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N.H:. Imber; ‘How I became a Heretxc The New Era, June 1905, : x4 6
pp. 575—578.

VI anond 3 mwn ghab o T

I. Zangwill, ‘Obituary’, The Jewish Chronicle, 29.10.1909, p. 8 .8



365 HIIAIRT HR Y8R YUNTOPND3 B 2oanen

AUYAT T OTR Y05 INTY DR MR DYD-ET T o~ 22 PIND IR DY
ans PR 5 T manna Broaby IRy wR-mne WY O TIRD - AMDR
L1979 — PR IR BRI DINTIDI POV IR JT P DY mmna vavi
Sy MILONT 1Y VT3 CNRD IRE R manrd o ansy o XNT anmt DX phovi
PAPYY XY ¥ 2R UANY 29 Masg by mian uynwab ona v iR 1Ak
: : SBYRTmY YR Oy
SohUPR IBR — MIART BRI DR MR 1D IRD OnotNBanT Doandnz
Ao Sw a0 Yo Darbn Doandan IR — AU AoYT 1 Tttt bR
LeaInT® W RS MY DOWADAM 120XV ATANSHTT 10 UM vax ooy
DOWTIT BMT ANDONET WK AT YTHYD LIMIR MY MDD wenk- vhx
31990 by PHNOM N21K% L1891 PYMIN ,N™IANTRIZIRY 9AMR XYW MRS "0On
NPT NYATAY CTIRTIRDD YRV 1M 102 M bW oDiamay bRUR MNa
ooy LBy bwomepb ospamab mong Mo 1 W amby mwvDwn
NN IPTAIR DIATIAT NamRD Y0b A1 1 RS 12b amnby Bt
RTIIY 00T 9 STINTIRDO WORYYD P 90w M 1awa »wn ax mnpb
anon Yo WIR AP wR JH. Guedalla T TaYenn Bhaws Danm pondn
ST e RYOIONSY LaameR S nbwrwsn imamd 7aTa MXe g aabn
Lanami M Yup Mt anTnb — shax b2 Sw mwnpn-emph namx Ui Ax

I beg leave to call your attention to a grievous nuisance which
if not instantly put a stop to, most unpleasant measures will have
to be resolved to. I must request you to tell Mr. Imber that no
one is allowed to call at a London Club unless invited. No busi-
ness is allowed [...] Unfortunately I listened to your advice and
gave Imber an agreed £2. The English translation I of course
threw into the fire [...] The Hebrew was so badly written [...]
the least Imber could do was to see there was not one error.®
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H.W. Schneider and G. Lawton, 4 Prophet and Pilgrim, New York, 11
1942; Ph. Henderson, The Life of Laurence Oliphant, London 1956
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Mr. Naphtali Herz Imber is still alive and theorising in Ame-
rica, where he has been contributing to the Medical World an
article upon “The Bacilli in the Talmud”. The ingenuous spe-
culator is always amusing in the audacity of his mis-translations;
nothing daunts him. It is impossible for anyone to invent or dis-
cover anything which Mr. Imber is not prepared to discover (or
invent) in the Talmud.'”
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I. Zangwill, Children of the Ghetto, London 1893, p. 73 13
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The Jewish Standard, 10.4.1890, p. 10 16

The Jewish Standard (Supplement), 3.4.1891, p. 13 17
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I introduce to you the young man Mr. Charles Zunst, the son
of the famous Jargon poet. This son by the law of heredity, has
in his anatomy a vein of that deep mine which we call “poesy”.
As [far as] my own little personality concerns, I have little to
say, but more to write. Why did you not answer my letters? I sup-
pose you are busy too much with novelties.'®
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Wrote to American Israelite refusing to identify Imber with
Pinchas, Imber having brought libel action for 5,000 dollars for
representing him as a conversionist.?

American Israelite*5 10 (Leo Wise) 17 5% nbw Xyw pnomi anona
TSI T MK

Dear Sir,

I am sorry to hear Mr. Imber is giving you trouble, but I don’t
think he is the sort of man to proceed to extremes. I expect you
could easily effect a small financial settlement. If you have really
made an unwarranted statement about him, it seems to me you

“His hair wild in London was well regulated in New York, where he .18
' never failed to call at my hotel” (I, Zangwill, ‘Obituary’)
967 Fremont Avenue, New York City =n nbwip ,7I8D3 112 852 anan .19
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owe him compensation, for the fantastic nature of the man does
not.give one the right to make specific allegations against him if
they are not true and not in the public interest. The alleged re-
lation of Imber (a journalist of whom I know nothing definite)
to my Pinchas does not appear to bear at all on the matter.
A novelist never reproduces life photographically.

The only question is — is Imber connected with the Conver-
sionists? I certainly have seen paragraphs to that effect in your
contemporaries together with denials from him almost tant-
amount to confirmation; if he is connected, you merely did your
duty in warning the public.?*

Jmp57T 1aNs®a M WA 12y IR AN YR 30D amaxn vewn
IO 1OP “BODI NTONY 1R 37113 DJ?.‘)R pYaih s "D iaiinlimintabt b 1073 Rlsisbd
‘ : DMK

Imber is at present in Cincinnati indulging. in the luxury of a
lawsuit against Rev. Dr. Wise, who, it is alleged, has libelled him.
It will not astonish you to learn that he is in want of money ...
you. are one of his assets, since he confidently expects a remit-
tance from you on account of something he has written or.
intends to write and for which you are actually supposed to be
hungry 24

RIT DIT IDOPUTD DOYAX R Mbmm L vwyn bob mameRI H1opoHTa
biba DRT woMom R AN OIPAN PTYoDn OndR RIT KW ANKRAT 1I0n
R Mon en oonyh oy AR hamex nTtinh axn nxkbnl vy mKn
Mst TR YW T MIHR DIRIDAD mpn o KD TIOR3 N 1%y
AN PV AN TR AP SMwa CPvD oy Mwp oy SOMMANT TR
197 oyenb 5195 1o om o3 ebbiB Y DTMava Donount Arcw Avmynt
=anm 952 2 DA SO SNTR AP ARV ANIY PO INDAAY 1D v
MR WD 1D5W IaD I B0 WY IR ava Ak by mbpan
WY PR SV w3 api AXY LONrD MAT DX Ounn Y1 SMiw spina
DOATRY TTWRD MRS DRI NpRd NIbn 2hy avap

The story was told of him [Imber] that when a certain actor,
who was slated for the-role of Pinchas in a Yiddish dramatization

JSUIIRT HOIR L1803 NARNTA 197 AndR .23

JOMYAINT MO L1894 IRTIADI 87R ANOR 24

1. Cohen; ‘The Centenary of Imber’, The Jewish Obesrver and .25
, Middle Bast Review, V {1956), No, 5 (28.12), p. 15
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of Zangwill’s novel, and who sedulously studied Imber’s personal
mannerisms. and tricks of speaking, appeared one evening in the
poet’s favounte cafe on the East Side. Imber in a frenzy of anger
and pique hurled a salt cellar at him. Imber’s best proof to. his
own mind, that Zangwill had not meant him was that the novelist
had often helped him pecuniarily.?®

,(Amanda Katie) “0»p JTIRAR V1T OV 20X o oo MY PRIV
TO°0% DN MY Dpvom Suian XS nop nbya Nanamn DTIRIE NYIpTeR
MEMYR DIRST RRY IR%2AT 1Tt TWDI? DMYIND 10w ,ﬂ‘?N XY N
“brnbepb X3 manRy 0bm DeXwein YT 1900 Mw nbwa .anoaT nMmna
by DMAIRTD anD vewm e p1opb Yoy aaaahio vowRw anpna D
SITTED DR o7 BYY W mwRang
Imber has this week come out of the West, leaving Mrs. Lochin-
var ** at-home of course and ready for another so soon as I “‘write
him. a divorce” which -protesting. I will not do, he says, vy?
I shipped him to the Jewish encyclopaedia with a strong hint that
he might be useful in. Hebrew poetry and causal things besides. He
has discovered that he cannot be Melchitzedek Pinchas because of
the latter’s reference to the great national poet, Imber. I thought
the touch charming.?®

SERININET W DR LMD TTINARD 2 TrIpn (1900) Grog st PR o
CAVUR T Ynp

AP0 POID BpHIND WORYNZ AN SY buuans ponpw abwnn atvpin
b imnTa motiEn Mo by yeams R 0037 DNmna ManeR by R
LW oInen nTAIwE R0 DY 5 ARt SrowrrS Inais we weRn
DITIND MO MIANT NPDTNT DR DX N K7 DI DAt 9a0) X
5 DX P omemt R (Villon) [PV OURmON DR OMIDN DUMIMART JorTien
STOP Y OTAMNR D M KW DIDLIT ARMIN W W omivmaam mbyan
NYhY mameR S nvbin DwpanD 0T MY ARV O F2973 76K
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Max J. Herzberg, Tn Memoriam: Imber’, American Hebrew, 6.9.1909 .26
pp. 459—460
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, - Zangwill, ‘Obituary’ .28

E: Silberschlag, Naphtali Herz Imber’, - 1 51%9 , 093100 0 12 5% 2ovmp 1273 .28
AVAIY Y om manR b ovrnx  Judaism; 5(Spring 1956), pp.- 147148
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Thirty-five years ago I left my native land because I refused to
believe in the Olam Hatohu. But T must confess that I have be-
come a strong believer in it... For thirty-five years I was a roll-
ing stone (and 1 am still), and I have not yet gathered the moss
of wisdom. I have held converse with the unspeakable Turk, as
well as with the talkative Arab. I have wandered through the
tents of Shem, and through the shanties of the sons of Ham.
1 have mingled with the gay children of France, as well as with
the phlegmatic Sons of Albion. I have seen different nations and
have sojourned in many countries — and what have I seen? an
Olam Hatohu — a World of Confusion, where shadow-like beings
are shifting and drifting — jostling each other without aim or
purpose.
What are we; after all, but shadows and silhouettes, reflecting
a something which is nothing? **

o7IKRI Mov L (Semel) Ymp 1 Ta @M L1911 CRBA 1 OTIRND AN .30
MRt Ao . (Blutreich) oapiva 17 (Barondess)
.578 Yy (6 '1157?‘1 LR3phY) MBIDY SN TR TR 373 IRY L3

Panm oD ,2°N0% Yauw An1 Bv B P A3MPTNPn 0735 RRYY M onbn

NOT YW AV 70T R 2 1WA 1PN YD owp XD XM N0 LUINONT noMY Y10

AR P PAIR 12300 oyv by '117:’(27’? XA 1D 07 IR LLOVATIR DAY 010
SO0V IR TN WA



371 PMAIRT PR TR PA YhEs YD nanon

14 Brunswick Square {Brighton)!
[c. June 1888]*
My dear Zangwill —

I must commence with your finale. I am very sorry to read from
your last lines that you are also not happy. For my little heart beats
so warm for friendship and I consider you as the only friend which
has been left to me. I thank 'you for the advice, I lived so 33 years,?
but now I can not. The idea what has become of me and what will
be my end hunted me day and night. I am obliged to give you a little
hint of the reason why I left Mr. Oliphant ®* (I have Mr. Smidt as a
witness that my narration is true). When he [Oliphant] begun his work
“Scientific religion” * he ordered me to draw up a sketch of the his-
toire of the divine word. I passed silence about Christ he ask me why?
As he regard him as the great Jewish rabbi. I answer that in my opinion
he did not exist {why] therefore do I have to allot to him a role in
sacred histoire word by word. I gave him notice. When he ask me

TURDD AN193) PYNIAZ MR 707 1888 121 2270 1 7D YapNn A IWPD TWD .1
PRY DY DMIDIR L(@HUITR DSIRDIT TID0R IR LN TMY L 1RR SR
N2TR TARR SIVAIND ¥OMT MAD 1887 MANXTY WY M AN IN0A2 M M
TIRD 15X MR ®D TaRTR YW anon DIw3 ARG W IXE 19 TR Y by
' KT 20 Yon

APYPNRY R (185572 -THN MAMRY T ,1I91 RWT Y 2NONY ShApw TTWNT AR .2
L5MONY R L DEPET Na0R ST I PIARTITY 3 ANY T nIw amTa
L Cohen, :7m377% K9 .195672 1T 90K DTS OXAT MY DR 357 Y
‘The Centenary of Imber The Jewish Observer and Middle East
‘Review, V (1956), No. 5 (18.12), p. 15
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L. Oliphant, "Scientific' Religion; or higher possibilities of life and 4
" practice through the operation of natural forces, London 1888
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where I will go I replied to england. He told me that he knows the
english Jewish better that they have no feeling for Jewish knowledge.
Indeed so it was when I came here first with an application to the
Anglo Jewish sending them my book ® to pay for help in my need.
My book has been returned to me and the stupied Lovy wrote a
strong letter.®

I was starving 6 month which is now the consequence of my bodily
illness; Had I an idea that there are plenty of Israel’s children which
bring into their houses Christmas trees. I should not sacrifice my
existenz for the non existenz of Christ. Yes I was a fool but an honest
one. My leaving Dr. Lepasius was a more curious. As the son. in law
of the Bishop of Jerusalem he was a pious Christian in spite that I
denied the existenz of Christ we have lieved like brothers. Besidez
Board and lodging I had 4 shilling daily which in the Orient means as
my 10 now weekly.” Once we spoke...®

I

[c. July 1889]

Sir,
By not publishing my letter to the violent attack upon me* it is an
heaven crying unjustice I will not more to do with an ungreatful edi-

EwphY WDID YPID WR LI PRIP (1886 TRUWITYIR) NWRMNT RPI2 5
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: 193102 /1% ,preawn 3%ak-%n
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"Iy TA0M N NY NSATY WY LAPY DNty pmuinea pol X9 o3 1O
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tor#-1 was your servant your contrlbutor there is’ the Thank It wdl
become known to all. ’

Please send me the manuscript of the leaves ® with the help of better
people I will publish them. your treatment [of me] was, [a]s one of ‘the
working men observed, very bad. jeshurun vaxed fat and kiked* I
regret very much that I did vast time and money for your pages:

Yours Imber

LI
14 Brunswick Square
[c. October 1889}
My dear Zangwill!

first of all I beg you to do a favour to a poor man Mr. Vermuth.
he is in a very missarable condition he want from you a few lines in

the paper on his behalf I trust in your kindness that you will do it.
What is the matter with my little book? ' T wrote to the printer I
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was invited by the Chief Rabbi ? twice, I have received by him a pound
for my book, Barkai® I am very unrest. The idea [of] what will be
my end inspired me to grief — I am working on some articles. for a
magazine The editor agreed to my condition of corection* — My
stomach is in very bad position please I beg you to give “The Tal-
mud and the moral” >
I hope dear Zangwill
that you are all right
with best wishes
Yours faithful
Naphtali Herz Imber

v

14 Brunswick Square
[c. October 1889]

My dear Zangwill —
first T thank you very much for your kindness by sending me The
‘American Israelite Now I appeal to your good. heart to be so good
and to tell the printer-to set up my little pamphlet.-I wrote him twice
and no answer, please do it for me I will pay, I can sell here a ot of it.

pin mr oy =op Talmud' (The Jewish Standard, 30.9.1889, p. 4)
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I am so cast down my old stomach pain® in one side, my mental un-
rest on the other side. I wish that my staying shall be in London
— I have no joy at all — T expect news from Blackwood he knows
me well.? write to me please the reason why my answer to Mr Davis’
Monk and Nun question was not published.? -

Dear Zangwill please not to vorgett the printer — in such a state
of mental grief I do not recollect since the death of Mrs Oliphant *
I do not know myself what it is — if you will I can send you some-
thing about “Judaism on the Seaside”. If you can spare for me some
Hebrew papers I will be much obliged to you. I will thank you also if
you kindly can do for the poor man Mr Vermuth he is very modest and
meek humble and in need — how is Alter Lazinsky?® Poor Kadima what
tombstone, can 1 write? “West” is not “East”.® The Chronicle [is]
like the wretched women who called [a spirit from] the grave for King
Saul (I mean Saul Wochl) with a lot of lies. I wonder how people dare
to forge the histoire — I hope next to read that the new mayor elect
is a descendant from Zerubabel. why not? * The Chronicle knows my
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Cabbalisticle narration will contain 70 pages. —* Your advice to be
in the [fresh] air — if you should know what a sort the seaside visitors
are, lame sinners, old Ladies out of fashion, stupied children that is
all what I can meet on the Westpier a good outlook for the servants
of heaven, not for me
What news else? pain in stomach and 4 pound in pocket, grief in
heart, a nice outlook in the battle of life. More I will not trouble you
much by having to read a long letter I remain.
yours faithfully
Mr. Israel Zangwill, Naphtali Herz Imber

fc. November 1889]
14 Brunswick Square
My dear Zangwill,

-T am so happy I am in a delirium of joy. what a nice little book very
nice indeed.® Write to me please what people say about it. I think to
start. with other topics such as Labor and Wages 2 and others. I will
send- one to the Pastor Lloyd and to other friends ® — The first sub-
scriber [of my book] will be the Chief Rabbi.* 1 will send to Mr. Glad-
stone one asking him his opinion 3 —

I am so full of joy that I can not keep my mind on writing I greet
you with a silent salute

Yours very-truly
1. Zangwill Esq. . N. H. Imber
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14 Brunswick Square
[c. November 18891
My dear Zangwill, '
Thank you very much for all your kindness.” I have sold § copies
for three shillings.! I hope to make business. thank you for the Ha-
vatzelett There is also a letter from Bagdad which I will send ‘it to
you, it is a lamentation.? I shall be perfect happy when my leaves shall
commence again?® Because now they begins to be interesting.

How are you? What of Mr. Lazinsky? ¢+ ‘has Mr Vermuth found a
sitnation? how is your brother? % ‘ :

My compliment to the common printer.® I am not a little well but
is my stomach again I am still in the delirium of joy — —-— — Next
post more. be also happy Yours truly. ‘

' N H Imber
Israel Zangwill Esq.
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vii
14 Brunswick Square
fc. November 1889]
My dear Zangwill,

I am now in heaven I wish I could make all the people on earth
happy as I am now. I regret only your absence to go with me to the
Grand Hotel for a drop. Only the one living God knows how my
heart’s beating warmly for you. Thank your kind friend for the Ane-
rican Israelite why he writes Degel Ye'shurun and not Jewish Stan-
dard? * T think brother Jonathan? ought to understand English.

When you think will be the end of our globe? I think never, it is
everlasting as its maker — so the other day I gave the answer to a
biblicle fool whose eyes are looking in the future and is shortsighted
in the present — how is your health? my stomach is always revolting.
the “‘elixir of life from the other side of the big river will calm him —
[me?] when kind friend will be it [be] ready? ® 1 wish you happiness
of life from my deepest heart

Yours truly.
Naphtali Herz Imber
Israel Zangwill Esq.

Vi
14 Brunswick Square
[November 1889]
My dear Zangwill,
Just I have posted a letter with a copie of my book for Mr Montagu *
I told him that T am capable for the post of Magid ? should I not
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be accepted. then I do not know what my end will be. I have aged con-
siderable, I have no hope more and-the idea what ‘will be my future?
occupied my mind day and night. Every day brings me néw griefs and
trouble. My outlook is very ‘gloomy: I lost my believe in Men of course.
You can not enter into my feelings Nothing harms me [any] more.
1 ask you as I suppose that you perhaps are the only friend to me
what shall I do? 1 do not want consolation I need adivce — 1 only
wonder how a little heart of a ill human being can bear all the pain
and ‘not burst into millions of pieces — 1 am a great sufferer’ I have
done the best to harm myself but in vain.
- I curse the day that T was born —
My latest [last?] greeting
Naphtali Herz Imber

IX
14 Brunswick Square
[c. December 1889]
Dear Zangwill!

I have overcome the fire baptism I mean my first English adress?
thanks to my cheek. yes the talmud say cheek helps even against the
Allmightly. I have been elected to address them also next about “Mo-
‘ney”.? The Lord Mayor send me a nice little letter with his visit card.
Mr. Oppenheim went too far.® I can only tell you what the talmud say
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that no man claims the highest position of life till he is vergiven all his
sinns and many Rabbis of the Talmud they often niglect the law for
curtfesy] sake ¢+ — Mr Bejfus lost his daughter. send him a condolenz.
1 do not know the day of my return — what is the difference between
me and the rabbis? they address in jargon and I in English —% am I
not fit to be a Magid in the East [End]? a little orthodoxy I can bor-
row by Mr. Zimer.® and so I am according the wish of S. Montague *
Many thanks why did the papers not mention my booklet?
I am writing and my mind is in heaven. I do not know myself what
I am writing the account will be a splendid one.® has the poor man
find a situation? * — sometimes I am sorry and sometimes happy. My
stomach makes progress in health Many thanks Many thanks
and compliment to Mr Vecht *° how is he?
Yours truly
Naphtali Herz Imber
Israel Zangwill Esq.

14 Brunswick Square
[c. December 1889]

My dear Zangwill,
first of all I wish a hapy new yar. secondly 1 make you known
that I found Telephone in the Talmud * Thirdly, I appeal to your heart
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if it is not trouble for you that you-may be:so good to pubhsh my
poem.? -
iv. 1 want to know about you.
v. please send me last paper ®
vi "My mental state is badly increasing.
vii- let'me kindly know what become of the poor fellows *
viii why did neither Mr Vecht > nor Mr Hamburger answered my
letters?
ix why Jewish papers did not mention my book while they fill
many pages -about a great Meshumed or Hiene? ¢
Montague is a humbug *
Zimer ® wrote me a cardful of cabbalistic nonsense I wish an end
to my mental state
Yours truly
Naphtali Herz Inmtber

X1
14 Brunswick Square
[c. January 1890]
My dear Zangwill
my cost for first wire 3s 3d the others 6d each.” I will send you some
interesting reminiscences about him.?
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Dr. Herman *.seems- not to reconize our paper.* To the -[Jewish]
Chronicle’s reporter he gave more information. let him feel by the
election.? In my poem I gave a hint about the coming struggle as I say:
“True shepherd to whom thou lefts thy flock?” ¢ Mrs Adler? thanked
me with tears for the poem. The reporting ® [of the Jewish Standard]
is the best from all the papers:so.she said. I wrote the poem in haste
without a bit of inspiration, -what doés the public think about-it?: Fior,?
the ex-dress maker, is a gentleman who understands his native language
and-that is all. he is living since 2 years here in 2 rooms doing nothing.
Gaster 9 protects him and the Anglo-Jewish pocket s open for him —

dear friend I must confess that I am very ill, T am afraid my lungs
are atacked I amr nearly tired of- life. life is not worth living. .- Thanks
for the influence.

Tell Mr and Mr Vecht my compliments I wish him better.

With greeting.

Yours truly
Naphtali Herz Imber

X1
14 Brunswick Square
[c. January 1890]
My dear Zangwill,

You are not a business man for you did made a mistake and you
sent me more than I spend my expenses was 4 shillings and 9 pence and
you sent me 6 shilling T will with thanks return the stamps if you will
not ‘be offended.
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Many thanks to you, my compliments to Mr Vecht: Is. he all right?
I.am still under the disciplin of the doctor and the Chemistic Kit-
chen? ‘
Many thanks and best wishes I remain yours faithful
~ N H Imber

X111
14 Brunswick Square
[c. January 1890]
My dear Zangwill
I hope you will be satisfied with my work of this week * what you
wrote why I wire? because I thought to let you know what was im-
portant as the post ‘arrangement is not so good.? I post after ten then
you can have [my work]-at 6 in the night. Will Herman succeed?
I think not, peoples feeling against him®* I am now like King David
in his old age I can not get warm. I spend my money and my time in
the bath.* Write me please. how is Mr Vecht. Is he gett better?
Much greeting
Yours faithful
Naphtali Herz Imber
Brighton Guazette® appear today to morrow you will have it.

X1V
- 14 Brunswick Square
[Early Feb., 1890]
My dear Zangwill,
If you mention me in moror * please do not sent the satiricle arrows
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in the role:of Cupido, I mean love. I only told it to you-as my-friend.
I will. now tell' you more about the matter: It is not a lady, only & nice
young girl with born mother wit and poeticle feelings. It is a little con-
solation tome in such a state as I am now’ (Besides I'never was an
Adonis)’that one of the fair sex have a kind feeling for me. she pro-
mised me a poem I will send it to you. My dear friend I am suffering
for more than 3 months that I did not tell you was for many reasons:
the first T saw you in pain and I would not put my [pain] as an addition
to- {yours]. The second I will tell you face to face since [you] know (by
the letter: of Mr Vecht) he does the best to help me. I am now coming
from the best doctor of here. he declared that I have reumatic in my
back and a liver illness,? a'good jobfor the chemist.

=1 now allways grieve what a fool I.was to leave Oliphant this I see
and feel it every Moment.® T-am coming the 9 of March. I'dropped just
‘4 few lines ‘to the Times *:please give in- the coming -events my paper
about money which T will read next sunday 9 February here® The
little girl was the only person which cheered my desolate heart in this
Winter season! That 1 am writing so much is' I want occupation. Mrs
Adler ¢ is very poorly. How is Mr Vecht? send me please:the address
of Oswald Simon.” I will send him my “Topics™® Federation and
United they are stirring to help their poor brethern in the East, the
former with a Rav the latter with a big worship place® and not a
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bit will be done with both to benefit them, for Rav’s sermon can not
satisfi the hungry stomach of the foreigner nor can the big synagogue
give shelter to the homeless stranger. Those are the principle evils of
the east [End] that I have seen there. if I can get [these things] printed
the rich might take a lesson and the conseqence would be that our
Charitable Institutions might undergo a transformation. To my mind
all is a humbug. £300™ pound to spend and 1 shilling not to pay a
poor poet for his two books.

O Montague Humbug

Who will be our next headless head? * I should recommend Reve-
rend Devil only he alone is able to keep ** such a lot of humbugs

many thanks yours

faithful

N.H. Imber

XV

[c. February 1890]
My dear Zangwill

Thanks for Punch, but T am able to provide Punch Judy* and glop-
per with rabbinicle mustard for a round calendar year. why do you
advocate Herman’s candidature? > He is not an eminent Talmudist,
a bad Hebraist and after all a big humbug Have you read The Jewish
Society about him? Indeed very clever and truthful.?

I am going to write the Histoire of the rabbinate I send you my dear

£20,000°, The Jewish Stamdard,)  mop™ *7 03 11115 W] TIR LOWA 101
ANDN3 2P VN AT KT NDIST N2 nnRn w3 .(10.1.1890, p. 6
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friend my paper, select the best of it. I took another room my former
room has caused me my illness. 1 am still the same I do the best to
cheer me I .do not spare money for the sake of my health.

O friend my feelings are very bitter. I wish the address of Simon*
please. I have succeed yesterday. When you have select from the paper
please to return it to me for I need it on friday night to read for Mr
Bejfus. I have many things to tell you when I am coming still that
I remain

Yours faithful
Naphtali Herz Imber

XVI

14 Brunswick Square
[c. February 1890]
14 Brunswick Square
My dear Zangwill

Many thanks, Your joke is worthly of] a punch® You are a great
painter ‘To whom? this Vallentine excellent?

I will give the readers a hard smite, ask how many suicides
happen among our race? (I mean from the time of Moses till the close
of the Talmud) In a satiricle poem termed “a wonderful nuptial” 1
bave counted them.

Many good wishes I shorten my letter as my girl is waiting for me,
yours faithful

N. H. Imber
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14 Brunswick Square
[c. February 1890]
My dear Zangwill

How do you like my paper? Mrs Adler? is very ill nobody is allowed
to visit her She has influenza. I am longing for the 9 of March to. see
you and London again.

It is Wensday evening —

I do not feel any relief my spirit goes low and lower now. The
ignorant and hypocrit Gaster is enjoying his honeymoon ? while I am
cast down it makes me excited. This rubbish English Judaism, down
with it — Elkan Adler told to the faithful servant “if my brother
succeed to become Chief Rabbi you will also have a share of it -—
beastly people they treat religion as a business — Humbugs are they
all it was not an influenza at all that she did carried them away* —
¥ fight my battle till the last ~ Many Compliments yours faithful

N. H. Imber

XvIil

fc. April 1890]

My dear Zangwill
I have no paper at hand therefore I drop a few lines on a Christmas
card * sent to me by a Jew (what an ironie) Please send me the names
and dates of the paper, how you like the article? > My body is very
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low so my spirit. Next lecture®.. again. my sister lost her property
in firet

Tell Mr. Vecht not to lose hope?®

Mr Bejfus ask in a letter if its true that all the papers copied.® What
hecome of Mrs Spigel poor creature?

Since I am here I have 3 love letters from a girl but my mental pain
.prevent me from paying attention to her. I live in the future a lost
career and a trial of life. How is Mrs Vecht? How are your parents *
Idry up it is 12 o clook. Yours

N. H. Imber

XIX1?
My dear Zangwill ,

I am coming on the 4th without any benefit except that I found a
kind and faithful heart.2 1 am writing the histoire of the Rabbinate
I know you will not publish it for Herman’s sake so I will send it
to the Jewish Society to give him a taste of mine.* The love letters, I
can not depart from them I will give you them when I arrive. I can
tell you that she has kept me alive. She is so clever, so good more
than the stupid Dr Gaster’s half meat* I am very ill if my illness
will not disappear I do not know how long I have to be alive. I wish
that Mr Vecht shall succeed in his undertaking, he is a good one and
deserves a better fate.” I am now coming from my girl T spend every
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night an hour with her walking along Kings Road. Cupido is hunting
and Luna smiles and I drink from a corall cup — her lips the nectar
the kisses : :

Much greeting and plenty good wishes yours faithful

N. H. Imber

P/S I fixed up in my mind to send you the love letters I am send-
ing at present one of them what is your opinion about the whole matter?
O friend it is fiction, life is sweet only man makes it-misserable.

14 Brunswick Square
Dear Sir
I send you a present a book from Longfellow
What I want is to write me honestly and truly why do you not publish
more my leaves? *
I will be very thankful to you.

Yours truly
N. H. Imber
I. Zangwill
XX1
The Brownies
328 Bowery
Cor. Bond Street
New York
fc. 1904]

My dear Zangwill
Mr Rosenberg * presses me very hard and he is right, but T am help-
less as a babe. I think on Friday I will be in the “Beth Israel Hospital”
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for misery likes company and its company makes my life bitter. T will
be treated on nose, ear and throat troubles, and as an American T am
one of them which means a dispeptic. Please do not forget your pledge.
In order you shall have an idea of my book, I mail you one of my
poems written before the outbreak of the war a year ahead. The
English is my own.? I will also print your translation of the ,Mishmar
Hajordan”?* and two English translations of the “Ha Tikva”* The
book is dedicated to the Micado, the avenger of Kishenev’s blood.
I hope soon to hear from your Preface® and as T am going to the
Hospital please address ¢/o “Jewish Daily News,” 18th East Broadway
City
With salutation to you and your wife,® I remain yours truly
Naphtali Herz Imber
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