The Ivory Seal of šlm (Son of) klkl, Discovered at Ramat Raḥel
Author(s): Oded Lipschits
Source: Israel Exploration Journal, Vol. 61, No. 2 (2011), pp. 162-170
Published by: Israel Exploration Society
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/23214238
Accessed: 14-09-2017 12:02 UTC
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide
range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and
facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at
http://about.jstor.org/terms

Israel Exploration Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access
to Israel Exploration Journal

This content downloaded from 132.66.11.212 on Thu, 14 Sep 2017 12:02:54 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

The Ivory Seal of slm (Son of) klkl,
Discovered at Ramat Rahel*
Oded Lipschits

Tel Aviv University

ABSTRACT: This paper presents an ivory seal, discovered during the sixth excava
tion season at Ramat Rahel (August 2010), with a heretofore unknown name in the
corpus of Judahite names: slm (son of) klkl. The name written on the upper register
— Sallüm (or Sii lem) — is one of the most popular names in the Hebrew epigra
phy, but the name in the lower register — Kalkôl — appears on only three other
seal impressions and one bulla from the antiquities market; this is the first to be

found in an excavation.

A careful study of the technical details of the seal may shed light on the scarcity
of ivory seals in Judah and may suggest that the local Judahite artisans had difficul
ties with the unique characteristics of this expensive and infrequent raw material in
the process of creating seals.

INTRODUCTION

On august 18,2010, during the sixth excavation season at Ramat Rah

ivory seal with a heretofore unknown name in the corpus of Judahit
discovered. It was found in a clear stratigraphical context and was we
This is the first Iron Age seal to be discovered at the site, after the d

* This research was conducted with the support of the Manfred Lautenschl
I would like to thank Prof. David S. Vanderhooft, Prof. Nadav Na'aman, Prof.
Benjamin Sass, Prof. Rainer Albertz, Prof. Ran Zadok, Prof. Yuval Goren and Prof.
Othmar Keel for their valuable comments and assistance concerning the interpretation
and understanding of this seal. Responsibility for any misunderstanding or mistake is,
of course, mine alone. I would also like to thank Ido Koch for his assistance at various
stages of the writing of this paper. Joachim Vette assisted me by editing the paper,
completed in Heidelberg, with the friendly hospitality of Prof. Manfred Oeming at the
Faculty of Theology. My thanks are extended to Pavel Shrago, who photographed the
seal, and to Rodica Penchas, who prepared the drawings, both from the Institute of
Archaeology, Tel Aviv University.

l The excavation project is directed by Oded Lipschits and Manfred Oeming and is
conducted under the auspices of the Institute of Archaeology, Tel Aviv University, and

the Theological Seminary (Wissenschaftlich-Theologisches Seminar), Heidelberg
University. The excavation staff includes Yuval Gadot (field director), Benjamin
Arabas (architecture) and Liora Freud (registration). For early summaries of the exca

vation results, see Lipschits, Oeming, Gadot and Arabas 2006; 2009; Lipschits,
Gadot, Arabas and Oeming 2010; 2011.

/Ε/61 (2011): 162-170 162

This content downloaded from 132.66.11.212 on Thu, 14 Sep 2017 12:02:54 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

IVORY SEAL OF SLM (SON OF) KLKL DISCOVERED AT RAMAT RAHEL

over 700 stamp impressions on jar handles from the late Iron Age as well as from
the Persian and Early Hellenistic periods, making the site of Ramat Rahel the
'capital' of stamped jar handles in Judah.
Twenty of the many stamped handles excavated at Ramat Rahel belong to the

so-called 'private' stamp impressions because of their formula, which reads:
'(belonging to) PN (the son of) PN' (Aharoni 1956: 145; 1962: 16, 44; 1964: 32,
60; Lipschits 2008; Lipschits and Koch, forthcoming). Most of the names discov
ered at the site have known parallels in seals uncovered at Lachish, at other sites
destroyed by the Assyrians in 701 BCE, or at Jerusalem.2 Some unique types
were, however, discovered at Ramat Rahel (Lipschits 2008; Lipschits and Koch,
forthcoming). These finds, together with various architectural, administrative and
other finds, demonstrate the importance of Ramat Rahel as an administrative
Judahite centre, probably for the collection of agricultural products, especially
wine and oil jars that were produced, stamped and filled elsewhere. The new seal
is the first administrative find that points to the administrators who served and
functioned at this site.

Furthermore, this new ivory seal should be assigned to the large group of 'pri
vate' seals and stamp impressions known today, most of which were found within
the borders of the Kingdom of Judah. Most of the 'private' stamp impressions on
jar handles should be dated to the late eighth century BCE (Lipschits, Sergi and

Koch 2010: 22-27), but many other 'private' seals and bullae, as well as some
exceptional stamped jar handles, were in use until the destruction of the kingdom
in 586 BCE.

In most cases, 'private' seals (or stamp impressions) have two written regis
ters, a single-line border, and one or two horizontal separation lines. In fewer than
10% of the finds, an emblem appears on the top of the seal, above the two written
registers.3 An emblem below the written registers is very rare,4 and an emblem
between the two written registers, instead of the double-line field divider, is even

more infrequent,5 as well as an emblem both above and below the written
registers6 or next to it.7 In this regard, the new seal also displays a unique phenom
enon, since all the letters were engraved on the left side of the seal (the right side

of the stamp impression), leaving an unused space of about a third of the space of
the front side of the seal. This differs from most of the seals, on which the letters
2 For a complete list of the types and actual finds of the 'private' stamped jar handles,

see Lipschits, Sergi and Koch 2010: 22-27.
3 See, e.g., WSS nos. 5, 11, 16, 19,25,30,57,82,84,87, 113, 127, 143, 144, 163, 166,
180, 181, 194, 202, 215, 227, 238, 240, 246, 247, 263, 272, 273, 324, 329, 346, 385,
386; Ornan et.al. 2008: 118, no. 1, and fig. 4 on p. 119.
4 See, e.g., WSS nos. 8, 13, 17, 24, 29, 86, 119, 310, 315, 394.

5 See, e.g., WSS nos. 35, 287.
6 See, e.g., WSS no. 279.
7 See, e.g., WSS nos. 15, 45; Reich and Shukron 2009: 358-359.
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were equally spread along the written lines. A possible explanatio
further light on the production process of seals and explain why th

preferred to use stone, rather than ivory or bone, as the raw materia
From the 31 'private' seals discovered in archaeological excavations,8
made of stone of various types and quality Only two were made of b

and Davis 2000: 110; Oman et al. 2008: 118, no. 3), and only one other
of ivory (Ornan et al. 2008: 118, no. 2). In the corpus of 399 seals pu
Avigad and Sass (most of which came from the antiquities marke
unknown origin), fewer than 10% were made out of bone, and only
suspected of being of ivory. This new seal is an important addition to
and a good example of the difficulties that this expensive and rare r
caused for the Judahite artisans in the process of the production of se
THE SEAL

The seal (fig. 1) was discovered under a level of white crushed limestone
tuting the floor of the courtyard of the edifice.9 This floor is part of the

phase of the edifice, dated to no earlier than the late seventh centu
(Lipschits, Oeming, Gadot and Arubas 2009: 7; Lipschits, Gadot, Aru
Oeming 2010: 64-70; 2011: 20-34).

The pottery excavated together with this seal is part of a fill, which inc
mixture of late eighth- and seventh-century BCE types, as is the case in
other locations under the same pavement as well. Since the seal was exca
part of the fill, we may conclude that it was discovered out of its original
as part of the material brought to this location from the immediate surro
sometime in the second half of the seventh century BCE.
The ivory seal is oval (1.4 cm. long; 1.2 cm. wide). The width of its profi
6 mm. on average; a hole in its rear, along the long side of the seal, was p
intended to thread a cord, allowing the seal to be hung around the neck.

Execution of the Design

A single-line border around the front side of the seal, less than 1 m. from the

along nearly its entire perimeter, was carefully engraved in a single con

line, with a kind of angle in only one place (the lower left side). This sing

border becomes broader on the left side of the seal; it approaches the upp

8 26 'private' seals, discovered in excavations, were mentioned in WSS; three ad
ones were discovered in the Mamilah tombs (Reich 1994; Reich and Sass 2006)
two in the City of David (Reich and Shukron 2009).
9 Reg. no. 7986/1, found in AreaD-3 Square D-128, Locus 121971. Ido Koch (Inst

of Archaeology, Tel Aviv University) was the area supervisor, assisted by

Layard (Drew University, Madison NJ) and Carly Crouch (Cambridge Univers
The seal was discovered in situ by Carly Crouch in the course of excavations.
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Fig. 1. Seal: a) front view; b) impression; c) rear view; d) side view

of the seal and stops along its upper right side, leaving a gap of approximately
4 mm. without a border line. It can be assumed that it was engraved from the
centre of the upper side in a counter-clockwise direction, and that the artisan had
probably hit a hard spot in the piece of ivory (still visible on its upper right side),
which prevented him from completing the border line around the entire perimeter.

The direction of the engraved line, slipping out of the border line, is still visible.
At this spot, the colour and varnish of the ivory's surface is different. This proba
bly also accounts for the attachment of the three letters engraved in the upper
register to the left side of the seal.

The letters and the double-line field divider were clearly engraved after the
engraving of the border line, since they intrude into it in several instances. The
double-line field divider was probably engraved from the left side, exactly from
the border line, and it breaches the border line on the right side. The 'tail' of the
third letter on the lower register (d) breaches — and even crosses — the border
line in its lower part; the second letter in the upper register C?) breaches it in the
upper part; and the additional line to the right of the upper register breaches both
the upper part of the border line and the upper line of the field divider — a clear
indication that it is later.
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Between the two lines of the double-line field divider (11.5 mm
of 13 inverted triangles are engraved. There are no other known
with this simple pattern. The largest triangles (the fifth from th

fourth from the left) are 1 mm. wide, nearly double the width of the

gles, especially the three to the right. It may be that the number

planned before the seal was engraved and the artisan, who started
the left side, made the last three triangles much smaller in orde
required number.

Decoration of the space between the double-line field divider is
although not very common. In many seals, the field dividers th
engraved as biconcave lines with lotus (and pomegranate?) ends.1
ably the concept underlying the unique biconcave double-line fie
very schematic lotus-flower ends ( WSS no. 83), and the divider
crossed lines with a dot in the centre and pomegranates at both

233). In many seals the lines are eliminated, replaced by a sc

combined with a central dot, one or few short vertical lines at both si
and schematic lotus buds at both sides.11

In some cases there is a third line between the double-line field dividers;12 in
other cases, a dot or dots were added as decoration to the double-line field divider

( WSS nos. 39, 239, 275, 390; Reich and Sass 2006: 313-314, no. 1). In two cases
( WSS nos. 94 and 378), the double line was doubled and dots added between the
two double lines (cf. no. 356). The best parallel to the ivory seal discovered at
Ramat Rahel is a 'wall model' combined of one or two more fine horizontal lines

between the field dividers and many small vertical lines, forming the image of a
built wall.13 A more abstract type of this 'wall model', with only small vertical
lines between the double-line field dividers, appears as well.14
The two lines engraved as part of the second and third letters in the upper regis

ter (the "? and the n) breach the upper line field divider in two places. The
continuation of the engraving line is still visible in the upper part of the sixth
inverted triangle from the right, a clear indication that the field divider and the
10 See WSS nos. 14, 20A, 67, 98, 102, 117, 120, 130, 134, 164, 205, 251, 331, 380A.
11 See WSS nos. 26,42,72,77,90,107,133,167,219,234,237,265,268,278,286,299,
318, 336, 393; Kloner and Davis 1994: 110; Reich and Sass 2006: 313-314, no. l;cf.
WSS no. 131, which is the same model, but with only one line.
12 See WSS nos. 6, 157, 250, and cf. nos. 89, 139, 141, 184, which end in loops, no. 327,
and 365, which end with a lotus flower, no. 76, which ends with a floral right end, no.
109, which terminates in pomegranates, and nos. 38, 71, 75, 186 and 387, which end
with fan-shaped ends on both sides. The last one is the only seal with a five-line field
divider.

13 Ornan et al. 2008: fig. 6 on p. 120. This ornament was described on p. 118 as 'zigzag
field divider'.

14 See WSS nos. 125, 136, 223, 228, 366.
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triangles were formed before the letters in the upper register. The letters in the
lower register do not intrude into the lower line field divider. This probably is an
indication of the direction in which the letters were engraved: from the upper part
of the letters toward their lower part.
The Letters

The upper written register consists of three letters in reverse order and in negative:

U>, *7 and Ώ. The \y, which is small, was engraved diagonally, from the lower left

side to the upper right side. It was formed as two small triangles pointing down
ward, with a small gap between them. The b and η are both oriented from the
upper left side to the lower right side. The clear line of the engraving of the b is
from the upper part of the seal toward the field divider, intruding into the separat
ing field divider. The η was created with one long diagonal line from the upper left
to the lower right with two adjacent, shorter parallel lines. These, combined with a
short line from left to right, are still visible.

The lower written register consists of four letters: Both D were engraved
the same way: a long diagonal line from the upper left to the lower right, joined at

its centre with a nearly horizontal line, and then a third 45° line joining the angle
created between the two other lines. Both 3 have the same upper starting point, but
the first one to the left has a line that is more rounded along the border line, and the

second one is straighter, breaching the lower side of the border line and even pass
ing through it. Both b were engraved in a similar way to the b in the upper register,

but they are much smaller. In both cases, the starting point of the artisan was the
field divider and the engraved line came to an end in the middle of the space
created between the field divider and the border line.
The Empty Space at the End of the Two Registers
On the right side of each register, there is an empty space of approximately the
same size, about a third of the front side of the seal. In the lower register, some
kind of decoration seems to have been engraved in the middle of this empty space:

a small circle, created by the same engraving tool rather than by a drill. It was
probably formed by creating a short line and a shallow drilling in its middle. A
similar small circle seems to have been made in the upper register too. There are
other examples of such circles (or dots on the stamp impressions) to the right of

the written registers (see, e.g., WSS nos. 45, 293, 362, 379, 382).
A later vertical line was engraved immediately to the right of this small dot in
the upper register, starting from the upper part of the seal and continuing to the
double-line field divider, cutting through the border line. It seems that it was made

unintentionally, during the time the seal was in use or even later. In any case, the
fact that this line was unintentional is highlighted by the difference between its
wide upper part and its narrow continuation downward, as well as by the continua
tion of this line into the double-line field divider.
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THE NAME

The two written lines of the seal can be read as follows:
□boy

As in other 'private' seals and stamp impressions, this should be understood as
two personal names: PN (son of) PN.
The name in the upper register may be read as n"?\y (Sallüm) or □'ρψ (Sillëm),

and should be interpreted as 'be sound', 'be in (or make) covenant of peace',
'compensate', or 'pay, reward, replace' (Zadok 1988: 28-29; cf. JVSS no. 535).
Since (Sallüm) or □'pw {Sillëm) is a hypocoristicon of irvn^ö, or the like, it is
to be interpreted as 'YHWH has compensated/rewarded'. It is one of the most
popular names in Hebrew epigraphy; it appears in many other seals and stamp
impressions, as well as in Neo-Babylonian texts, written as Si-li-im-mu (BE 9, 28,

14; see Zadok 2002: 38:71; cf. Zadok 1979: 39). Sixteen other stamped jar
handles are known with the inscription NliK/o'Piy'?, six with the inscription
□NtiN/aVu/? and three with n'pu) /On1? (Lipschits, Sergi and Koch 2010: 24, nos. 20,

21, 24, with further literature).15 The name also appears in the Arad ostraca (35:3
and perhaps 44:1; see Dobbs-Allsop et al. 2004: 76); in Lachish ostracon 3 : rev. 4;

and maybe also in the Barley Ostracon (C2101) from Samaria (see Dobbs-Allops

et al. 2004: 488-489).
The name in the lower register is (Kalkül), a hypocoristicon of the name
rpWxD (Loewenstamm 1962; Zadok 1988: 31; WSS no. 218). The name is
derived from the root and its meaning is 'sustain, feed, support'. Three addi
tional seals and one additional bulla bear the names ( WSS nos. 148,
217, 348, 489), all from the antiquities market and of unknown origin. The name
also appears in Elephantine (Cowley 1923: no. 39:3 [= Porten and Yardeni

1986: 40]; Kornfeld 1978: 56 [= Porten and Yardeni 1993: 234]).
In the Old Testament, the name appears in 1 Kings 5:11 and 1 Chron. 2: 6.
SUMMARY

The ivory seal discovered at Ramat Rahel is the first small find indicating
actual presence of an administrator at the site. This is supported by other
unpublished, finds, mainly bullae, the origin of which is uncertain.

The information we glean from the technical details of the seal may shed

15 Another similar name, n^U), appears on the upper register of a seal discovered
Lachish, but the lower register cannot be deciphered ( WSS no. 360). Eight addit

seals and three additional bullae with the name ti^U) are listed in WSS (nos
361-367, 631-633), but all are from the antiquities market and their ori

unknown.
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on the scarcity of ivory seals in Judah. This was an expensive and infrequent raw
material in Judah, and the local Judahite artisans probably had difficulties with its

unique characteristics in the process of creating seals. As with other material, the
artisan presumably began by engraving the single-line border, continuing with the
double-line field divider, and finally engraving the letters — first the upper regis
ter and then the lower one. The letters were usually engraved from the upper side
to the bottom. Only after the two written registers had been completed were the
two dots engraved in the space to the right, probably with the same engraving tool

rather than a drill. The line or 'scratch' to the right was added later, although it is
difficult to determine when.

The unique ornament within the double-line field divider in the form of 13
small inverted triangles might also be due to the raw material used in the produc
tion of the seal. The number of triangles may have been planned before execution
of the seal, and it seems that the artisan made a special effort at the end of the line
to the right, preparing the exceptional triangles, to obtain this number.

The name written on the upper register — D*7\y Sallüm (or Sillëm) — is one of
the most popular names in the Hebrew epigraphy; it appears in many other seals

and stamp impressions, as well as in a Neo-Babylonian text. The name in the
lower register — "7D"7D Kalköl — appears on only three other seal impressions and
one bulla from the antiquities market; this is the first to be found in a clear context
in an excavation.

REFERENCES
Aharoni, Y,

1956 Excavation at Ramat Rahel, 1954: Preliminary Report, IEJ6: 102-111, 137-157
1962 Excavations at Ramat Rahel: Seasons 1959 and 1960, Rome

1964 Excavations at Ramat Rahel: Seasons 1961 and 1962, Rome

Cowley, A.R
1923 Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century B. C., Oxford

Dobbs-Allsop, F.W., Roberts, Seow, C.L. and Whitaker, R.E.
2004 Hebrew Inscriptions: Texts from the Biblical Period of the Monarchy with Concor
dance, London
Kloner, A. and Davis, D.
2000 A Burial Cave of the Late First Temple Period on the Slope of Mount Zion, in Geva,
H. (ed.), Ancient Jerusalem Revealed. Expanded Edition 2000, Jerusalem: 107-110
Kornfeld, W.

1978 Onomastica Aramaica aus Aegypten, Vienna
Lipschits, O.
2008 Ein Privatsiegelabdruck aus Ramat Rahel, in Kottsieper, I., Schmitt, R. and Wörle, J.
(eds.), Berührungspunkte. Studien zur Sozial- und Religionsgeschichte Israels und

This content downloaded from 132.66.11.212 on Thu, 14 Sep 2017 12:02:54 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

ODED LIPSCHITS

seiner Umwelt. Festschrift für Rainer Albertz zu seinem 65. Gebur
491-498

Lipschits, O., Gadot, Y., Arubas, B. and Oeming, M.

2010 Ramat Rahel and Its Secrets, Qadmoniot 42: 58-77 (Hebrew)

2011 Palace and Village, Paradise and Oblivion: Unraveling the Riddles of Ramat Rahe
Near Eastern Archaeology 74: 2-49

Lipschits, O. and Koch, I.
Forth- Private Stamp Impressions, in Lipschits, O. et al (eds.), Ramat Rahel 4. The Fin
coming Publication of the 2005-2010 Seasons, Tel Aviv
Lipschits, O., Oeming, M., Gadot, Y. and Arubas, B.
2006 Ramat Rahel 2005, IEJ 56: 227-235
2009 The 2006-2007 Excavation Seasons at Ramat Rahel, IEJ 59: 1-20
Lipschits, O., Sergi, O. and Koch, I.
2010 The Date of the Imlk and 'Private' Stamp Impressions: A Fresh Look, TA 37: 3-32
Loewenstamm, S.E.

1962 Chalkol, Encyclopedia Biblica 4, Jerusalem: 184 (Hebrew)
Ornan, T., Weksler-Bdolah, S., Greenhut, Ζ., Sass, Β. and Goren, Y.
2008 Four Hebrew Seals, One Depicting an Assyrian-Like Archer, from the Western Wall
Plaza Excavations, Jerusalem, cAtiqot 60: 115-130
Porten, Β. and Yardeni, A.

1986 Textbook of Aramaic Documents from Ancient Egypt: Newly Copied, Edited and
Translated into Hebrew and English, Vol. I, Jerusalem
1993 Textbook of Aramaic Documents from Ancient Egypt; Newly Copied, Edited and
Translated into Hebrew and English, Vol. 3, Jerusalem
Reich, R.

1994 The Cemetery in the Area of Mamilah, Jerusalem, Qadmoniot 103-104: 103-109
(Hebrew)
Reich, R. and Sass, B.
2006 Three Hebrew Seals from the Mamilah Iron Age Cemetery, in Amit, Y., Ben-Zvi, E.,
Finkelstein, I. and Lipschits, O. (eds.), Essays on Ancient Israel in Its Near Eastern
Context: A Tribute to Nadav Na'aman, Winona Lake IN: 313-320
Reich, R. and Shukron, E.

2009 Two Hebrew Seals and Two Hebrew Bullae from the City of David in Jerusalem, EI
29: 358-362 (Hebrew), 293* (English summary)
fVSS Avigad, N. and Sass, B., Corpus of West Semitic Seals (Revised and Completed by
Benjamin Sass), Jerusalem, 1997
Zadok, R.
1979 The Jews in Babylonia during the Chaldean and Achaemenian Periods, Haifa
1988 The Pre-Hellenistic Israelite Anthroponymy and Prosopography, Leuven
2002 The Earliest Diaspora. Israelites and Judeans in Pre-Hellenistic Mesopotamia, Tel
Aviv

This content downloaded from 132.66.11.212 on Thu, 14 Sep 2017 12:02:54 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

