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Yukka Nevakivi, Britain, France and the Arab Middle East, 1914—
1920, London 1969, p. 76.
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oobmi oimm “close to and west of the Hedjaz railway” . pwmn PNl
“close to the desert”

Richard Meinertzhagen, Middle East Diary, 1917--1956, London 1959 4
+30.1.1919 oy o (Meinertzhagen o)
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Documents on British Foreign Policy, 19191939, first series .8
(Documents 15115y Vol. IV p. 347 “..Palestine should extend into the
lands lying east of the Jordan. Tt should not, however, be allowed to
include the Hedjaz Railway, which is too distinctly bound up with ex-

clusively Arab interests.”
Meinertzhagen, p, 62 .7
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The Fastern boundary of Palestine should therefore pass some .nw .8
2530 kilometers west of the Hedjaz railway, after crossing the
Yarmuk valley about half way between Deraa and Samakh.
Documents, IV, p. 458—462. .8
L1919 MENETI 17,0982 LTI TN YR DY TP PN W SW IIn Low .10
“ H.M.G. have recently decided to waive their right to remain ,588 'ny
in occupation of that portion of cccupied enemy territory administra-
tion east which lies opposite to occupied enemy territory administra.
tion south. The reason which prompted H. M, G. to meodify to this
extent the propesals set forth in the Prime Minister’s aide-memoire
was the imminant danger of a regrettable outburst on the part of the
population of Syria who regarded any alteration in the existing
temporary administrative boundaries as an indication of permanent
changes of a nature calculated to prejudge the decisiong of the Peace
Conference...”.
1920 SRPI 17 A 1P . .7 T nxn eomn Documents, XIII p. 260-—269 .11
Bo3 FORIUARIVIKT OV WP aNSI PO JIDTRNTAT DY ThnvI ompenia nava
DEATD AR W TR (PRI o oX avRYI N VIINTTIMNDY YA
JSUNTTITIAT MBRY B3 ML 1ot Mawinn Twn W PInn Twn DNaona
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P. 261 “The future of Syria must always remain a matter of concern
to H. M. G., more especially that portion of it which lies across the
Jordan to the east of Palestine, ..’ p. 263 “..In the event of the ares
east of Palestine being excluded from the French sphere of control,
there are three possibilities, It may either be regarded as part of the
Hejaz, or as a British mandated territory, or as a part of Feisals
Kingdom in which the French disclaim interest. ..”
DDA DNPwRR YW nweRon apbnan Ny Documents, IV, p. 584585 12
$ 1919 MANETR 12 .2 NN T DRI VI W SY NN myhws nTynd
“... If, however British oil requirements make it impossible to satisfy
the French even at a lower figure than 50 per cent, a suggestion has
been made which might induce the French to waive or lower their
demands, Briefly the suggestion is that the line of division between
the French and British Arab zones under the Sykes-Picot agreement
should be brought down so as to make the southern frontier of the
former conterminous with the northern frontier of the independent
State of the Hedjaz. The western frontier of the French Arab zone
would thus be the eastern frontier of Palestine down to the neigh-
bourhood of Akaba. Apart from the question of oil, the advantages
of this suggestion are : (a) A lever for obtaining the desired modi-
fication of the Sykes-Picot line in regard to the northern frontier of
Palestine. (b) The satisfaction, partial at least, of Arab aspirations
towards unity, and as regards the frontiers of Palestine by eliminating
the division of Feisal’s Kingdom into British and French spheres of
influence. ...

Documents, IV, p. 609 .13
... This latter proposal is understood to be unacceptable because it
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would bring French influence down into Arabia and make it impossible
to link Baghdad and Haifa by a railway and pipeline entirely in
British territory ...
Documents, XIII, p. 295 .14
Public Record Office, W.O, 106 file 198 .15
Documents, XIT1, p. 334 1920 poiRa 7 o9n NP BX SRIAD Y WR phan 16
“..Am deeply convinced that we shall be making grave error of
policy if we do not now include Trans-Jordania in Palestine. .. I
should never advise Government to embark on military adventure, This
is not such. Will Government authorise occupation if there is spon-
taneous formal and public demand from heads of all iribes and

:(334—333 'y ,OW) PRiA0 2nD O mIKRm "MKk prapa distriets concerned ?7
..Jordan line is very bad frontier strategically, economically and
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politically. ... Territory up to Hedjaz railway could be administered
through tribal organisation supervised by two British district Gover.
nors and small staff. ... I suggest Hedjaz railway and sparse popula-
tion eastward being under control of King of Hedjaz if undesirable to
bring within our sphere. ...
L1920 DOIIND 6 OPH PRIND B NP S phan 331 'y LW 17

.. our policy is for this area to be independent but in closest relation
with Palestine. Where is Emir Zeid now ? Is there any prospect of
his being accepted as Emir of the area between Palestine and the
Hedjaz south of Sykes-Picot line ? If so it might be desirable to
negotiate boundaries ete. with him.

Docu‘ments, XIII, p. 337 ,1920 LOIMND 11 DD SRINDY P 5w phan .as
French Government repudiate the suggestion that they are endevour-

ing to extend their influence into the British sphere. This being so,
His Majesty’s Government accordingly opposed to military occupation
of Trans-Jordania. In any case War Office definitely refuse to furnish
troops or undertake responsibility for subsequent commitments
which might result. At the same time His Majesty’s Government fully
recognise the danger of allowing Trans-Jordania to relapse into a
state of anarchy, and agree that any genuine wish on the part of the
inhabitants for British help in local administration should be acceded
to. We fear that the immediate inclusion under the Palestine admi-
nistration as such of Trans-Jordania even within the Meinertzhagen
line might give a handle to Nationalist agitators ~— — —the best
means of securing a genuine and lasting desire for any extension of
British administration towards the East is to give the people of
Trans-Jordania an opportunity of realising gradually the benefits
which this administration will give them.

The first step should be to send a few suitable political officers tfo
such places as Salt and Kerak, provided that no military escorts are
necessary to ensure their safety.

The inclusion of Trans-Jordanian districts in the administration of
Palestine will be more easily effected when the people have had a
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better opportunity of expressing a definite and final desire to accept
not only the advantages but also the obligations of British rule.

343342 'Y oW .19
PEUDOPY MWD L5078 PN LR ROWRRY SURIT N TPOIR LI 138 .20
.2 '0n nBhol ARY

Documents, XIIT, p. 344 ,1920 DDWIRI 26 D1 SRINDY 1199 W puan .21
“His Majesty’s Government have no desire to extend their responsi-

bilities in Arab districts and must insist on strict adherence to the
very limited assistance which we can offer to a native administration
in Trans-Jordania. ... There must be no question of setting up any
British administration in that area and all that may be done at
present is to send a maximum of four or five political officers with
instructions on the lines laid down ...”

3 P01 ,Tenh e .22
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30.9.1920 BYR LIRVSDIXY PR 1P bW vanom ox ok Documents, XIIL, p. 380 .23

1351 v oW
“..In fact H. M. G. are already treating Trans-Jordania as separate
from the Damascus State, while at the same time avoiding any
definite connection between it and Palestine, thus leaving the way
open for the establishment there, should it become advisable, of some
form of independent Arab Government, perhaps by arrangement with
King Hussein or other Arab chief concerned...”

£ 1920 922893 23 OTPH phan 421 my av .24
..due regard will be paid to the wishes of the properly constituted
local authorities regarding their future form of Government,
AaronS. Klieman, : 12550 1R B Db NN DX IR By RWHT *paD Sy .25
Foundations of British Policy in the Areb World: The Cairo Con.
ference of 1921, Baltimore and London 1970,
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Great Britain. War Office, Naval Staff Intelligence Department. .27

A Handbook of Syria, 1919
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$ 1922 99391 10

“... Mr. Philby stated that although the north-east end of the Gulf of

Akabah was technically in the dominions of the King of Hedjaz, the

Emir Abdallah had power from his father, King Hussein, to deal with
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any questions of frontiers arising in that portion of his territory,
as the Akabah district was really part of Syria and. always used to
be considered so....”
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Public Record Office. Cabinet Papers 16/60. Committee of Imperial .30
Defence. Report by Sub-Committee on Situation in Akaba. June 1925;
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n*23 MR L5 mawmn W YW mvnen Public Record Office. CO 733/104 .32
Rakialyh by

Cmd — 2951 .33
Treaty Between His Majesty and His Majesty the King of Hedjaz
and of Nejd and its Dependencies, together with Notes exchanged,

May 19th — 21st 1927.
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“Unless you consider Hedjaz authorities would consent to Akabah
being regarded as the boundary, the Trans Jordan boundary will run
as follows: From a point on Red Sea two miles west of Akaba thence
upward through centre of Dead Sea and River Jordan as far as con-
fluence of Yarmuk and Jordan, letting Trans-Jordania have El Lisan.
Thence upward through centre of stream to the point of the Yarmuk.
124 R 32 A Sheet 5 Palestine Exploration Fund Map. Transjordania
would probably raise strong objections if a boundary other than
centre of the Jordan were adopted....”
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Public Record Office. W.O. 106. File 718

Secret

1.

(Telegram E.A. 1808 of 23.10.18)
The enemy territory occupied by the allied troops of the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force will be divided, for purposes of provisional
military administration, into three areas, each in charge of a “Chief
Administrator” directly responsible in all cases to the Commander-
in-Chief.
The three areas and their Chief Administrators are : —
(a) ““Occupied Enemy Territory (South)’. —
Chief Administrator, — General Sir A. W. Money, K.C.B,,
C.S.1., (British).
Comprises the Sanjaks of Jerusalem, Nablus, and Acre.
(by “Occupied Enemy Territory (North)’. —
Chief Administrator, — Colonel M.A.F.J. de Piepape, (French).
Comprises the Sanjaks of Beirut, Lebanon, Ladikiya and the
town of Beirut; the Kazas of Hasbiya, Rashiya, Jisr es Sha-
ghur, Bay of Antioch, Yeniji Kali, Im Beidan, and Alexand-
retta.
{©) “Occupied Enemy Territory (East)”. —
Chief Administrator, — Ali Riza El Rikabi (Arab).
Comprises all districts East of (a) and (b) above, up to the
northern limits of the Kazas of Jebel Seman and El Bab.
The system of administration will be in accordance with the Laws
and Usages of War as laid down in Ch. XIV, §.8, Manual of
Military Law.
Departures from these principles will not be permitted except
with the approval of the Commander-in-Chief.
As far as possible the Turkish system of government will be con-
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tinued, and the existing machinery of government will be utilized.

3. The Administration will be required to provide for all necessary
government services, and the extent to which these services can be
developed, during the state of war, is left to the discretion of the
Chief Administrator concerned.

4. As far as possible it is desired to retain Turkish administrative
areas, and in this way to utilise existing Turkish records.

5. The Administration of the Ottoman Public Debt will be permitted
to continue its functions, subject to the general control of the Chief
Administrator.

6. The Régie Tobacco Monopoly will likewise continue its functions
under similar conditions.

7. Chief Administrators will communicate with the Commander-in-
Chief through the Deputy-Adjutant General, G.H.Q., to whom all
reports will be addressed.

8. Chief Administrators will submit reports on the general situation
in their areas, by 15th of each month.

9. In view of the fact that the administration is military, provisional,
and without prejudice to future settlement, Chief Administrators
will not underake, except in so far as is necessary for the main-
tenance of security and public order, any political propaganda,
and will not take part in any political controversies.
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Haifa, the 16.8.20
To H. E. the High Commissioner in Palestine
Your Excellency,

I received Your Excellency’s note in which you state that a number
of Sheikhs of the Southern part of the Eastern Zone have asked for
a British Administration, and that the British Government would be
disposed to appoint a small number of Officers to assist the people
to organise their own government, and that Your Excellency will meet

Sxmp S Inohan bw mansn v by ¢
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in Salt the lecading men between Ajlun and Tafile to discuss the
situation.

You mention in your note the Sykes-Picot line, and, as far as I
know, this line passes through Kiswa in the north. Does it mean now
that a new line has been agreed to and a new delimitation for leaving
Hauran in the French Zone of influence ?

Although I have not agreed to the note that Mr. Lloyd George
submitted to the Peace Conference on September 13, 1919, and of
which a copy was sent to the French Government and another to me
as a delegate for Syria, I see no objection to the presence of British
Officers in all the country during my absence : but I do not under-
stand exactly what Your Excellency means by saying “To appoint a
small number of officers to assist the people to organise their own
government”. Does that mean the organization of a new government
permanently separated from Syria politically and in administration,
or is it only a temporary arrangement until the present situation is
clear ? Does it mean that Hauran, which is south of the Sykes-Picot
line, has been left to French occupation and influence. These two points
are of great importance to me and I should be greatly obliged if they
are made clear.

I would also like to bring to Your Excellency’s notice that the
inhabitants of this southern district, including Hauran, are asking for
the organization of a temporary military administration simply to
express their indignation at the French occupation of Damascus on
condition that they be given their former administration when the
French army evacuates the occupied districts. They have, in fact, asked
my approval of the action taken by them. For this reason I sincerely
hope that your going to Salt and the appointment of some officers for
the district will not change anything with reference to the organization
or administraion of frontiers agreed upon since the occupation. 1 also
hope that your intention is that the future of the district will be
the same as it was before the French occupation of the country and
that you personally uphold the repeated promises and conventions of
Great Britain. I am also sure that Great Britain is doing everything
in its power to obtain the evacuation of the Eastern Zone in accord-
ance with the. treaties concluded with Great Britain.

Feisal **

ANV nnnn v
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Public Record Office. W.O. 106 File 198
August 27th. 1920
No. 224,
Very Urgent.

Your telegram No. 110.

Am establishing Camp* at Salt, Kirkbride * under him at Amman,
Brunton® at Kerak, Somerset* at Irbid, another officer under him at
Jerash.® Instructions conform strictly to your telegrams. Would you
sanction one British Officer police experience organise Gendarmerie ?

Three Councils will be formed to exercise governmental authority.
Difficulties of communication and tribal feuds render single council
impossible at present.

What is Southern boundary with Hedjaz ? Desirable to include
Akaba in our zone and Sheikhs who have been here express that
desire.

Unlikely population will continue to pay Ottoman public debt taxes.
Propose estimating revenue collected Palestine customs equitably be-
longing to Trans-Jordania. If share of Turkish pre-war debt charged
to district would debit this revenue. Do you approve ? Have stock of
Egyptian Expeditionary Force postage stamps. Propose issuing sur-
charged Trans-Jordania in Arabic only as temporary measure. May
future Palestine stamp (be sanctioned ? ?) with surcharge or is separate
issue desired.

Abdul Hadi, Feisal’s secretary came to express his own and friends
complete approval of policy embodied in my Salt speech.

DRRP L1 e L
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Uriel Dann, The $ART ONART NWYDY 0MDUMIBT DOIEDR YV DMWSR DM 5
Beginnings of the Arab Legion. Middle Eastern Studies. London 1969,
Vol. 5, pp. 181—191.
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No. 122.

August 31st, 1920

Your telegram No. 224.

British officer to organise gendarmerie sanctioned provided expendi-
ture for their equipment is not involved.

Boundary with Hedjaz not yet defined. You should submit by
despatch further details of your proposals regarding Ottoman debt
and share of customs revenue belonging to Trans-Jordania which we
cannot satisfactorily consider by telegraphic correspondence. Proposals
for Trans-Jordania stamps approved but a separate issue is con-
templated for Palestine eventually.

4 nHL
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¢éem — — Colonel Solomon? pointed out the probable necessity for
the construction of a railway from the south of the Dead Sea to the
Gulf of Akabah, and also the construction of a port on the Gulf.
He suggested that the development of the Southern end of the Dead
Sea might take place simultaneously with the development of the
Northern end owing to the value of distributing to the East, and the
advantages of being able to do so is without having to pay Suez
Canal dues. ...

Colonel Solomon went on to point out the necessity for such a
railway and port to be in Palestine territory, and to be independent
of the future of Transjordania. Maps were examined by the meeting
and Mr. Kirkbride? pointed out that no frontier had ever yet been
delimited either between Transjordania and the Hedjaz or between
Palestine and the Hedjaz. He added that a ‘de facto’ frontier existed
from the south of the Dead Sea which ran up the principal wadi, the
Wadi El Jaib, but no frontier of any sort existed further south or
east and west.
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After discussion it was resolved that a despatch should be sent to
the Colonial Office pointing out the facts of the situation, suggesting
that the Colonial Office should either make an announcement to the
parties concerned that, when the frontiers were delimited, a portion
of the Wadi El Arabah would belong to Palestine, and also a portion
of the coast of the Gulf of Akabah, suitable for the construction of
a Port, between the Egyptian frontier and the Hedjaz frontier would
be allotted to Palestine when the frontiers were finally delimited.

The Director of Commerce and Industry was directed to prepare
the despatch.”
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— — It was further agreed that the development of minerals in land
around the Dead Sea should not be dealt with by the Joint Mining
Board but by the mining branches of the two countries. For this
purpose, the territory of the two countries should be determined by
fixing two points at the northern and southern ends of the Dead Sea.
All Iands to the east to be considered as Transjordanian and all lands
to the west to be considered Palestine. The first, at the northern, of
these two points would be a point in the centre of the river Jordan
at its outlet in the Dead Sea. The southern point would have to be
determined, but it will be fixed as nearly as possible at a point midway
between the south-east and the south-west corners of the sea.



