY R 19w ooy MBEEn DPOLNT ST nveee DUNANT 1T 1Ty Oy By

‘1. Rights and privileges of consular POWMIR MMPLT 673 (nobh ht1 Dopvan
officers. 2. Rights of Italian employees in the Palestine Administration, 3. The
granting of contracts for public works, with particular reference to the
employment of a Britishk firm in connexion with the Haifs harbour works
and the Haifa-Bagdad Railway survey. 4. Exemption from taxation and customs
duties of charitable and religious  institutions, 5. The Palestine Education
Ordinance. 6, Anti-Italian articles in the Arab press’.
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Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, General,
371/8993, D. 20 (E371/33/63)

My Lord, Rome Jauuary 35, 1923,

I have the honour to report thal Dr. Weizman, wha spent two davs in Rome
on his refurn from Palestine, came to see me on the 2nd January, and had
an inferview of over an hour’s duration with the President of the Coundl on
the ard.

v, Weizman subscquently cafled at the Embassy to inform me of lhe resulls
of this conversatinn. Signor Musselini, in reference to the tunsympathetic altitude
of Ttaly towurds Zionism, stated that the Zionists wished him to “faire le jeu
de PAngleterre,” angd this he was determined not to do. e repeated this phrase
more than onece, and appeared to Dr. Weoizman tg speak with some Dbitterness.
He made use of the well-worn argument of Great Britain's design to split the
ring of Moslem States by a Jewish Palestine, and referred to the relusal of vour
Lordship and M. Poincaré to allow the mandate queslion to he rcopened to
enable him to insert one or two peints of importance to Italy.

Dr. Weizman pointed out the unreasonablencss of this last vequest in view of
the fact that the approval of the previnus Itallan Government had been given to
the present mandates. With regard to Signor Mussolini’s contention Lhat Zionism
was & tool in the hands of His Majesty's Government to weaken the Moslem
States jor the bLenefit of the British Empire in the East, Dr, Weizman, whilst
denying that this was in any way the case, said that, even if it were so, Ialy
stoed to gain as much as Great Britain by a weakening of Moslem PHYWCT.
Signor Mussolini admitied that the Arahs had been giving him trouble in Cyrenaica
and Tripeli, and implied that he had ne confidence in them.

Signor Mussolini raised the question of italy obtaining concessions in Palestine,
and alsg securnp an outlet there for emigration, Dr. Weizman was able to show
that by the terms of the mandate iteelf there could be no policy of Iavouritism
which would debar Haly or any other country from participating in the develop-

menl of the country, To enable emigrants to live and to be absorbed, a consider-
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able outlay of capital was necessary; the Zionist organisation provided funds
for ifs own immigrants, but the Palestine Administration was short of funds,
and any scheme f{or importing Italian labour would have to he backed with
Halan funds.

Dr. Weizman was struck by the mediocre character of the arsuments addiced
by the President of the Council, and by his superficial acquaintance with the
subject, although, in the circumstances, little else could be expected. In the end,
Stenor Mussolini consented to allow Dr. Weizman to announce to a meeting of
Jews that cvening that he would have no objection to the name of an Italian
Jew being put ferward for appoiniment as a member of the Jewish agency in
Palestine —the hody provided by the terms of the mandate as the official
charnel for bringing  Jewish opinion before the British  Administration. Dr,
Weizman was very pleased with this coneession, as being likelv to have consider-
able influence over Italian Jews, wha, like other clements in ltaly since the
advent of the new régmime, have been adopting a non-committa]l attitude.

Later in the evening, one of Sgnor Mussalini’s scoretaries informed IDr.
Weizman that his Exceliency had been much impressed with the conversation,
and that he had ordercd a4 memorandum on the subject to be prepared for him.

I have, &c.
R, GRAHAM.

1933 5K 3 ovr o0 PN TR SR ONARTY LY 0 MR pEn 2

Public Recovd Olffive, Foreign Office, Political Central, Germany,

3r1fibyzo, o410

Signor Mussolini told me he had instructed Italian Ambassador in Berlin last
Friday to make strongest representations to Hitler regarding reversion to present
Germany policy towards Jews. It was one thing to deal sternly with communist
or bolsheviks, but pressure on purely racial or religious grounds antagonised not
only Jewish but also Christian opinion throughout the world, Italian Ambassador
had delivered thiz message fo Hitler during a Cabinet Council. Hitler had said
that Mussolini did not entirely understand Jewish problem afiecting Germany
which had not counterpart in Italy, Crders for an official hoveott on Saturday
had alicady gone out. Mussolini added that hoveott had now ccased, but a
renewal was foreshadowed for mext Wednsday. He thought T shoold see that

boycotl would not be renewed.
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Public Record Office, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, Palestine and Transjordan,
351f16920, pp. 118—7120
Criminal Investization Dept.,
Headquarters, Police and TPrisons

P.OB. 850
Jerusalem.
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SECRET 3o Auvgust, 133

CHIEF SECRETARY

Swubject: Periodital Apprediation Summary No. 22/33
{omissis par. 1—6]

Tlalian Activities.

7. Italian propaganda is obvious in Palestine, possibly to a lesscr degree than in
Syria and Lebanon. A Chamber of Commerce now cxisls in Jerusalern, There
are frequent visits of certain Italians, undoubtedly propagandists, trips te IHaly
of Boy Scouts, studenis and young people of both sexes, have been arranged at
very cheap rates, sometimes as little as LP 2 per person.

Discussions as 1o the organisation of Fascism in Syria and Palestine, in private
circles, or in the programme of the proposcd Congress of the Syrian National
Actions Leaguc in Lebanon, which is expected to be attended by individual
repercsentatives from Palestine, may be attributable to Italian propaganda.

Faseisin is beginning to be discussed in political circles with some interest and
in some cases efforts in a limited capacity are being made to spread propaganda
in this regard. The first suggestion in Palestine was made by pro-German
elements, soon after the prominence of Hitlerism. The anti-semitic character of
present day Germany, the pre-war German sympathics of the former Ottoman
subjects, and a desire to seize upon any oppottunity for change, arc amongst
the motives.

There i3 a definite report that the Syrian National Actions League is interested
in the formation of an Arab Fascist association comprising all Arabic speaking
countries, and that all boy scouts groups should be organised under its auspices.
This is exemplified [...?] increasing cooperation in politica} activities by Sytia,
Iraq and Palestine (including Trans-Jordan), and of increasing pan-Arab and
Pan-Islamic fecling, the desire of political aspirants to adopt concerfed action

and to relv on strong cxiremist, young leadership.
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1936 BOWR2 2173 ,pvan
Fublic Record Office, Foreign Oifice, Political, Eastern, General,
371/19983, PP, 241248
SECRET.
ITALIAN ANTI-BRITISH ACTIVITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

For some time before the Abyssinian adventure started the Ttalian CGovernment
bhad been something of a thorn in our sides in repard to Traqg and Palcstine,
In the former couniry they showed themselves very zealous in connexion with
the termination of the Mandatory régime, in stressing the need for a local and
“imparlial” enquiry by the League into the question of the fitness of Iraq for
emancipation. It was fairly clear, however, that they were actuated mainky Ly a
desirc to set up u useful precedent for subsequent application to the case of
Syria, in which at that time they were more interested, and that they were also
exploiting the situation in order to main possible economic advantages for them-
sehves; fheir obstrucfiveness diminished as the prospects brightened of the erant
of an oil concession to the British Oil Development Company, which contained
an Italian inlercst,

2. As regards Palestine the Ttalians have alwavs been on the watch for any
action by the Palestine administration which could be, by auny stretch of imagin-
ation, represented as incompatible with the Mandate., Thev continually hombarded
His Majesty’s Government (and in fact still continue the practice} with rom-
plaints and protests in which they sousht to emphuasise the international characler
of the Mandate, going so far as lo imply that the actual administration should
be international, ie that non-Palestinian officials should be recruited without
distinction of mationality. Their general ohject seemed te be tp elaim g privileged
position for States members of the League and their nationals in Palestine, to
assert a special position for Italy as a kind of watch-dog over the execution of
the Mandate, and to ensure that Great Britain, while taking all the responsibility
should be in a no more advantageous position in any respect than that of other
members of the League.

3. This policy in Traq and DPalestine, though irritating, was not deliberately
anti-British. ¥ arosc from resentment at the fact that Italy berself did not
possess a Mandate and from a determination to make up for this by extracting
the maximum political and economic advantage out of the Mandatory system,

4. Side by side with the policy of displaying official concern in the admin-

istration of the Middle Eastern mandates, Italian activities have, since about rggo,
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developed on more objectivnable lines, The change manifested itself at first in
propaganda of a more or less normal kind, desicned to glorify the achicvements
of, and to win popularity for, Ttaly among the Avabs, and this propaganda
gradually assumed a definitely anti-British tendency. The propagands at first
took the form of subsidized visits of Arab vouths to Italv, conferences of oriental
students held in Italy and Italian lecture tours in Palestine, and the main object
appeared to be te counteract the ill-feeling which the Tripoli campaign of rg3r
had created against the Italian Government in the minds of Arabs gunerally.

5. The propaganda began to take on g more anti-British (and as regards Syria
an anti-French} tone at the beginning of 1g34 when Emir Shekib Arslan, who
had previously been prominent in attacking Ttalion policy in Tripolitania, visited
Rome, interviewed Signor Mussolini and thereafter became one of the principal
Italian propagandists in the Middlc East. Shekib Arslan appeaes to have engaged
shoutly afterwards in negotiations with Arab leaders in Talesting and Syria with
a view to coordinating action belween Italy and the Arab lcaders concerned, He
was assisted by Jhsan Bey Jabri, his colluborator in Geneva in producing the
periodical “La Nution Arabe™ Newspaper propaganda in favour of Taly hegzan
to incruase in Arab publications in Palestine, and it was in May 1934 that the
Bari broadeasts began in order, according to a notice in the Palestine press, “to
strengthen the ties between Italy and the Arab peoples”,

6. The Anti-British complexion of ihe Rarl broadensis was chiefly obtained by
implication or suggestion rather than Ly explicit statements, but they included
from time to time false reporls of anli-British risings in India, Aden and Kenva
and of alleged British destgns in connexion with Agaba. The Palestine adminis-
tration also came in for zllack, more particularly for its allered redlect of popular
ciucation. In November 1935 u sclection (Annex A) of the moere offensive anti-
British broadeasts was sent to Sir E, Drummond for communication to the Italian
Government, Their communication only produced a counteraccusation that the
British wireless had attributed Egyplian unrest to Italian propaganda, When further
examples of Barl broadcasts which contained deliberate incitement (o anli-Rritish
afitation were brought to the notice of the Ttalian Covernment towards the end
of Nevember, 1933, it was suggested on the Ttalian side thal the extracts did not
emanate from Bari at all, or, if they did, that they cmanated from some
clandestine transmitter and were perhaps the work of some Arab nationalist,
Further protests regarding false statements of revolts in Aden 2ud Kenya were
met by the retort that the Bari station was managed by a private company and
that broadeasting censorship did not in any case exist in Ttaly; though it must

in fairness be stated that a subscquent gide mémoire of March 23th, 1936, slated
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that these particular reports orizinated with a Dijibouti correspondent of some
Italian papers upon whom caution had been énjoined as to the transmiesion of
unverified information.

4. The tone of the Bari broadcastis since the Anglo-Italian défcnte is understood
to have heen comsiderably modified, nevertheless the Bari station comtinues to
lose nmo opportunity to iransmit extracts from the forcign press, particulariy the
Egyplian press, selected feor their mendacious and violently anti-British character.

8. Italian money is often supposed to have plaved a large part in the recant
disturbances in Palestine. It is difficult, of course, lg cstablish with any degree
of accuracy the responsibility of the Italians in this respect, but it would be a
mistake to over-estimate it as there is no doubt that the agitation in Palestine
is in the main spontaneous and is based an what the Arabs consider to he real and
solid grievances. Sir A. Wauchope considers that curvent reports that se much
as Piizc,oeo have been disbursed Dy the Halians in Palestine are grossly exapger-
ated. At the samc time there can be no doubt that the Talians have fished in
troubled waters, We have reliable evidence from secret sources that in Nevember
1935 £5,000 was paid to Fuad Bev Hamza by the Italian Legation in Jeddn for
transmission to Arabs in Palestine and Transjordan and for the nurpose  of
fomenting rebellion in their countries, but therc is no evidence that the pavment
of this sum induced Fuad Bey lg engage in any pro-lalian activities; in fact
yuite the contrary, There iz evidenee, however, again from secret sources, that a
substantial sum of money was sent to the Ttalian Consul-General in Jerusalem
towards the end of 1035 to be placed at the disposal of Yhsan Hey Jabri, From
Italian sources it was gleaned at the end of April, 1936, that same f20000 had
been sent tp Palestine throush the Italian Consul-General, Lhough whether this
was the same sum as that referred to above or a fresh subsidy, is not clear.
The central organisation of Italap propaganda appears to have been in Cairo
and there iz evidence of payments to Palestine nationalists by Signor Mellini of
the Halian Legation in Cairg and by Dr. Mombelli, a pricst in Jerusalem, who
appears to have acted as a centre for the distribution of Italiap propaganda; the
Italian Consul at Beirut appears alse to have been an active agent in the dis-
tribution of propaganda and funds for use in Palestine, Some of this information,
it may be noted, appears to have been obtained indivectly from an official of the
Italian Legation in Cairo who was bitter about the expenditure of so much
money on adventures in Talestine and Syria while the junior officers of the
Legation were deprived of their traveiling allowances during the summer season!

9. Lists of Palestinian Arabs said to be subsidized by the Ttalians are available.

It is clearly difficult, however, to obtain reliable evidence of this sort or to
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establish the fact of payment by the Italians. It seems, in fact, to be of doubtful
wisdom to tax the Italian Government with activities of this sort when we are
clearly not in a position to back up our charges with concrete evidence, It is
most doubtful whether anything could be gained by such a course,

1o, We are also in possession of information communicated confidentially to
the Colonial Office by Dr. Weizmann which indicated that Signor Mussclini had
definite desighs in the Eastern Mediterranean with Palestine and Syria as his
main objectives, and that he was making overtures to the Jews to enlist their
support, In a note of an interview with Signor Mussolini on Febroary 17th,
1934, Dr. Weizmann has recorded that the Duce spoke with great cmphasis of
the Jewish world position and of his conviction that there would be ne improve-
ment uniess the Jews had a State of their own.

I1. In a letter dated June 15th, 1936 to Dr. Weizmann, the representative of
the Jewish Agency in Geneva, (Dr, Nahum Goldmann) reported a conversation
with Signor Theodoli in which the latter had spoken in most vielent terms about
England, asserting that what the Jews needed was a Jewish State which England
would never give them and hinting that the Jews could get it through Ttaly.

12, In a2 note of conversation hetween Captain Dovwdena, the hkead of the
Italian Fropaganda Organisation in Egypt. and a representative of the Yewish
Agency in Cairo, the former was even more categorical in his stafements and
more blatant in his attempls to attract Jewish support to Italian aims.

3. He urged the Jews to work in assocation with the lialians, “who would
not he afrail of the Arabs and who would aim at creating a Jewish State in
Palestine while taking Irag and Syria for themselves”,

i4. He did not hesitate to speak of the half million Ttalian soldiers in
Abyssinia, none of whom would return fo Italy and the additions 1o that force
in due course of hall a million of Abyssinians who would make excellent military
material. There would alsp be 1go,000 Ftalian troops in Tripoli. Italy’s object was
to deminate the Mediterranean and with these traops and Abyssiniz as a centre
she would be able to take Egypt and expand still further.

15. In the meantime the Italians wanted the Jews to settle in parts of
Abyssinia and thus help the consolidation of the Italian position in that country,
in return for which assistance the Ttalians would create a real Jewish State
in Palestine.

16. As collateral evidence of Italian aspirations in the Eastern Mediterranean,
Dr. Weizmann stated that in a quite recent conversation with M. Blum in Paris,
he {(Dr. Weizmann} had mentioned the rumours about German aspirations in

Syria. M. Blum sazid he knew nothing of that but he was quite convinced as to
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Italian designs in that direction and that the troubles the French were meeting
with in Morocco and Tunisia were also fomented by [ltalian propagandz and
maintained by Italian money.

t7. It should be noted that the infarmation in paragraphs ic-16 above was
communicated to the Colonial Office in confidence and cannet therefore be quoted.

18. As regards Italian anti-British activities outside Palestine, an example of
unfriendly officiousness occurred recently in regard to Irag, the Italian Govern-
ment  addressing  communications both to the Iraqi Government and tg His
Majesty’s Governmient which sought to prove that the stipulation in the recent
agreement for the transfer of the Iraqi railwavs that the Iragi Government will
wherever possible recruit British officials to fill any posts for which forcigners
are required, was contrary to the guarantees given by the Iragi Government to
the League on the occasion of the termination of the Mandatory régime. The
stipulalion in question was in fact in accordance with motes attached to the
Aglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance of 1930, which was examined by the League prior
to the termination of the Mandatory rémime, and to whick neo cxception was
taken. It was therefore a perfectly proper condition to make in connexion with
the transfer to the Iragi Goverment of what was British praperty. The Iialian
Government have been informed accordingly.

19. In the Red Sca arca there is the mutual sclf-denying ordinance hetween
Great Britain and Italy constituted by the Rome Agreement of 1927, and there is
nothing fo show that this is not Dbeing observed by the Italians. ‘There has
however been evidence from secret sources that the Italian Minister in Saudi
Arabia has been working against ws in a general way, infer alis hy implying
that we were irying to draw Saudi Arabip into our orbit Ly means of the recent
agreement between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, There is, however, ne reason to
suppose that Ibn Saud is being taken in by these methods, At all events he
knows perfectly well that we did not engineer the Iragi-Saudi Arabian agrcement
as the Italians like to suppose.

20. As refards the Yemen, it is evident that the Ttalians are active in pushing
their own interests, but therc is ne evidence at the present date that their
activities have a particularly anti-British trend. [t may be noted that the strong
Halan desire to establish a special pesition for themselves in the Yemen, prior
to the Saudi Vemen war of 1534, came fo nothing, and that one result of the
invasion of Abyssinia has heen fo make the Imam of the Yemen more distrustful
than ever of the Italians.

FOREIGN OFFICE
218t August, 1036
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Public Record Qffice, Foreign Office, Political, Eastern, Pulestine and Trarsjordan,
37L/56027, P, aaz
COPIE, CONFIDENTIELLE,

Secrétaive Général, n

Le Dr. Weizmann est venu me voir ce malin o g'est entreleny trés brigvement
avee moi du probléme actucl de Ja Palestine, A son avis, il n'y a pas dautre
solution que In répartition territorizle cntre juifs et arabes.

Il m'a fait part d'une conversation qu'il a euc au mois davril avee M. Musso-
Fioi qui hei aurait promis ses bons oifices pour aider 3 vegler la guesiion.

Je n'ai pas caché au Dr. Weirmann que la solulion territoriale se présente i
Thetre actuelle comme préférable, mais jai cry bon dattirer son attention sur
In nécessité que toute solution seit tclle quclle puisse concilier les grands intéréls
impériaux britanniques. T ne faut pas oublier d'autre part le probléme des Licux-
Saints qui est encore en suspens,

Le Dv. Weirmann ma dit quil a défa cu un ¢change de correspondance avec
M. Mussolini auprés duquel il compte sc rendre vers Ia mi-décembre pour préciser
son programme; en cffet, depuis sa premiére visite davril les événements ot
évolitdés et permeitent de traiter 1y question «d'une facon plus concréte.

Je Tui al dit qua eelle fpogque-ly je serai & Sienne, et nous sommes restis
d'accord qu'il m'avertiva en lemps ulile de sa visite & Rome alin que jo puisse
¥ €tre en méme temps, si vous Jo permellrez.

(5} VITD CATASTINI,
T3 novembre 1933. Section des Mandats.
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Public Record Office, Forcign Oifice, Political, Eastern, Palestine and Transjerdan,

371/17876, p. 283 (E1279/96/31)

Sir, Rome, Fehruary 19, 1934.
With reference to your despatch No., 153 of the r1ith February, I have the
honour to inform you that Dr. Weizmann came to see me this morning.
z. He Is on his way to Palestine and had been received by Signor Mussolini.

He told me that his reception by the Head of the Government had bheen extremely
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cordial. Signor Mussolini had always been in favour of a national home for the
Jews in Palestine, but on this occasion he had expressed himself even more
warmly than usual on the subject, A further proof of Signor Mussolinis support
was furnished by the fact that the Marquis Theodoli, who previously had been
somcwhat critical of the Zionist movement, showed the greatest anxiety to be of
help and assistance to Dr, Weizmann in every way.

3. Dr, Weizmann stated that Signor Mussolini had enguired whether Pulestine
could not be divided up into cantons, some of which might be rcserved for the
Arabs and some for the Jews, Dir. Weizmann had replied that a division of the
country azlready cxisted in fact, The mass, namely, fully 53 per cent, of Arabs
lived in the hill districts, while the Jews were mainly settled on the coast and
in the plain. There were only two small Jewish colonies in these hill regions.

4. Appurently Signor Mussolini had remarked that there must be, ultimately,
& Jewish 5tate, an assertion which IDr, Welemann infprimed me he had nover
made before. Further, he had told Dr. Welzmann that if the Arabs were inclined
to make {rouble, he thought that he could keep them in order, as he could
exercise considerable influence with regard to them. I hinted lo Dr. Welzmann
that it might be that in this respect Signor Musselini was inclined fo over-estimatc
his own powers, but in view of the last paragraph of vour despatch under
reference, T did not think it wise to pursue the matter further with him, ¥ou
are no doubt aware of Dr. Weizmann's general views and of the difficulties
which he is experiencing 2s a moderatc man in restraining the violence of the
extreme Zionists, whe are continually criticising the mandatory Power for
insufficient encouragement of the national home.

5. Dr, Weizmann finally explained to me that he was considerably troubled
by the large influx of German Jews intg Palestine. They did not form an
aliogether satisfactory element and were difficult to absorb, On the other hand,
there were still hundreds of thousands of such Jews who had sought refupe in
France, Poland and Crechoslovakia, In the present state of unemploymet in
these countrics naturally the coming of such Jews was disliked, and therefore
anti-Semitic feeling was increasing, but he did not see how they could possibly
be admitted in such numbers into Palestine,

I have, &c.
ERIC DRUMMOND





